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In a SERIES of LETTERS. 


IN THREE VOLUMES. 
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Should ſtern Adverſity's rude ſtorms aſſail, 
Let not IZuiuaA's hope nor ſpirits fail: 
In each ſad hour of ſorrow or diſtreſs, 
Still let her not deſpair of happineſs: 
Still let her truſt, the Donor of this Ring 
May future years of peace and pleaſure bring. _ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HE following Work was tranſ-; 


production of a very young Lady, 


who appears to poſſeſs a luxuriancy of : | 


fancy, and other natural requiſites of 
a Novelliſt. But as in juyenile per- 


formances, ſo in the ſubſequent pages, 


inſtances will occur of the powers of 
imagination unreſtrained by the ripen- 


ed judgement of maturer age. Con- 
ceiving, however, the materials to be 


not undeſerving of correction and ar- 


rangement, the Editor has endeavours -- 


4 


mitted to the Editor as the 


1 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
ed tocxhibit them in the moſt embel- 
_ © liſhing light; and if partiality ſhould 
not too much influence opinion, the 
Volumes now preſented to the Public 
will furniſh a pleaſing entertainment 
to thoſe Readers for whoſe | gratifica- 
tion they are ptincipally intended. | 
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LETTER I. 
Colonel BELVILL to. Captain HILLGROVE. 


\ 


DEAR NED, 
HAVE catch'd up my pen in add to 


to rule over their children after the im- 
portant age of twenty-one ?” 

1s not that the time they have fix'd fr 
our becoming our own maſters > Where - 
fore, then, as that important period is. 
expired with me, do my wile 9 
8 


Vor. I. 3 
.D, „ | | * 
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aſk you, Why parents are ſuffered” 


= 
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5 Es to 2 me in this. ſtupid place 2. Tis 


— — * 


true, Oy do not ſay, « You ſhall not go to 
London;“ but their cry. is, * Indeed, 
e, you muſt not leave us juſt yet;“ 
and this ſpoke in ſuch à kind tone by fa- 
ther, mother, and ſiſter, that let me 
have forny'd eyer ſuch wiſe reſolutions of 
going to Town, they were all ſet flying 
before night. But, hark !—I hear my 
fiſter's voice enquiring for me to take a' 
Walk; I muſt therefore go, tho! ſure to 
come home as much in the vapours as if 
I had been to church; which, by the 
. am often obliged to do. But T 
am call'd again, ſo muſt bid” you adieu! 


ere 


oO. Vours, as coſtal; 2440. 


EE, HENRY.BELVILLE 


\ 4 


IE. 
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Mit OR wo Lady j Canon Bana, ; 
MV DEAR Tukur, 3D vy 20 01 
JH am. ſtill to be deprived of - 
VV the bewitching company of the: 
deat partner of my infant days! Are g 
you determined never to quit the gay 
ſcenes of a London life? Have you not 
often ſaiĩd but will | here repeat. your 
own words—*< J never will launch, like 
moſt other young people of faſhion, all 5 
ce at once into the gay circle of life, 3 
<«« houſe in town I muſt have to come to 
in winter, or I ſhall not: appear like 
10 - other, people; but the ſummer hal! 
« be Apent; with. my, dear Matilda, =? 
Two ſummers, however, are elapſed, ana 
yet I have ſeen nothing of my dear:Caies*. 
lines, nay, you have not even wröte 
me ſo often as uſual. 2 4191-6 11 Dr 
I am not conſcibus af having öffettled 8 
you in any ſhape: if Ichave, let in know 3 
it, and 1 will try to repair my fault but * 
| aul ehen Will. write on as whales: 31.4 69 8 
H: 2 E = 2 — 8 2 UI 
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MIy brother, as I ſuppoſe you hare - 


heard, has had the honour of being pe- 


ferred to the rank of Colonel. He begins 
to be very defirous, of going to town; 
bat my father and mother, knowing what 
 F#thoughtleſs fellow he is (tho' I believe 
e honeſter never exiſted), are anxious 
= . to detain him, tho' (ſorry I am to het * 


5 e re aguinſt his will. 


Well Ichisk now, for the firſt time in 
my life; 1 mould like to fpend a winter in 
. L Budo; for when I was there, I was very 
young, andthen thought it the moſt ſtupid, 
bot, duſty place J ever ſaw. Tis true, they 

told me I did not ſee it to advantage, as it 


1 * Was in the month of Auguſt, when all the 


people of faſhion had quitted it: but there 


a de ſomething enchanting in it in 


Winter, or it would never make my dear 
© Caroline forget one whom ſhe amy ho- 
MX  noured with her eſteem. _ 

Fray, my dear, is Miſs Meadows with 
you ll? 1 wih you would give my 
Drpleste her if ſhe is, and beg her 
0 write * of your Ladyſhip's 


bu 2 ne lect: 
* * * : | : f | Ste 
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neglect: but perhaps the number of your - 


admirers makes you ſo temiſa. However, 


I will leave off ſuppoſing, and finiſh m 


letter with reminding you, that this is 


the third I have written without rechen {© 


any anſwer. - 


I have nothing farther to "ail A ak to 


deſire you will ſend me a long epiſtle, with 


your reaſons for ſo painful a filence ; for 


ſuch I aſſure you. it has been to your 
 _ AﬀeRionate and ſincere friend 
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LETTER WM, 129 


10 


Miſs MEADOWS e Miſs THORNTQM« ,:.M 


X Julia in her laſt chides me for bo 
writing ; but, indeed, I have deen Bt 
very ill. My ſituation with Lady Caroline 3 


. MATILDA BELVILLE. ky 1 


= 0 * 
5 * o * 


Benſon grows more and more ixkſame to 


me every day: her mode of living does 
906 at all pleaſe your Jemima z.. neyer |} 


= 


. 


— 
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eaſy except helf! in public, and out of 
humour if all the men do not treat ber 
with gallantry. ä 
Her Ladyſhip at 557 pieteli moment 
1 eur humble admirers to attend her; yet 


1 don't believe ſhe feels the leaſt Partien 


for any one of them, tho'ſhe romps, chars, 


and fings with them, and never appears fo 
- happy as when they are near her. 
Neither do I think the company the 
keeps at all to be coveted. Tis true, they 
are all people of rank; but the ſemales are 
made up of pride, affectation, and co- 
 quetry-4--whillt : the males are deceitful, in- 
ſolent fops. Now, my dear, do you think 
either her Ladyſhip or I ſtand any chance 


of edification or improvement from ſuch ac- 
.quaintanee-? There is one gentleman, how. 


ever, I would wiſh her to like, eſpecially as 
he proves very troubleſome to me; but for 
that reaſon, and that only, 1 believe * ſhe 
Ts him. That Sir John Dudley was 
in love with Lady Caroline, T am pretty 
"certain Whether he is now- equally ena- 


moured of her or not, cannotprerend to ſay. 
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If I am to þelieve him, all his affe 
is converted from her Ladyſhip to me. 
As a friend I eſteem him, but as a huſband 
he e neyer be approved by 4 
F Your affectionate kong 4 4A # 


„ Nan MEADOWS. 
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Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVEs wo 
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ING b bats Joke Ned Nee 
you may 'aflure yourſelf and all my 
friends, that in leſs than a week you and 


they will ſee me in that ſeat of kd: I 


dear London. 


Yours, as a" 
H. BELVILLE; 
. 2 in * 
an or n LET» 
a * 72 : r 
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L E '$ 2 T E R v. 
Cupa HILLGROVE to Colonel VIB. 


1 NEED. not tell my friend Harry Low 
glad I am to hear he is coming to town; 
at the ſame time I am ſorry to inform 
him 1 ſhall not have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
bim, as I am obliged to ſet off for York- 
ſhire immediately; his next letter therefore 
muſt be directed for me at Sir Charles 
_ Burton's, | Adieu, my dear friend, for I 
Ss have not time to write more than . 
. 


"ING FILLOROVE. 


whe. \ , . 2 
LETTER VI. N 
„„ SER * 


Lady CAROLINE BENSON to Miſs SPENCER. | 


* - 


8 | DEAR BELL, 
POR Heaven's ſake, where are you ? Do 
you never intend to viſit London 
again ? Why, child, you will ſtay at the 
| Rp * 


— 
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Abbey till all your friends have forgot you | 
Surely you muſt be mad to live fo long with 939 
an old ſuperannuated uncle, merely, for- 
ſooth, becauſe he ſays he can't do without 
your company. But, believe me, tis only 
that you may look after his houſe and ſer- 
vants, that he won't part With „00 =Noß 
for my own affairs. — 
ou aſk if I have no intention of W 23 
ing ? N one in the leaſt, my dear: in ſhort, . 
I don't know a man whom I chink worthy . 
to be my huſband. There was one - but * = 

he has left me to dangle after Jemima. 

Ab, Bell! I wiſh I had never taken that 

girl into my houſe ! However, I have gne = 
comfort ; I believe ſhe won't be here much N 
longer; for ſhe perceives I ſlight her; and 
as ſhe has no ſmall ſhare of ſpirit or pride, 
ſhe won't chuſe to bear with my But F 4 
am interrupted, 7 
Vours, i 
C. BENSON, 
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| LETTER vil. | 
Mi THORNTON to Miſs MEADOWS. 


— 


' DBAR JEMIMA, 
FELT no little pain to o learn from your 
laſt epiſtle, that you had been in- 
diſpoſed; my anxiety for your happt- 
neſs, however, was ſtill increaſed, when 
found that your ſituation with Lady Caro- 
line grew every day more and more diſ- 
agreeable, Why does my Jemima ſtay 


with her? Why not fly to her Julia, who 


would receive her with open arms, as, I am 
certain, my father would alſo ; for he often 
aſks after you. We have likewiſe a very 
Weiable neighbourhood, and | have lately 
met with a very agreeable acquaintance in 
4 Miſs Walpole: but I will inform you 
bow I firſt met with her. * 
I was walking in the Wood after din- 
ner (while my father was taking his 
vival nap) with a book in my hand, 
in 1 had inſenſibly ſtrayed farther than 


3 intended, and ſhould have purſued 


= my walk, had I not been ſtopped by the 


found of muſic, accompanied by the 
(weetes 


* 


— 
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ſweeteſt, voice, except my Jemima?'s, Lever. 
heard. I ſtood ſtill to obſerve whence it 
came, when looking thro? a thicket, I per- 
ceived a young lady fitting in a ſmall ar- 
bour, or rather alcove, play ing on a guitar, 5 
which ſhe accompanied with her voice, my 
favourite ſong of . Let not rage thy ho 
« ſom firing.” When ſhe came to the ſins, 
« I, alas! at once have loſt,” her voice 
faltered, and a ſhower of tears prevebted 
her from proceeding. I ſtood petri- 
fſied for ſome moments, when a ſud- 
den ſhower of rain rouſed me from my 

reverie. I ſtill ſtopped i in a kind of (uſe. 


. pence what to do, whether to go forward | 


or turn back, when a violent clap of thun- | 


der, at which you know I am very much» 3 


alarmed, forced me on. The fair unknowns. 
likewiſe ſtarted, and perceiving me as ſhe 
roſe; ſeemed ſurpriſed ; but, advaneing, 
begged (for I believe I looked very mueb 
frightened) I would walk into the houſe. 
I thanked her, and accepted her offer. 
The thunder and lightning were ſo dread- 
fully rapid, that neither of us ſpoke till 


%. 


company. All I know of her is her name. 


"T8 r 1 2 % 3 
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ve entered it; but when we got to it, 1 
never faw a place more neat or more 
- delightful. In the courſe of our con- 

verſation afterwards, 1 aſked her how 

long ſhe had been there) She anſwered, 

About two months. The ſtorm now abat- 


mg, I took my leave, knowing my dear 


father would be very uneaſy. She re- 
queſted me to repeat my viſit, which you 
will readily ſuppoſe I was not unwilling to 
comply with. She has fince been ſeveral 
times at The Wood, but always avoids 


1 * 


My father admires her very much. I wiſh 


you could fee her, as 1 am ſure you would 


3 * "think as partially of her as 
7 Your f fincere friend, | 
_ . l THORNTON. 
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Si JOHNDUDLEY: coSir CHARLES WILMOT. 
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DEAR CHARLES, 


] Received your agreeable, tho? Wort, let- | 

ter, and was extremely rejoiced to hear 
of your ſafe arrival in England. - In 4 an- 
ſwer to your queſtion, ** how affairs go on 
« with me?” indeed, my friend, 1 hardly 
know how to anfwer-you. If you remem= _ | 
ber, when I laſt wrote from Cambridge, 
1 told you that I had formed an ae» + 
quaintance with a Lady Caroline Benſon; |? 


a very fine woman, whom, as ſuch, I Ad- 3 


mired; till at laſt I thought myſelf in-lowe © i 
with her. I accordingly made ber 8 
offer of my hand and fortune, both Wu 
he thought proper to refuſe. I, for M 


part, was neither pleaſed nor diſpleaſed, 


and deſiſted from vifiting her ſeveral days. 


But being one night at the Play, and ſee?r 


ing her Ladyſhip enter the. oppoſite box ac 
ee by another lady who appeared 
| to 


HISTORY OF :, - 
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to be extremely handſome, I quitted 


the box I was in and went round to theirs. 
Lady Caroline, as uſual, was ail gaiety, 


giddineſs, and giggle; while her fair com- 
| Happen reminded me of Milton's $ 


'— penſive nun, Fred and Pure. : 
Sober, ſtedfaſt, 8 
7 , 


2 addreſſed myſelf ſeveral times to her. 
She, anſwered. me with great politeneſs 


but at the ſame; time ſeemed deſirous of 


declining all converſation: . |. 
When the Play was finiſhed, I ee 
= both ladies to their coach; and the 


next morning paid a viſit to Lady Caro- 


7 — ++ ab : 
9 5 ' N. 
Weg k . # ba 
Fe K. 


line, whom, to my great joy, | found quite 
alone. After the uſual compliments were 
paſſed on both fides, I took occaſion to 


ber who the lady was I had: ſeen with 
er the preceding evening ?—Lady Caro» 
ine pretended at firſt to have forgot whom 


I meant; but at laſt recollecting herſelf— 


O! Jemima Meadows you mean !—She 


e hves. with me. We ſaw one another i in 


the country. —I took a liking to her ſo 


9: „much, 


LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN. 
ee much, that I aſked her to come and live 
ee with me. She complied, as ſhe wanted 


ce to be companion to a lady; for the 
© poor Thing has neither father nor mo- 


ther.“ This was all I could learn from F 
her Ladyſhip. In ſhort, Charles, I col- 


verſed with the charming Jemima very 


often, and found her ſo ſenſible and un. 
affectedly agreeable, that I fancied myſelf . - 


a ſecond time in love, and in conſequenge 


made her likewiſe an offer of my hand and 


fortune. To my great ſurprize, however, 


ſhe rejected them; and told me, that 
e tho” ſhe ſhould always eſteem me as a2 
ce friend, ſhe could never Fang: of me as a 


« huſband.“ e 3 


0 


Now, Wilmot, 8 you call me a 
whimfical fellow, if I aſſure you her re- 


fuſal gave me more pleaſure than pain? I 
love her, it is true; but it is more with t 
affection of a brother than that of a lovere W 


Adieu! Believe me to be 
Your fincere friend, 
Wee DUDLEY. 


LET- 
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LETTER IX. 


Mis MEADOWS to Mis THORNTON. 


Received my dear Julia's letter laſt 

night, and am very much obliged to 
her for the deſcription of Miſs Walpole: 
I likewiſe thank you for your kind invita- 
tion to The Wood, but at the ſame time 
. Eannot accept it. I will tell you a piece 
of news: I have two new lovers; the one 
a baronet, the other a ſquire; Sir Wil- 
Ham Meredith and Mr. Darcy. Sir Wil. 
Ham is about thirty, well-made, but has 
a very plain face, and is very blunt: 
the other 1s tolerable in perſon, and well- 
behaved ; yet neither of theſe will be the 
Man.—But my hair-dreſſer waits; I muſt 
therefore bid you adieu for the preſent, 


but will reſume my pen when J return 
from the PN. | 


IN CONTINYATION. 
; Gracious Heaven! my dear Julia, how 
| us your Jemima been alarmed ! That vile 
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Sir William Meredith my very blood 
recoils at his name - but I will try to give 
you ſome account of the ſhocking affair. 
I think I told you I was going to the 
Opera; ; accordingly Lady Caroline and 1 
went in her coach. We had not been long 
in the houſe before Sir William joined us. 
When the Opera was over, he handed us 
to the carriage, and putting us in begged 
he might attend us. We readily affented, 
but had ſcarecly got gut of the Haymart 
ket: before the coach broke down. Lady 
Caroline and I ſcreamipg out for help, ſe 
veral people eame to aſſiſt us, and got us 
out without our receiving any burt except 
that of - fright : mine was ſo great, that 1 
fainted away. 8 
I knew nothing 8 paſſed 5 ſome time, 
but on recovering a little, found myſelf 
in a ſtrange room, with my head reclined 


on the boſom of Sir William Meredith, 


Raifing myſelf up, I eagerly enquired 
where I was, and what was become of © 
Lady Caroline? Inftead of anſwering my 


8 he begged me to compoſe my: 
2 Ee 


TE © 4 
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"hae. as to her Ladyſpip, he faid, the was 

very ſafe, and he ſuppoſed by that time 
at home. Having ſaid this, he attempted 

to take me in his arms; but ſtarting from 

bim I exclainied, Good Heavens, Lady 
1 TY Caroline gone home! where then am 1?” 
5 FOE Rh a man, my angel, Who adores 
cc you,” again advancing towards me. 

I retreated to the door and Neem ed 
to open it, but found it locked. Terrifi- 
ed as Twas, and ready to fink with appre- 
| an; I turned to him and ſaid, “For 
. C G ſake,” Sir William, t tell me, what 
does all 10 785 mean? We 1 0 Jus 


— 


1 myth.“ 
in Kae he), if Miſs Mea. 
iN e dows will be ſeated.” “. 


1 thought i it beſt to afſent. Then , as if re- 

I . boese himſelf, „But I think, madam, 

Fou had better retire, and defer expla- 

nations till you have had ſome reſt.” 

l x «Reſt! * exclaimed I, interrupting him, 

and ſtarting from my chair, do you 
& think I will ſtay to take reſt in a houſe I 


. * know nothing r > {1 
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"He: ſmiled, and in à careleſs thariner 
replied, « You-are likely to doit, I affute 
you, Madam: then advancing to me, 
and taking my hand, he made the follows 
ing audacious: ſpeech, which I had no 
power to interrupt. Tf a Ben een, 
% You had better compoſe yourſelf, 
« Madam ; for be aſſured you are entire» 
«ly in my power. From the firſt mo- 
„ment I faw you; 1 adored you. 1 en- 
e quired your connections and family, to 
. hoth of which every bod) Was 4 Kran- 75 
ce ger. As I could not think of marrying a 
„woman (tho? that woman is the loveheſt 


4 Of her ſex) who had neither rank, birth, 


© nor fortune to recommend het to the 


«world, I took this method, However 
8 Singular it may appear, to get you into 
8 Power, Be aſſured, my lovely Je- 
„ mima,' ' prefling my hand, © that my- 
& ſelf, fortune, "ſervants, ' every thing 
„ ſhall be at your diſpofal. T Wilt retire 
« with you to any part of England the 
« moſt agreeable to you, till the talk i 
_ * the Town is a little over.” 


Here 


Gl HISTORY OF 
Here he ſtopp'd, as if waiting for my 
. | "a As to myſelf, it is impoſſible to 
' deſcribe how I felt; but my head grew 
" giddy, my blood chilled in every vein, 


2nd I fell ſenſeleſs gn the floor. How long 


I continued in this fityation I know not, 
but when F recovered I found myſelf on a 

ſopha, the vile Sir William kneeling at 
my feet, with both my hands in his, which 
he preſſed alternately, and a vulgar ills 
Jooking woman, who ſtaod bathing my 


3 bs” temples with hartſhorn. 1 tretabled at 


= the kght, but s flaad of tears coming to 
my relief, revived me; when rifing from 
my ſeat, with a compoſure I did not think 
” Liequld have, aumed, 1 chus addrefled 
3 r I began to ſpeak, he made a mo- 
Tian for. the woman ta retire: 
Pray, Sir, does Lady Caroline know 
« « of Jour intentions? and is it with her 
« concurrence that you BREE thus vilely 
*trepanned me?” ? 
7 No, We, ſhe N not, Lefſive 


« you,” 


For 
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ce How comes it, then, ſhe did not wait * 
ce till I was able to attend her?? 

He ſeemed at a loſs; but recollefting 
himſelf, replied, _ | 
0 Why, Madam, che 5 you was K 2 
| * by the lucky or unlucky accident of 
ce the breaking-down of your carriage, 
ce forced the ſurrounding crowd to carry 

« you into the firſt houſe that was open. 
<< Lady Caroline, diſtreſſed beyond mea- 
« ſure at your fituation, and thinking it 
<« impoſſible to remove you, afked the 
« people if they could accommodate you.” 
« with a bed: they immediately compi 
de ed, and ordered one to be got ready. 
«« You opened your eyes, but as often 
0 cloſed them again. Her Ladyſhip's ſer- 
« vants then appearing, infotmed her 
© that a coach waited to convey her home: 
« ſhe preſſed your hand, and recommend- - 
<< ing you to the care of the 8 and 9 
„ myſelf, retired.” "i 
Here he ſtopped. I ſhuddered to think = | 
that one of my own ſex ſhould have 10 4 
little humanity, honour, or feeling, as to | 
i leave 


< 
= 


CT =: 
9935. 
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— 
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leave, a ,young woman like me, unprotect- 
ed, and without a friend of my own ſex - 
near me, to the care of ſtrangers, whom 

ſhe and 1 had never ſeen before, and like, 


wiſe to the qiſcretion of a man of whom 


the had. no reaſon to entertain A x very good 
4 an +6 ? 


= ” = : Þ "©. 4 
- 4 i. 4 Py * 8 


opinion. 


ud Well, Sir (replied I), and is this the | 
1 houſe which Lady Caroline Was ſo 
ec  obliging as to leave me in?“ Wo 


— nl 


He heſitated; but on repeating my 


. queſtion anſwered, « It is not, Madam.” 


Again 1 ſhuddered ; but fear made me 


proceed. 85 5 


de And pray, Sir, after Lady Caroline's 
« < obliging recommendation of me to the 
«, -people, bow came they to let me go, eſ- 
« pecially i in the weak ſtate ] was in?” 

He paus'd a little ; then- with a ſmile 


* E hich ſeemed to be forced ſaid, ** Upon 
my honour, Madam, you are the pret- 


« tieft 1 interrogator Jever heard! But there 
#* is no perſon in England beſides your 


7 lovely ſelf ſhould Gor to interrogate 


me. thus.” 255 n eee , 
gmt aol Nag Ta, 


— 


| ing my hands | DL ER exclaimed 
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“This, Sir,“ returned I, with a ferious- - 
air, „ is not a time for me to, be triſled 
« with; therefore pray anſwer my queſtion 


immediately. *..., . 1 3» r mo0t9d 


He then came forwards and raking my 


_ 


hand, "> If. I thought my lovely. judge 


« would prove favourable, I might, be 


« tempted to comply with ber requeſt.” 


+ You may depend On all which lays 


« in my power. Pray proceed.” nina. 


« As ſoon as Lady Caroline! was gone, 


c we all thought you appeared to reco- 
ver; I therefore told the people, that 


« as my - Here he again pauſed, and 


ſeemed at a loſs; but at laſt repeated, 


<« that as my ſiſte- ? or wont, 
© Your ſiſter!” eried 1; ſtarting - 
«Yes, my lovely: girl“ again offer- | 


ing to take my hand, tho* fill I drew back 


A ventured to call you by that endear- 
ing name, left he people ſhould OY ent 


0 « \ your going.“ , 2 2 e- | . 1 41 


Lifting up my eyes to Heaven inf claly- 4 
ce Would 


12 1 2 „ TA 


2 
x - 


I © © nrsTory oF. | 
God IT had ſome friend or brother to 
e defend me From ſuch infolence !?—— 
Then turning to the vile wretch who ſtood 


. before me, * Goon, Sir.“ 


„Well, Madam, 1 told them, as my 
< fiſter ſeemed to be recovering, I would 
take her home: then offering them 
« ſomething for their trouble, which they 
ec refuſed to accept, I ordered a coach, and 


©  < putting you into it drove to this place, 


«where I foon had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
ee u recover. The reſt you know.” 
And pray, Sir, what excuſe have you 
C to offer for this fingular behaviour ? 
Tour lovely Self! I have already told 
<< you how much I adore you.” 
He then advanced towards me, for we 


3 were both ſtanding, and offered to take 
me in his arms; but by a ſudden ſpring 1 


got from him, and taking out a ſmall knife 
which I had by chance put into my pocket 
the day before, opened it, and aſſured him 
chat if he attempted to take any improper 

liberty, I would repel the inſult by vio- 
lence. He tried to force the weapon from 
| me, 
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me, but fear giviag me irength W 


tempt proved fruitleſs.” Falling on his 
knees, he next begged me to throw the 
knife away, aſſuring me that no harm 
ſhould befal me; but in vain : J kept 
ſteady to my purpoſe, and told him, if he 
entertained any hopes of forgiveneſs, im- 

mediately to ſend for a coach and let me 
be conveyed home. He perſiſted a long 
time in refuſing me; but finding me reſo- 


lute in ſtill keeping my weapon for my de. 2 4 
fence, he at laſt ſaid, You-don't know, 


<< Miſs Meadows, what hour it is: tis 
ce paſt fix in the morning; n will be | 
<< ſtirring.” . 
«<Q! yes, the ſervants: wil, 4 cried 1. 
But confider, what will they think to 
e ſee you come home at ſuch a time in 
< the morning? Why, they ean ſee ou 
have not been in bed all night.“ 
I little care what all the world thinks, 
ec provided I am out of Ju ys and 
this houſe,” | | 
Cruel girl!” replied he; dür going to 
the door and opening it, he ordered a coach 


bs " $$ ba. i " | * to 5 | 
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to de called. Before he could ſhut it 
again, fearing ſome new treachery, I puſh- 
ed by him, and before he had power to 
prevent me was in the ſtreet. 1 flew up 
it, and by chance meeting with a chair, or- 
dered the men to carry me to Berkeley- 
Square. This they complied with, tho 
= they. ſtared at me with the utmoſt curio- 
ity ; as well they might; for my being 
in a full-dreſs (and that not a little diſor- 
dered), my hair diſhevelled, without even 
a eloak, and unattended at that time, was 

- Jufficient to excite their aſtoniſhment : 
however, they carried me very ſafely to 
Lady Caroline's houſe. I gave them half- 
a-guinea for their trouble, and telling the 
ſervants to let me know as ſoon as their 


Lady was ſtirring, haſtened to my own 


apartment, where I have wrote thus far. 
But I hear Lady Caroline; adieu, there- 
* for the preſent. 


* 
2 1 
— 
= 


. I have again reſumed my pen; for in- 

ſtead of her ladyſhip, twas her maid, who 
told me ſhe was not yet ſtirring; I there- 

fore fat down to read what I have wrote. 

I ſcarcely 


* 
— 


2. 
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I ſcarcely know what to think of 'Lady 
Caroline's behaviour! When I came in; 
I had neither thought nor-inclination! to - 
take any reſt ; therefore ſat down; to give 


my dear Julia an account of the ſhacking 
ſcene. As to Lady Caroline, I know ſhe 


is gay to exceſs; that ſhe purſues plea» 
ſure wherever ſhe can find it; nay, even 
vice, provided it goes under the name of 
being Faſbionalle, is not rejected by her. 
Can ſuch a one as the lady I have ahove 
deſcribed be a fit companion for your Je> 


mima? No, no, my Julia; too ſenble 


am I of the contrary. Yet whither can 1 


fly? I have neither friends nor relations 5 


to apply to; and buſineſs T am incapable: 
of, If I was inclined to ſeek another lady, © 
might I not meet with a ſecond. Lady al | 
roline? She has always. hitherto treated 


me rather as a friend than an humble com-- + 


panion, though I think I have lately ob- 


ſerved an alteration in her behaviour to. 


wards me. I attributed ir at firſt to a lit- 
tle female pique that Sir John Dudley 
ſhould leave her for me; but when. the 


" NS: Ras, - found 
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mund that 1 had likewiſe — him, 
her former good-humour returned. 
Ino find myſelf too fatigued to pro- 
ceed any farther, and muſt therefore con- 
alude, but will write again by next poſt. 
, Adieu, my dear Julia! 


Vours fincerely, 
JEMINA MEADOWS. 


. LETTER 5 
© Miſs MEADOWS to Mit THORNTON, 


22 


D 


* IN CONTINUATION. 


Ir AD Juſt ſealed my laſt. letter, 
When Lady Caroline entered the room. 
She enquired with the utmoſt eagerneſs 
after my health, and the reaſon of my 
looking ſo ili: “ But, good God! (added 
e the) you look, my dear, as if you had 
« not been in bed all night. For Hea- 
ven's ſake, what's the matter? _ vE 
This kind ſpecch ſomewhat relieved 
the 


* 


LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN, bs 
' the anxiety of .my mind, by contributing 


liam Meredith's villainous ſcheme. No, 
„my Lady (anſwered I), I n 7 
indeed!“ x 
% Poor thing! The people's in 1 5 
% houſe where I left you promiſed to 
© have you put to bed directly.“ 

I then related what I have told you in 


thought Sir William would have dared 
« to take any improper. liberties, I never 
& would have left you in his care, Be- 
6 fides, as he pretended to be fo violently. 


« any danger in PIO, you. bs his 
66. protection.” 


46 other terms.“ 


+00 NY " though, 


to remove the ſuſpicion I entertained of 
Lady Caroline being privy to Sr Wil- 


my farmer letter. She appeared amazed, 
and exclaimed, Heayeas ! could I have 


& in love with you, I could not think of 


Lou ſay true, my Lakin but aun 4 
« are feu men who will marry: a girl win 
no fortune, if the can be aan 


am ſure he n he ſhowd be I 
VIGF proud to have you for a wife 3 


E 


* 
& 4 
a2 


\ 
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though, to be ſure, he did ſay your hav- 
ing ſo ſmall a fortune was a great ob- 
1 ftacle, as his eſtate was not large. 
Alt would be much more expenfive 
(returned I) to ſupport a miſtreſs eng 
n 
Well, well, my dear, en he finds 
you are not to be had on other terms, 
depend upon it you will be _ Mere- 
 gith at laſt.” | 
No, my 18 (cried I, with an in- 
« dignation I Tould not ſuppreſs) the man 
© who dares think he could obtain me on 
the terms Sir William did, ſhall never 
be my huſband; for, though a poor 
« friendleſs girl, I ſhall ever deteſt the 
man who could offer me ſuch an * 
front.“ g 
Her Ladyſhip SHIRE nore oy; but breaks 
faſt being over, begged me to go to bed, 
and try to take ſome reſt. A ſervant 
coming to inform her there was company, 
ſhe withdrew. I went to bed, and found 
myſelf unable to get up again the whole 
day. Lady Caroline came in to aſk me 
an fo43 ; bow 


how 1 did, when ſhe went to dreſs; but 
finding me very much indiſpoſed, ſhe 
thought it neceſſary to ſend for Dr. Wat - 


ſon, who pronounced me in a | high fever. 
In a week's time, however, my diſorder * 


entirely left me, and I Was e to *. 


company as uſual. 9 7 
One day, as I was e e to „ dreſs” 


for dinner, Lady Caroline entering my 
apartmemt, ſaid, Well, my dear, Iam 
„ come with a petition from one of Four: 
« admirers; which of them do Fo DAE: 


« it is?“ . 


{66 Indeed, my SO I am by a. vou 
© ſhould take ſo much trouble, for I dont 


© know one of my admirers (as your La- 


c dyſhip is pleaſed to call them) to whom 


« at preſent I am the leaſt inclined” to 


grant any rene But pray who! 1 


A 


kf” TS 
“ Why, ſuppoſe, now, I was to rel you 


“his name, would you - 


There is only one your Ladyſtip can · 
« mention (ſaid I, ivterrogeing. her) who! 


6 mend be diſagreeable to me.“ 
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C4 “% Well, 
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zee Well, but, my dear, it is no other 
„ than Sir William Meredith who has en- 
A treated me to petition for your forgive - 
4 neſs, as likewiſe for your hand at the 
4c, altar. 


* I. "LES Midi (replied I, co- 

« louring) that I had given my opinion on 
<< that ſubject already. Of my forgive- 
&- neſs your Ladyſhip may aſſure bim, 
Fut my hand he muſt never expect.“ 
Indeed, my dear, you ſpeak too haſ- 
„Stily. Only conſider, an alliance with 
fluch a man would be greatly to your 
<« advantage; and you can't export ach | 

an offer every day.“ 
No, my Lady, I neither 3 nor 
« deſire it; for at preſent I have no in- 
- © clination to change my name: I ſhonld 

s therefore be highly obliged by your La- 
„ dyſhip's never en Sir William 
to me again.” 
| «© Well, a, but you can't poſſibly 
. © avoid ſeeing him' now and then, as you 
4 know be 18 . often here.“ 


c Your 
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„ Your; Ladyſhip certainly has a right 
ce to ſee whom you pleaſe in your own 
7 houſe; but I have no occaſion to be in 
« the room, except when yo ne 
&« larly deſire it.“ 
„Then I am ſure all the with will 5 
cc ſerve it 3 and as every one will be ſup- 
« poſing a reaſon, without gueſſing the 
« right, you will become the c.öün 
00 talk of the Town.“ | x, 2h 
„Dear Madam, believe me, Jemima 
« Meadows is too inſignificant a being for 
ec the world to trouble themſelves about. 
„But pray, Madam, does Sir William 
dine here to-day ?” ? 

Ves, indeed, does he; therefore you 
«muſt ſee him, or go without your din- 
* ner; for I vow (added ſhe, laughing) 
« you ſhall have none elſe.“ 80 faying, 
the haſtily quitted the room, giving me 
no time to anſwer. 5 
I was determined not to appear til the 
dinner-bell rung, not doubting but there 


woas more company. I was, however, dif- 


ap pointed; for on entering the room, 1 
.c "OT es found, 


bh : 
2 | 
% - 
- 
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found only Lady Caroline and Sir ir Wil- 
| lam, who aroſe at my entrance, and com- 


ing towards me would have taken my 


hand; but I made a flight curtſey and 


took my ſeat. We talked upon general 


ſubjects during dinner, though I avoided 
ſpeaking to him as much as poſſible. 
When dinner was over, and the ſervants 
were withdrawn, I aroſe to quit the room; 
but Sir William ſtarting up, and taking 

hold of my hand, ſaid, You muſk not 
leave us yet.“ Then turning to Lady 
Caroline, whilft he ſtill detained my hand, 
4 Plead for Wiles. my Lady ; plead for me, 
. {I entreat you.” 


1 have done all 1 can for you, L aſ 


e fure you, Sir William. —80 ſaying, the 
- abruptly left the room. 
\, This alarming me, Iexclaimed, « How 
4 dare you, Sir William, after what has 
« paſſed, detain me thus?“ 
- <6 Promiſe to forgive me (returned he), 
d and I will ftrive to comply with your 
commands, be they what they will.” 
— he ſaid this he let 80 my hand. 
re Fg. . « for- | 
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% forgive you, then, on this ,condi- 87 
tion, Sir: That you never in future ſ ſo. 
& licit my company, but do all in your, 

% power to avoid me.” . | 

Cruel taſk ! (cried he) 1nd you wall. 
« be obeyed. | Vet tell me, muſt I never, 
“% hope to have the happineſs; of calling, : 
, you Lady Meredith? 

Never!“ cried I; and haſtily leaving. 
the room, went to my own apartment, 
where I remained till tea- time. 

As I was going down to the drawing-; 
room, which I was told was full of com- 
pany, I was met by Sir John Dudley and. 
Mr. Darcy, who, each ſeizing a hand, 
complimented me on my returning health, 
and conducted me to the room between : 
them, where many other gentlemen. like- 
wiſe paid their reſpe&s to me. As to the 
ladies to whom I paid my compliments, 
ſome returned my civilities with a nod? 
others took no notice at all of me, think. 
ing, I ſuppaſe, the humble companion of 
Lady Caroline Benſon not worthy of their 
attention. Thus in a manner am I forced 
— c 6 | 1 


* — 
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tõ Liſten to the men, who never fail by 
ſurrotmd me at home or abroad. Tis ra- 
ther fingular that they ſhould take fo much 
notice of a girl whoſe birth and connec- 
tions are unknown to them, as Sir Wil- 
liam faid. There is one lady, however, 
who viſits Lady Caroline, that honours 
me with a great ſhare of her attention. This 
is uo leſs a perſonage than Lady Clara 
Fitzgerald. Her father, who is an Iriſh 
Earl, (for ſhe has Toft her mother) leaves 


ber entirely to herſelf; | She is very hand- 


forme, about twenty, and has a very large 
fortune at her own diſpoſal. Yet though 
© this lady honours me with ſo much of 
her attention and friendſhip (for the vows. 
me has not a friend upon earth whom the - 
kes ſo well) T cannot admire her. She 
is To" very volatile, ſo fond of pleaſure, 


ds well as fo very bold and free in her 
* manner towards the ——_ as: 1 wand it 


"impoffibie to eſteem her. | 
Well, my dear, 1 ak Domes 8 
b- written you all the news 1 can, and in re- 
4 _ 40 have à long letter from my 


FS Oh; * 9.0 Julia.— | 


* 


. 
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Julia. How is your father and Miſs Wal- 


pole? I long to hear about her.—Feigh- 
ho !—Your Jemima has not forgot her 
promiſe of ſending you her hiſtory; but 


indeed, my dear, I defer it as long as poſ- 


ſible, from the regret I feel at the re- 
membtance of my paſt life; brought up 
to ſplendor and affluence, now reduced to 


dependence and obſcurity! But no more 


of this : I will baniſh the idea. 
Yours- fincerely, 


RY MEADOWS. 


| 7 
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Colonel BELVILLE. to Captain HILLGROVE, bly 


: | Wimpole-Street.” 


ERE am 1, Ned, juft arrived in 


London, - that dear ſeat of plea- 


Fg feſtivity, and joy ! After having af. 


ly landed my father, mother, ſiſtet, 


1025 at their lodgings, Y proceedef my⸗ 9 
1 


P 


* Re 
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35 
1 
*4 


- X 


„ HISTORY OR” 


ſeelf to Wimpole- ſtreet, Where I was re- 
cCeived by Sir Walter and Lady Warren 
\ _ with great eivility, and where a long, long 
huiſtory of your Worſhip's adventures in 
e is ee 2 di 


Tours 1 26 as 5 N10 
n yt! * Rx BELVILLE. | 

Fe _ 5 rn F | | : | 10 
- ; 


= 4 LETTER XII. 
Captain HILLGROVE to Colonel BELVILLE. 
| © Burton-Hall. 


— 


Ws -- Ae HARRY, +" 
HE pleafure 1 felt from your 
laſt letter received no little w 
from ſeeing it dated Mimpole.ſirett. 

ſuppoſe your wonder will be excited at 
this declaration; but indeed, my friend, 
I would rather you were lodged in avy 
| other houſe than that of Sir Walter, 
Warren. As both he and his lady are 


known, to- be profeſſed RO, there, 
may 


— 


1 : 


* 
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may be ſome danger, perhaps, of their 
___ drawing you in to follow their example ? 1 
would therefore adviſe you by all means 


to provide another lodging for yourſelf. 


I beg you will take my advice, and let ine 
know (by the return of the poſt), your ad. 


dreſs —I will now proceed to give you 
the reaſon for my taking this, Journey. into 


Yorkſhire, C. , 


L believe you have heard me ſola of 
Sir Charles Burton having preſs d me 
very often to ſpend a ſummer with him at 


Burton-Hall, but I never had it in 
power. Sir Charles having ſome buſineſs 


in London, we accidentally. met, when 


0 — o 
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he again inſiſted on my accompanying 10 | 


him to this place, where he told me he 


had a large party; and, faith, ſo there ĩs; 3 | 
for there are no leſs than ſixteen of us, 


with his own family, In this large ſo. 


ciety, ' however, (would you believe it?) 
there are only three unmarried ladies, 
The firſt I ſhall mention is Miſs Burton, 
Sir Charles's daughter, who is about ſe=. 


* venteen, a pretty brown girl enough, and 


full 


4 
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fulhof ſpirit. The other two are a Miſs 
Lovell and a Miſs Dunmore, The former 


is very giddy; and vain of her perſon, tho 
that is nothing extraordinary. The latter is 


by far the prettieſt of the three, and ſeems 

to be about eighteen. Her face is what you 
may call handſome, tho* not regularly 
beautiful; her eyes ate dark, tho' her 
_ complexion is fair; add to theſe a ſmall 
month, a good ſet of teeth, with a very 
dehicate farm, and you have the picture of 


Mis Mary Dunmore. Her converſation is 
. lively, tho“ not bold: in ſhort, take her 


all together, ſhe is a very pleaſing girl. 
Our time is ſpent very agreeably, We 


breakfaſt at ten; after which, if the wea- 


ther pertnits, thoſe who chuſe it ride out, 
ſome on horſeback, others in carriages. 


f 5 lu wet weather we paſs our mornings with 
muse and finging ; or, if the ladies are in- 
cCelined to work, the gentlemen either read 


or chat to them, whichever is the moſt 


| 8 agreeable. - Thus we amuſe ourſelves till 
three o'clock, when we retire to dreſs, as 


we dine at four. In the evening, either 
. dancing, 


Pd 


| 
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dancing, muſic, or cards, fills up our 


time till eleven, when ſupper Is ready, 
and at twelve, or half after, we eallr retire 2 
to reſt, / | EM 

I have promiſed to ſtay here ſix * 
only twoof which are expired. The family 
indeed threaten that I ſhall not leave them. 
till after Chriſtmas; but I have no ipten=, 

tion at preſent of protrafting my viſit. 

beyond the firſt mentioned period. 1 mall 
conclude my letter with once more re- 

queſting you to change your habitation ad, 
ſoon as poſſible, - and Led equally. 


58 and oblige e 
Vous fingers friend, 1 ( 24 IS 98 
S685 $7; 
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* BELVILLE to Miſs HERBERT. 


* -- 


„ran ber 


I 


was going to pay a viſit to Lady Caro- 
line Benſon in ba morning : I went ac- 
Te? about twelve o'clock; and on 
Ain. in my name Was immediately ad. 
mitted.” On entering the parlour, I was 
ſürpriſed t to find her Ladyſhip with Miſs 
Meadows and two Gentlemen at breakfaft.- 
She flew to me, at the ſame time exclaim-- 
ing, Heavens l my. dear Miſs Belville, 
* how are you? How long have you been 
Aton * When did you arrive ?” 
When I had anſwered her queſtions, I 
ſpoke to Miſs Meadows, and curtſeying to 
| the Gentlemen took my ſear. | 
2 * Have you breakfaſted, iy. dear py 
Fes, hours ago.” 
- Ay, you a'n't uſed to the Town-hours 


This Letter does not appear. 


1 
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* 
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N Wy letter of laſt night T told) you a 


ax 3 1 ö cc yet, 
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« yet, my trum pngt Bur who woes 
« come with 99% © . i e 90) nana 
„With my father and mother“. 
“ And is not your W come too ” ; 
( Certainly. 922 5.4 | 42h ane 
O lud! then Thope f Mall lee bim * 
66 hope ſo (returned I, ſmiling); unleſs 
your Ladyſhip forgets me Nen as 705 
6 did in the country.“ 8540 
«© How can you be ſo unkind G 
& ſhe, bluſhing) to think I had forgot * 
< I hope you don't think ſo in reality“ 
was juſt going to reply, When Lady 
Clara Fitzgerald was announced. After 


her Ladyſhip was ſeated, a more general 


converſation took place, in which the 
Gentlemen and Miſs Meadows, who had 
hitherto been filent, bore a part. Lady 
Caroline aſked if I had been to'the Opera, 5 


To the Opera! (exclaimed I) and only - + j 


«© came to Town laſt night! PE O0 lud? 
that is true!“ -The company laughed; 

the two Gentlemen roſe to take thek 
leave; and I ſoon after did the ſame. R DRY 
Lady Caroline begged the favour f 


— 
. * 
1 
| $ 
LY 
« . * 
. a” 
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mine and my brother's company to 2 
rout in the — I promiſed for my- 


fſelf; but as to my brother (added I), 


<< gannot anſwer for him.“! O do bring 
* him (cried ſhe, as I took my leave), for 
long to fee him.“ -I ſmiled, and told 
ber I would if I coul. 

When I got home, I told kin my 
meſſage: : he readily .conſented to accom- 
pany me, and ſoon afterwards left us, pro- 
_ miſing to call in the evening to conduct me 


to Lady Caroline's. -- But I muſt now 


1 . to prepare for my viſit. 
NM. BELVILLE. 


* 
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TN „ | "The Conage.” 
12 THINK 1 x00 now venture to tell my 
dear Mary ' that I am content. My 


"__ _— bas every requiſite to make 
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it agreeable 3 for tho” the time of the 
year is unſeaſonable for walking, yer 1 
have ſo many other avocations, that 1 
don't feel the loſs of my uſual exerciſe and 
the agreeable converſation of my new ac- 
quaintance Miſs Thorntonrenders my firua- 
tion quite enchanting, | 


I I will tell you how I paſs my time. — 1 b 

commonly riſe about eight o'clock, when, 
after being dreſſed, 1 go and feed my 
poultry ; then I look after my birds to ſee 
they are properly cleaned, have a little 
talk with my parrot, give ſome freſh nuts 
to my ſquirrel, and calling my little dog - 
Pompey fit down to breakfaſt, which is 
generally about ten. Reading, drawing, 
and muſic, fill _up my time till three, 
when dinner is ready : after that, 1 if the 
weather permits, I walk to all the * 
cottages in my neighbourhood, andto thoſe 
objects I think · worthy of my charity 1 
give, as far as my little fortune will 
permit me; come home at fix, drink, tea, 
go to work, = about t ten retire to bed. 7 
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Now, | 
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varied, as Miſs Thornton and her father 
either viſit me, or I go to ſpend, the after- 

x noon. with them, when the old Gentleman | 
reads, or chats to us while we work, which 
makes the time paſs much quicker :..as to 

-other company, I always avoid it. Indeed, 
the Thorntons are extremely obliging to 
me, and never teize me with queſtions. 
1 baye told them I wiſh to live retired, 
and they are ſo polite as never to introduce 
_ any ſtrangers to me. 

I am glad my dear Mary has met with 
ſuch an agreeable party at Sir Charles 
Burton's; but take care, my friend: the 
partial character you give of Captain Hill- 

gerove too plainly ſhews your heart is 
3 touched. He may be deſerving, and he 
-may not; but whatever you do, my ſweet 
© girl, don? t give him your heart before you 
are ſure you have his in return. Remem- 
ber you are very young; therefore con- 
3 der well, before you place your eſteem 
upon a man of whom you know ſo little, 


i 1 need not tell Fou, my 4 I have too ſen- 
„ -  fbly 


1 my way of life is a little 


5 
* 
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bly experienced the treachery of the mn; 
and may therefore be allowed to offer ti 
advice, which T hope you will accept as it is 

meant, proceeding ſolely from my love for 
you. I beg you will continue to write to 
me with the ſame eaſe and freedom vou 
have hitherto done, or you will make me 
think J have offended you by my advice, 
than which nothing is or can hay, more fo- 
n N to the heart ß 8 

| © *Your fincere friend; Ri 
EMMA WALPOLE. 
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Miſs BEL VILLE © Min ung. 


31 al 
MY DEAR Lucy, | 


GREEABLY to my promiſe, I man 7 
continue my journal. bye: 

On Wedneſday evening my beck and 5 

I proceeded to Lady Caroline Benſon . 

On our arrival at her Ladyſhip' 8 houſe, 1 
| — 5 


— > 
% 
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ve were conducted to the drawing room, 
Where we. found Lady Caroline with the 
Fame company I had ſeen in the morning. 
I preſented my brother to her, as likewiſe 
her Ladyſhip to him; after which we took 
Hur ſeats. For my part, knowing very 
little of the beau monde, I could not ſay 
much, as the whole diſcourſe ſeemed to 
turn pon dreſs, public places, and ſcan- 
dual. As to my brother, he ſeemed wholly 
egngroſſed by the three ladies he ſaw when 
he firſt entered the room, viz. Lady Ca- 
roline, Lady Clara Fitzgerald (whom 1 
mentioned to you before) and Miſs Mea- 
dows. Tea being over, cards were propoſ- 
ed; and theſe filled up the time till eleven, 
when the party broke up. Lady Caroline 
followed, and invited me and my brother 
to dine with her next day; and accompany | 
ber to the Opera in the evening. I ae. 
cepted her Ladyſhip's invitation, but my 
brother anſwered, he was afraid he was 
engaged. : 
As we went home, Ce Well, Henry, (aid 


Mp I) how do you like my friend Lady 
p 3 « Caroline ?' 5 1 5 i 
1 . < Why, 


. We OS *, 
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Why, ſhe is well enough, but is quite 


« the woman of faſhion, Pray, Who is that 
companion of her's?“ 


«© You mean Miſs Meadows. I know very ; | 


little of her; only that her Ladyſhip- 
brought her out of Devonſhire walks her 
ce three years ago.” 

By this time we had reached home, 
which prevented any farther diſcourſe on 


that ſubject. My brother ſoon after took 


his leave, and we retired to our chambers, 
The next- morning Henry called, and 
aſked me to take a walk in the Park. 
We had not been there a long time, when 
we were met by Lady Caroline and Miſs | 
Meadows, who Joined us ; and before we 
had taken a ſecond turn, Sir John Dudley 
and Mr. Darcy ſaluted us. Sir John, who 
placed himſelf next me, aſked how TI © 
liked London? I told him I had been too - 


ſhort a time in it to form any judgment. 


He ſaid no more, as a gentleman came up 
to my brother, and welcomed him to 
town, 


Vor. I. ND Henry | 
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Henry preſented, him to me by the 


name of Walfingham, He is a very ele- 
gant man, but ſeems rather melancholy. 


I told my brother ſo, who ſaid he had 


been diſappointed in love, he believed; 


adding. I would have you guard againſt 
4 him; for he is very handſome, and 


. may ſteal your affections before you are 
„ aware; and I believe his heart is too 


deeply engaged ever to be recovered.“ 
I laughed; and aſſured him he need not 
. beat all afraid, for I had not yet ſeen 
the man who had made any impreſſion 
upon my heart, By this time we had 


reached home, when my brother wiſhing 


us a good morning, went to his lodgings 
to dreſs (for he has left Sir Walter Warren's). 
About four o'clock he called upon me 


again, attended me to Lady Caroline by and 


afterwards to the Opera. 


I cannat ſay I approve of the, Opera 

: much, as the action of the performers _ 
1 yrs quite unnatural, though the ſing- 
ing and muſic is delightful : in ſhort, | 


1 was not at all e with it, to the 


gur 
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great ſurprize of my company, Which 
confiſted of Lady Caroline Benſon, Lady 
Clara Fitzgerald, and a Miſs Spencer, who 
is on a viſit to Lady Caroline. As to Miſs 
Meadows, ſhe excuſed herſelf from going, 
by alledging ſhe had letters to writee 
By the way, I don't know what'to make' 
of Miſs Meadows. I think ſhe is not what | 
ſhe appears to be. I once was inclined tod 
believe ſhe was a relationof LadyCaroline's;/ | 
then, again, that ſhe was ſome young lady 
under misfortunes, for ſhe has had an ele- 
gant education. She ſpeaks Italian and 
French perfectly, and plays, fings, and 
dances, I have been told, almirably; ſhe 
has, befides all theſe, every requiſite in 
converſation to charm : in-ſhort, all che 
men ſeem to adore; and all the women to 
envy her, except Lady Clara Fitzgerald * 
who never appears ſo happy as when near 
her. I have ſeveral times aſked Lad 
Caroline concerning her; but ſhe affures 
me ſhe knows as little of her as myſelf 1 
ſhe was told, indeed, by Lady Mary Nor- 
wy the lady Miſs Meadows formerly 
N 2 93 lived: 
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Aived with (but who is ſince dead), that 

ſhe was the daughter of a lady ſhe had 

formerly known, and was a very deſerving 
young perſon, 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you I have 
been twice to the Play, and that I liked 
it much better than the Opera. To- night 
1 go to the Pantheon; to-morrow to Al- 

mack's; ſo you ſee, my dear, I lead a 
very diffipated life: but it is impoſlible to 
ve otherwiſe in this town; at. leaſt Lady 
Caroline tells me. ſo, who never miſſes 
one place of diverſion, and inſiſts always 
upon my being of the party, though I 
am inclined to believe it is more for the 
ſake of my brother's company than mine; 
for when he does not accompany us, (and, 
by-the bye, he has accompanied us very 
ſeldom lately), ſhe ſeems very indifferent to 
me, and leaves me to be entertained by thoſe 
who are willing to take that trouble. 

My maid has.juſt informed me that it is 

time to dreſs; I muſt therefore coriclude 
in haſte, as my Mamma is ready, and we 
are all to dine at Lady Caroline's. | 


- * 
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My brother has juſt ſent to let us know | 
he can't be of the party. | 
Aale my dear Lucy 
And believe me your affectionate 
M. BELVILLE. 
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LET TE RNC 
Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 


CCORDING toyour ſage advice;Ned, 
| I have changed my abode, and am 
ſettled in very convenient lodgings in 
Dover-ſtreet. As ſoon as 1 received your 
letter, I informed Sir Walter and his Lady, 
that as I ſhould make a much longer ſtay in 
town than I at firſt intended, I had taken a. 
lodging. They expreſſed great concern 
to part with me, and begged I would ſee | 
them as often as poſſible. 
Walſingham is in town, but ſtill very 
melancholy; for he does not ſeem to have 


| . Forgot his Emma yet. * R636 
| 9 I think 


. = us Tov O F 


Ichink 1 mentioned i in one of my former 
letters a Lady Caroline Benſon, whom 1 
had never ſeen, but who was a great friend 
and favourite of my fifter's. As ſoon as 
we came to town, Matilda paid her a viſit, 

and brought me an invitation Ore her Lady- 

ſhip to accompany my ſiſter to her rout in 
the evening; and I accordingly went. We 
found a great number of both ſexes aſ- 
ſembled, but there were only two of the 
ladies whom I particularly remarked (for 
Lady Caroline is not the nymph to charm 
me); the one, a Lady Clara Fitzgerald; 
the other, a Miſs Meadows. I enquired 
of Sir John Dudley, whom I have oc- 
© _<cafionally met there before, who they 
were. He told me that Lady Clara was 
the only daughter of the Earl of Balti- 
more; that when ſhe came of age, which 
would happen in leſs than two months, 
e would be intitled to a fortune of five 
thouſand a-year, left her by her grand- 
father on her mother's fide ; and that when 
ber father dies, ſhe will receive a conſider- | 
able addition of fortune in ready money, ; 


. | — | 


. 
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as the Earl is ſo doatingly fond of her 
Ladyſhip, that he ſaves immenſe ſums out 
of his yearly revenue (which is confider- | 
able) on purpoſe to leave her after his 
death; his eſtate (his Lordſhip having no 
ſon) going to a diſtant branch of the fa- 
mily. I aſked what character her Lady- 
ſhip bore : he ſmiled, but evaded my 


f meu -4 
I then repeated my enquiries reſpecting 72 


Miſs Meadows, when, Half ſuppreſſinga 


leb. he made this reply: Who that Lady 
« is, Sir, ſcarcely; any one knows, ex- 


« cept that ſhe is the companion of N 4 


„Caroline Benſon, who knows as Httle of 
* her real hiſtory as myſeif. She has had 
many offers of marriage, but has rejected 
„them all. This, Sir, (continued he) is. 
4 all the account I can give of either of _ 
the ladies? 1 2 

Tcbenked him for his infortidtion;; arid; 
a ſervant that moment calling us to Card, 


put an end to our converſattion. Either j 
by chance or deſign, we were all four 4 
ſeated at the ſame table, viz. e 


D 4. Din, 1 I 


— 
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Fitzgerald, Miſs Meadows, Sir John Dud- 
| ley, and your Humble Servant; and this 
fortunately gave me an opportunity as well 
as leiſure to obſerve both ladies. 85 
Lady Clara is rather below the middle 
ze, of a dark complexion, and black 


eyes; her noſe rather inclined to the 
Roman; her mouth large, but having a 


very good ſet of teeth, and a dimpled 
chin, it is not ſo much obſerved. This 
is the portrait of Lady Clata, as nearly as 
I can draw it; but how to deſcribe Miſs 
Meadows I know not. She is conſiderably 
- taller than her Ladyſhip ; face oval; com- 
5 plexion fair as alabaſter; her hair ſeems 
to be flaxen, but being diſguiſed by pow- 
der, I am not certain; eyes blue; very 
little colour in her cheek, though a 


trifle heightens it; mouth ſmall; teeth 


even, and white as ivory ; manners gen- 
tle; converſation at once pleafing and in- 
ſtructive; unaſſuming and polite ; a dig- 
nity in her carriage which inſpires awe 

and reſpect: in ſhort, what is to be wiſh- 
ed for in woman, I will venture to affirm 
is to be found in Jemima Meadows. 
3 After 
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After theſe warm eulogiums, you may 
perhaps ſuppoſe me to be in love with the 
lady; and I will own to you, Ned, as L 
have never yet concealed my inmoſſ 
thoughts from you, that at the firſt 
fight of her, I felt ſenſations in my 
breaſt which I never experienced before. 
But when I heard her ſituation in life, I. 
took care to eradicate. every thought of 
that kind from my mind; for which pur- 
poſe I abſented myſelf from Lady Caro- 
line Benſon's ſeveral days; and when L. : 
was obliged to ſee her, paid all my at- 
tentions to Lady Clara, who, vanity apart, 
I believe has no averſion to me. Had Ta 
fortune to ſupport her, no woman ſhould 
ſhare it but the lovely Jemima: as I have 
not, I muſt try to forget her. 

And having thus diſcloſed my ſecret to 
you, I ſhall try to ſurmount a pal on 
which I foreſee will be ꝑroductive of no 
happineſs to | 

Yours, &c:. 


HENRY BELVILLE, 


n 3 e 
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he” Lady CLARAFITZGERALD wo Mik WATSON. 


Hil- Street. 

FELL, Bab, i you believe 
it? I am over-head-and-ears in 
love with ſuch a man, you have never 
- Jeen his fellow! To give you adeſcrip 
tion of him is impoſſible, His name is 

Henry Belville; a charming one, is it 
not? I met him at Lady Caroline Ben- 
- Jon's, and had the pleaſure of ſeeing the 
"ſweet: fellow attached to me the whole 
evening, as he ſcarcely ſpoke to any one ex- 
cept Miſs Meadows and myſelf. You know: 
who I mean ;. Lady Caroline's companion. 
Poor thing ! I really pity that girl, to-live 


fo in dependence. O Bab! if I could 


have the charming Belville for a huſband, 
-how happy your Clara would be! He 


bas a father, mother, fiſter, and maiden- 


aunt. With theſe old-faſhioned folks has 


| the angelic Harry patſed his ſummer, and 


is now come to town with them ; however, 


LADY JEMIMA 6UZMan ay 
the old folks, as I call Mrs. and Mr. Hel- 
ville and the old Aunt, with their daughter, 


ſet off for the country again very fooh, 
and leave him behind, when I hope to 
get him all to myſelf. 1 have been ſeve- 

ral times at his father's, but don't always: 
ſee the ſon, as he lives in different- 
lodgings.. I am going this evening with: 


Lady Caroline and Mifs Meadows, and 


muſt therefore prepare to dreſs, . bur. will b 
not finiſh my letter till 1 return flott "OP 
viſit. Adieu! | 


| - Bldven „Cin | 
T Am come home very much out of hu- 
mour. I told you I was going to ſee Mrs. 


Belville—I looked: round for Henry, 
which I: could eaſily do; as there was a 


very ſmall: party, but was disappointed, RS 
as he was no where to be found. 

Miſs Meadows did not go, having com- 5 
plained of the head-ach, and therefore 


; requeſted to be excuſed Upon aſking 1 I 


Miſs Belville after her brother, ſhe ſaid, 
they had not ſeen him all day, but that 


_ 
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po oy. ar him every moment. 1 had 
_ "waited very patiently near an hour, when 
I fat down to cards with Lady Eliza Mel- 
liſh, Sir John Dudley, and Mr. Walſing- 
ham; but had not p lay d long before the 
charming Harry entered. It was with great 
difficulty I ſuppreſſed my feelings when ! 
| ys him, but I could not help exclaiming, 
* Dear Mr. Belville, how do you do ad 
He bow'd, but look'd very ſerious ; at the 
fame time returning my compliment. 
Mr. Walfingham offered him his ſeat, 
which he declined, but ſtood and look d 
on for ſome time without ſpeaking, At 
laſt, by way of ſaying ſomething I vexily 
believe, Where's Miſs Meadows, my 
% Lady?“ —“ She is indiſpoſed with an 
& head-ach, and defires to be-excuſed.” 
He figh'd; but did not ſeem. to know what 
I faid,” and was again filent : then ſudden- 
I bowing i in particular to me, and to the 
reſt of the company in general, he left 
the room, and we ſaw no more of him 
7 remainder of the evening. 
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At ten, Lady Caroline and I took gu,ỹj,t 
. In our way home all out diſcourſe. 
run upon the charming Belville, "as her 
Ladyſhip thinks herſelf as much in love 
with as 1 am; but that's impoſſible. 1 
put her down in Berkeley. ſquare then 
proceeded home myſelf, and have ſat down 
to give you this account; but ag Hp 
grow aye Rey muſt bid you WR, 
£6975 - Yours, &c. ©. my 
en F [TZGERALD, 
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v MEADOWS ng Mis THORNTON: 
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MY Nee 6 1 
Received your kind letter 17 
which expreſſes. your fears for my 
health. It i is not illneſs, however, which & 
has prevented my writing, hut a want of = 
inclination. to let you know what has pafs d 
| in my heart lately. After this preamble, 1 
"M0 2 


f 


„rer er 


vou will perkaps eaſily gueſs the'real 
3 e of it. Know, then, it is that 
chin Cupid which had nearly mad 
chaſm in our friendſhip ; however, chi? 
inceſſunt prayers to the little God, Lhave 
at laſt prevailed on him to draw ſome of 


ny left one remaining. 
© Seriouſly, my dear, L have been in 8980 


ſpeak of a Miſs Belville, an intimate ac-- 
quaintance of Lady Caroline Benſon.. 


| 2 her father, mother, aunt, and bro- 
Soon. after her arrival, ſhe paid a: 


_ alking if young Mr. Belville was in town, 
kis-fiſter replied in the affirmative; when 
Fre the favour of her's and her bro- 
er's company to a rout in the evening; 
at the ſame time adding, ſhe wiſhed very 


that pleaſure. Accordingly they came. 
* r . early, there were only 
. q — 


Bis arrots out of my breaſt; and I have 
now the pleaſure to inform you that 1 * . 


” dais: I believe you have heard me 
This young lady came to town: lately 


— Caroline; On her Ladyſhip- 


much to ſee him, as ſhe had never enjoyed 
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Lady Caroline, Lady Clara Fitzgerald, 

Sit John Dudley, and myſelf, prefent. Al. 
eyes were fixed on them, or rather bin, 
when they entered ; but never, Julia, did1. 


behold ſuch a man ? I thought Dudley +. 


| handſome, till I ſaw the divine Harry Bel. 


ville. Heis tall, without being awkwards. 
ly ſo; fize proportionahle to height; - fair 
complexion, tho? not effeminate ; dark 
blue eyes and good teeth; his conver” 
tion both entertaining and polite ; in ſhort! 


it is impoſſible to ſee or hear him without 


endangering-your heart. 
Lady Caroline and Lady Clara are Wes 


dying for him: each hopes to de the happy 
woman, yet neither is certain; which = 


preferred. To ſpeak my thoughts: freely, 


Lady Clara feems'to-have the preferends ; ; 4 


tho? it is difficult to decide, as he trea 
every woman, nay even myſelf, 'fpite of” 


my humiliating fituation, with the greats 
eſt reſpect and the moſt eaſy: 9 
Indeed, T have been foolith enough to think 


ſometimes that he has preferred my compa- - 
5 


3 — 5 
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but I ſoon baniſhed the vain idea Son my 
heart, and muſtering up all my reſolution, 
determined to drive him from my 
thoughts. 7 3 
To accompliſh this, I haye 3 my- 
ſelf to my apartment, ſtudiouſly. avoiding 
| every, party where I thought I ſhould meet 
bim. This I have effected by pleading 
head - achs, colds, &c. which were in ſome 
meaſure true; or, when that failed, by pre- 
tending that I had letters to write; or a 
want of inclination ta ſtir. out ſufficed, as 
Lady Caroline has always company enough 
- to attend her. By this mode of proceed- 
ing have in a great meaſure reſtored my 
1 heart to its former ſerenity; and though 
| Belville has been in the houſe almoſt every 
= day, I have not ſet eyes on him during the 
laſt fortnight. 
” _ Yeſterday I was viſited by Lat: Clara | 
Fitzgerald, who almoſt in the ſame breath. 
_ the enquired after my health. exclaimed, 
45 Lord, my dear what do you think > 
5 I have not ſeen Mr. deren theſe two. 


3 < Gags. 
| What 


| 722 
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What a ſhocking thing ! * | replied, 
ſmiling - 
Is it not very odd yo returned ſhe. 


% And what is more, his ſiſter has ſeen as 4 | 


little of him as we have.“ 


„Perhaps he has ſome favourite lady 
* who engroſſes his time.” 


« Good Heavens! (cried ſhe) if I thought 
i he had, how I ſhould deſpiſe him, as 
„ the muſt be ſame low-born wench,or 
"& ſhe would have been heard of : beſides, 
his own family muſt know it.“ 
Dear my Lady, has Mr. Belville ever. 
40 made a declaration of love to you?? 
; « Lord! No, my dear (replied ſhe, co- 
et louring); but then he has "Wy be- 
ec haved civilly to me. EATEN 
„ Hum ! (returned I) I thong Mr. 
750 Belville behaved civil to every woman, 
e Well, but, my dear Jemima, to tell 


ee you a ſecret, I am abſolutely dying of | 
ce love for this ſweet fellow; and” dot 


« you think it will be extremely hard tt 


«a N of my birth and fortune, to ſay 1 | 
E189 0 kay * nothing 
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0 nothing of my perſon” (at oY fame 
time looking in a large glaſs which the 
 Nood before) * ſhould be refuſed | by 


= - ** Belville 2”) 
3. i 40 Pray, my Lady, have you ever in- 


© & formed this ſaid Mr. Belville how much 
e your Ladyſhip is in love with him?“ 
* O lud! my dear, I would not do ſuch 
« a thing for the world ; for if I were to 
% make it known to a man of his prin- 
46 eiples, it would ſhock him ſo much, that 
* would have nothing more to ſay fo 
= ume.” 
Here ſhe was interrupted by the en- 
trance of company, when the converſation 
l wevers} tern, and I ſeized the firſt 
opportunity of retiring to my own apart- 
ment, where I determined to write my 
. account. Tho' it is more than 
- three weeks fince you received a line from 
me, I. do aflure you I have not been idle, 
/ © {having taken that opportunity of writing 
the Hiſtory ſo long deſired by my friend. 
Tes, my dear Julia, I ſhall ſend by to- 
morrow's paſt Three Pacquets, which con- 
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tain the eventful ſtory of your Jemima. 
From theſe you will find, that neither 
riches nor high birth can inſure happineſs. 
No, my Julia, no. Born to every thigg 
ſplendid and affluent, what am I now ? A * 
ſervile dependent on the bounty of others. 
Tho', if my ſtory were known, the world 
might cenſure my conduct, I cannot colt. ; 
demn myſelf. 1 thoroughly” conſidered I 
my fituation before I put my plan in exes © | 
cution ; nor did I adopt it . tilt drives 
to extremities. | ; 2 9 
I will only «dil oo. ee wlll * "$58 
which is, that you will find by taking off 
thecoverofthe firſt pacquet, I have no claim 
to the name of Meadows, which is only 
aſſumed from neceſſity ; and when my 
Julia has read the whole with attention, . 

I ſhall hope to be favoured with her gp. , | 
nion of every incident of my life, WM 
the ſame friendly freedom with which the 2 
has always hitherto treated her 1 
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Eren xIx. 
* | Captain HILLGROVE to Colonel BELVILLE, 


5 MY DEAR: FRIEND, 

\OR Heaven's ſake, whatare you ; lil ? 
A whole fortnight, and not one line! 
I it is ilneſs, why not employ the pen of 
ſome of your friends? Yeſterday I had 
Formed a ſcheme of writing to your fa- 
ther, to enquire after your health; but by 

the arrival of Capt. Wilſon from London 
laſt night, I learned that he had left you 
perfectly well only two days before. What, 
then, can occafion your filence ? I am not 

conſcious of having written any thing in 
my laſt to incur your diſpleaſure. It is 
ctue, I recommended to you to baniſh the 
5 image of Miſs Meadows from your mind, 
wand to turn your thoughts to Lady Clara, 
as ſhe was rich and of high birth: for too 

.certain'am I that your father will never 
conſent to your being united to one with- 

out either money or family- connections. 


* 


e 45%, _ Surely 


% 
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Surely ſuch friendly advice could not of- 
fend you, as I only in amanner purſued the 
ſyſtem yourſelf had laid down. Had you 


not left the houſe of Sir Walter Warten, 
I ſhould have ſuſpected him to have dran 


you into the commiſſion of the vice I ſo 


much dreaded : but I entertain too good _ 4 


an opinion of you to ſuppoſe you can be. 
led aſtray when not under his roof, tho? 
know his artful practices too well. In 
ſhort, my dear Henry, be 1 it what it may, I 


a DEI 


beg on the receipt of this an immediate 


anſwer; and be aſſured, if you are in want 
of any aſſiſtance which I can render you, 
you may command every thing in the 
power of 


Your 3 friend: 


EDWARD cn. 
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Miſs MEADOWS to Mi THORNTON... 
"2 "8  PACQUET t the FIRST. 


45 i 


Y a letter which precedes thi} my 
Julia will be informed of the pur- 
LM of. ee eee ſneets. 
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NM grand. father, who was a Spaniard | 
by birth, and whoſe name was 
Guzman, was, the only ſon of the Mar- 
quis de Guzman, who was deſcended 

| from one of the\moſt ancient families in 
= Old Spain. His temper was fiery and im- 
* Having loſt his lady at the very 

| moment 
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moment ſhe gave birth to the young AL 
phonſo, he could never endure him in his 
fight. This occaſioned the child to be 
brought up under the care of perſons 
who only ſtrove which ſhould pleaſe Him 
moſt; and altho' his father was and bis 
mother had been rigid Catholics, at the 
age of ſixteen he had not the leaſt idea of 
that or any other religion. About this 
period he loſt the Marquis his Acker, | 
ſcarcely knowing what was meant by that. ” 
tender name. Tho' he had not been ind“ 
ſtructed in the principles of religion, yet 
in every other particular he had received 
the beſt of educations. He poſſeſs d both | 
good-ſenſe and good- nature; which, hac 
they been properly cultivated, would 
have rendered him a uſeful member of 0. 6 
ciety: unfortunately, however, he was 
ſurrounded by parafites and ſycophants, 
e took care to diſeourage the leaſt mark 


Was 3 to believe that it was beneath 
his dignity to receive a petition from , any. 

| of his tenants, who were therefore either 
; | e 
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| obliged to ſubmit to their oppreſſions, . or 
cringe to his attendants to intercede for 
them. Theſe took care not to tell him 
tte leaſt ſtory of diſtreſs, for fear of 
be turning his thoughts on other ſubjects be- 
ſides pleaſure; or, when preſs'd by thoſe 
diſtreſſed people to know what anſwer the 
Marquis return'd, they were told he was 
inform'd of their ſupplications, but had 
taken little or no notice of them; and by 
theſe means, as well as by addicting him- 
ſelf ſolely to luxury and pleaſure, be 
= acquired the character of being. equally 
4 proud, diſſipated, and unfeeling. 

Two years had elapſed 1 in this manner, 
when our young Marquis became ac- 
quainted with three Engliſh gentlemen, . 
whom he invited to his houſe ; and with 
whoſe manners and behaviour he quickly 
grew ſo much delighted, that he entirely. 
forſook the company of his former ac- 
quaintance, and ſtudied with the greateſt, 
diligence the manners of his new favou- 

rites. This alteration in his conduct pre- 


ſented a melancholy Ng pect to che wretches 
| he 


- 
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he had before honoured with his friend- a 
ſhip. They now ſaw that the fabric, 


which, in their own opinions, they had ſo 
ſecurely built for themſelves, was totter- 


ing to deſtruction; and ſoon after they 
found it totally demoliſhed, when the 
Marquis informed them k had deter- 
mined to viſit England. TORT 


2 


The plan was no ſooner conceived than : 
executed. Leaving therefore the care of 


his affairs to his ſteward, ho ſoon after 


ſer out for England, where he arrived in 
ſafety with his three companions, whoſe 
characters it may not be improper or un- 
neceſſary that we ſhould delineate, 


The firſt was the Earl of Newport, el- 
deſt fon of the Duke of Bradford. This 
young nobleman poſſeſſed many good 3 
qualities; in ſhort, his only fault was a 


too great propenſity to the fair-ſex. : 
The ſecond of theſe gentlemen was the 


Honourable Mr. Ward, ſecond ſon to Lord 5 


Birmingham, who was diſtinguiſhed by all 
the failings, without poſſeſſing any of the 


virtues, of Lord Newport. To theſe he 3 


Vor. I. E © likewiſe 


able folly and exceſs. 


* 
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5 nkewiſe added an immoderate rage for 
gaming. as well as for Y other faſhion- 


Mr. Lumley (the lat of the triumvi- 
rate) was the ſon of Sir George Lumley, 
und bore a moſt: excellent character both 

in public and private life. Though bis 
annual income was not large, owing to his 
father having a numerous family, he had 
always ſomething to ſpare for the cries of 

'  -ndigence and diſtreis. From the firſt 

| time of his being introduced to the Mar- 
quis, Mr. Lumley had conceived a real 
friendſhip for him; and when Alphonſo 
informed him of his intentions of return- 
ing to England with himſelf, Lord New- 


port, and Mr. Ward, he received the news 


with the greateſt pleaſure; at the ſame time 
determining to preſerve him as much as 
poſſible from the vices of his companions. 

On the arrival of the four friends in 
England, it being the month of June, 
there was little or no company in Lon- 
don; however, each of his companions, 


- after Alphonſo had ſeen every thing that 
was 


* 
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was worthy of obſervation, - endeavoured 
to engage him in their own favourite pur- 
Tuits. Lord Newport introduced him to 
the ladies; Mr. Ward drew him to the 
gaming table; while Mr. Lumley wiſhed 
to carry him to his father's country - ſeat in 
Wiltſhire; and the Marquis, . willing to 
oblige all his friends, readily fell into every 
ſcheme which each of them ſeverally pro- 
poſed to him. | 8 
Having no averſion to the FO whe) he 
quickly, under the auſpices of Lord Ne- 
port, formed ſeveral female connections; 


with which, however, as they were con- 
fined chiefly to thoſe unfortunate females _ 


who make a traffick of their charms, he 
ſoon became diſguſted : he therefore next 
determined to purſue Mr. Ward's plan, 
and for a whole week never appeared fo 
happy as when at the gaming-table, At 
the end of that week, however, his reaſon 
began to reaſſume her reign, and he thus ; 
expoſtulated with himſelf : "ok 
What profit or pleaſure have I expe- ; 


-« * rienced i in the life I have hitherto led? 


E 2 Wc * 


ORE S Or 


3 My t two friends have cach recommend- 
| 40 ed their own plans for my pleaſure and 
« amuſement ; and I have been miſerably 


e diſappointed. in both. In the firſt I 


4 found no real or permanent ſatisfaction; 


© and what pleaſure have I derived from 


cc the ſecond ? I have ſeated myſelf at a 
e table with my pockets full of money, 
« and never riſen from it till they were 


© empty: rioting and drunkenneſs ſuc- 


40 ceeded, and I have returned home ei- 
« ther incapable. of knowing what was 


s paſt; or if on the contrary a little rea- 


« ſon remained, it ſerved only to con- 
% demn my paſt conduct. If theſe are 
„ the only pleaſures London can afford, 
„ will return again to my own country: 
« however, I will firſt try my friend Lum- 
« ley's ſcheme,, and accompany him to 


& his father's ſcat, where if I ſhould again 


6 experience a diſappointment, 1 will 
40 „ immediately bid adieu to England. 5 


Aſter having thus reaſoned with him-. 


ſ-\f, Alphonſo diſpatched a ſervant for Mr. 


Lumley, who inſtantly obe -yed the ſum- 2 


mons, 


—— 
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mons, and with great joy heard the Mar- 
quis tell him, that if he was willing to 
retire to the country to ſee his friends, 
he was ready to attend him. Lumley, 
charmed with the propoſal, hurried away 
to give orders for the intended journey; 
and the next morning the Marquis and 
Mr. Lumley ſet off for Lumley Hall. 
While the two friends are on their jour- 
ney, it may not be improper, perhaps, o 
give ſome deſeriptian of the. "CY fa, 
mily. | 
Sir: George Lumley was the ch ſon of \ 
Sie: John Lumley, who had been dead 


— 


about ten years, leaving his ſon in the + * 


poſſeſſion of a good eſtate, an amiable 
wife, and an excellent character. With - 
_ theſe requiſites he could ſcarcely fail of 
being happy, His children, at his *fa-- 
ther's death, conſiſted of Mr., George 
Lumley, the young ame already 
mentioned, and two daughters. 

With an. agreeable perſon and figure, | 
Miſs Lumley poſſeſſed a well-cultivated* 
underſtanding; the younger, however, 

Ws 3 was 1 
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was by far the moſt accompllitne of the 
two ſiſters. Her perſon was lovely; and- 
in het mind and manners centered every 
virtue and grace which could render her- 
an object of univerfal- love and eſteem. 
This young lady, whoſe name was Je- 
mima, was at this time about eighteen, 
and two years Ke Wann her ſiſter Al- 
meria. 
4s ſoon as Mr. Lamb was” apprized: 
of the Marquis's' intention, he inſtantly 
wrote to his father, who in conſequence 
made every preparation to receive them. 
On the firſt fighr of the lovely Jemima, 
the” Marquis ſtood motionleſs' with for-- 


prize and adniiration. Never before had: | 


ES beheld-a form ſo enchanting, or a face 
b. expreſive of every grace. On het- 
part, ſhe was no leſs agitated than the 
Marquis: in ſhort, each felt for the othet 
ſenſations which I had never expe- 
rienced before. 

How different, now, was „ Alphonds's 


tbttustion! Here the time never hung 
| heavy 
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heavy on his? hands, bis- amuſetments be; 


ing equally rational and inſttuctive. Thus 


agreeably had paſfed the ſummer, when Sir 


George and Lady Lumley began to talk 
of going to London, at a time when nei- 
ther the Marquis, Miſs. Jemima, nor her 


brother, even ſuſpected the ſeaſon to be 


ſo far advanced: but as their father and 
mother had only tu command to be obey- 
ed, every thing a in n for 


their departure. 
The Marquis, however; qui itted Wil 


ſhire with the deepeſt regret. Though ö 
he was ſenfible he ſhould fee Jemima 
every day as uſual, yet he was apprehen= 
five it-would' be only in a crowd, as the 
charms of his lovely miftreſs attract“ 
ſwarms of admirers wlterever ſhe was to 
be ſeen. Alphonſo therefore, dreading tor 
loſe the only woman he ever before ap- 


proved, after mature deliberation deter- 


mined to make her a tender of 1 s 


and fortune. 279 Wld 


After forming this reſolution, he 1 ** 
mediately ordered his carriage and drove 


E 4 | | to 
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to Hanover-Square, where Sir George 
Lumley lived; and luckily finding that 
gentleman at home, he formally ſoli- 
cited his conſent to an union with his 
daughter Jemima. The fond father, ever 
ready to promote what he thought would 
increaſe the happineſs of his children, 
thanked the Marquis in the moſt reſpect- 
ful terms for the honour he intended his 
family, and immediately communicated 
the propoſal to his daughter. Sir George 
found little difficulty in perſuading her to 


0 ? accept of Alphonſo's offer, and every ne- 
©. ceſſary preliminary being ſoon after ſet- 
== led, in leſs than two months Jemima 


Lumley became Marchioneſs de Guzman, 
and young Lumley had the happineſs of 
adding the cndearing title of brother. to 
that of friend; for as ſuch he had always 
confidered the Marquis, from their firſt ac- 
quaintance. 


Twelve months did not elapſe bete 
| che Marchioneſs was delivered of a. ſon, 
to the great joy of the, Marquis and all 
the family. They continued to live in 

. + me 
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| the moſt perfect tranquility about three 
3 years, without any extraordinary event ap- 
pening, except the birth of another ſony 
and the marriages of the Marchioneſs's 
F brother and ſiſter; but in the fourth year 
4 they ſuſtained a very affecting loſs by the 
deaths of Sir Gearge and Lady Lumley. - . 
. © About this time the Marquis received a 
letter from Spain, informing him that his 
ſteward was dangerouſly ill, and requeſt. 
ing either that he would return himſelf, or 
| appoint an agent to receive the accounts. 
. Alphonſo. not being. prepared to entruſt 
any perſon with ſuch an important com- 
| mifſſion, determiged, with his Lady's c- "> 
ſient, to undertake; the journey hin 
The:ſole, objection offered to this len 
by the. Marchioneſs was the difficulty and 
hazard of removing her children. Lord 
Alphonſo, the eldeſt, Was now noarly five - : 
years old, and of a ſtrong, healthy, but vio» -* * 
lent, diſpoſitions Lord George, who Was 
three years younger than, his brother, pol; 
ſeſſed a delicate form, and apparently a 
mild, Placid n on: him alone, : 
aue EZB * s 95 
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thetefott; reſled tile tender anNñety of the 


| Marckioneſs: Sir George and Lady Lum- 
ley having ne children, and being aps 


pPrirec of theMarquit's intended journey, 
reqdefled that Lord George might Be en- 


truſted to their care! Wick” ſottie Refi 
- ration the font mother ar length con- 
ſenred to leave Her little darling behind, 
— mm; tears 
at parting. 

Altes very lenut vopage, the Mar. 
qu Marchioneſs; and Lord Alphonſo 
Arved ſafely in Spain, where the Mar- 

quis had the pleaſure to find his ſte ward 
Mlt- living, and capable of rendering 


| an equally juſt and ſatisfactory ar of his 


affairs, thought he expired i in a very ſhort 
„ extremely * by 


1 II maſter. 


be Marttthe won found ian fir. 


founded by his former favourites; bur, as 
3 had foteſeen, they found his man- 
ners and affections had undergone a total 
1 He ws polire to all, but 
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partment of his fact now wore a a6 
ferent aſpect; while tris poor tenants were 
cloathed, and ſcarcely ſued for charity be- 
fore it was granted. In the mean time his 
former tutors ſolicited the honour of be- 
ing entruſted with the fimilar charge of his 
1 ſon: this, however, was refuſed, the Mar. 
| quis albeit; excite. ere NR 
brought proper tutors from England; and 
5 which was indeed true; for beſides their 
chaplain, a young Engliſh gentleman had 
been retained in that ftation till the young 
Lord was of a proper age to go to Oxtord — 
or Cambridge. 


To the infinite chagrin of the Mar- 
chioneſs, however, ſhe obſerved, that as 
Alphonſo grew up he diſcovered an over- 
bearing, imperious temper. In vain di 
this amiable Lady endeavour to correct 
his foibles by gentle means. At length 
ſhe determined to commit him ſolely to 
the management of his preceptors, as he 
was now upwards of twelve years of age. 

During all this time ſhe had not, once 
ſeen her youngeſt ſon ; ſhe therefore re- 

. | 26 i aqueſted 
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Aly the Marquis to NF her 
with the pleaſure of ſeeing him, Who. ac- 
cordingly agreed to invite Sir George 
and Lady Lumley to bring him over. 
The letters were immediately diſpatched, 
and anſwered as quickly, containing a 


— © of n there as _foon as poffi- 
le. * 


But I now grow tired with tranſeribing; 
I muſt therefore refer me Julia to the ſe. 
cola pacquet. * eee eee 
1 fe * IN A 9 'Yg urs,” : isn. ö 
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5 . CONTINUED., a l > 


and Lady Lumley arrived in Spain 
with their young charge, Lord George 
Guzman. To. deſcribe, the Joy of the 
fond mother, or the no leſs fond father, at 


the fight of their darling ſon, is impoſ- 


ſible: nor was the little charmer leſs re- 


joiced than they; for the' his parents bad | 
quitted him very young, thoſe with whom. 
he had been placed had taken the great · 

eſt pains to impreſs his mind with. proper 


ſentiments of filial duty and affection. 
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Another twelvemonth paſſed away, 
when Sir George and Lady Lumley ex- 

preflitg their wires to return to England, 
the Marquis and Marchioneſs immediately 
reſolved an accompanying them, as the 
Marquis could then place his ſons at the 
Univerfity : again therefore quitting 
Spain, they ſet off for England, amidſt 


- - the prayers of their tenants and ſervants. 
© As ſobnasthey arrived in London, eve- 


ry thing was prepared for the departure 


4 : of the two young Lords for the Univer- 
fjity of Cambridge, whither they were ac- 


cattipanied by the Marquis himſelf, who, 
after recommending both to the protec- 


tian of their tutors, and giving ſome whole- 
ſome advice to each, returned to- town. 


Lord Mphonſo, who was now in his 


- thirteenth year, heartily rejoiced at being 


u., 


thus removed from the immediate con- 

trouf of kis father and mother; for 

while he bras under their eye, he Way ne- 

calfarily conſtrafned to check and fup-- 

- preſs his natural temper, which, as 

_ has been before mentioned, was proud, 
haughty, 
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haugkty, and overbearing: he now, e- 
ever, thought bithſelf at liberty to follow 
the irpulſe of every paſſion, and ſobn 


diſtinguiffied Himſeff by being at the” 
lead of every fotous party in the Univer- 


fity. In vuin did bis preceptor temon- 


ſtrate; in vain did His father aid mother - 


expoſtulate; in vain dit his brother fol. 
eit. In what « pathetic manner did the 


amiable Lord George paint to him the 


conſequenres of the exceſſes he daily 
cotttthitted'! The only anſwer he received 
was, „Did he chink he would always be 


Thus another and another year was pat 
ſeck; and rho” His allowance from his fa- 


ther was ample, he Hold fearvely t 5 


front one quarters payment to aniithler. 
Not ſo was ſpent the tithe” of lis bye 
cher. By him the hours not aflorted to 
fitdy were paſſeck in reading, Writing, 
walking, or improving 


either with bis vutof or fön of his feflow- 
Ie A 85 dd wa ne ug n TER 
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poting over muſty Books, as he did 


converſation 


© WP HIS TOR Or. 


Lord Alphonſo had now a T4 
eighteenth year, when one morning find- 
ing himſelf rather indiſpoſed from hav-- 
ing, been intoxicated the preceding 
evening, he quitted his chamber rather 
early, =o ſtrolled to a little diſtance from. 
Cambridge, in hopes the freſh air might 
remove his complaint. As he paſſed by a 

ſmall garden, his attention was ſuddenly, 

arreſted by. perceiving a lovely young fe- 
male. o on a ſeat reading. After ſtopping 
to contemptate her perſon for ſome time, 

he determined to accoſt her, and accord- ä 
ingly entered at 2 little gate which ſtood. 

open. The fair Incognita immediately 
ſtarted up, and was haſtily retiring, when 

Alphonſo, catching. hold of her gawn, re- 
queſted he might not diſturb her. On en 
tering into converſation with her, he found 
her poſſeſſed of an underſtanding far ſu- 
perior to her appearance. After having 
with ſome difficulty extracted from her, 
that ſhe was the daughter of a farmer in 

that neighbourhood, he took his leave, 

dt the ſame time telling her, that he ſhould | 
| | not 


* 
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not be happy till he ſaw her again; then 
kiſſing her hand withdrew; 

All the way home, the farmer's okdtty' 
daughter ſo much engroſſed Alphonſo's 


thoughts, that he was reſolved to diſcover 


the real character of herſelf. and her 
friends. With this determination he 


entered College, where he ſoon took 
occaſion to enquire of all bis fellow- 
ſtudents, whether they knew or had 
heard of one Farmer Morgan (for That 
the young woman had informed him Was 
her father's name), carefully avoiding, 


however, the leaſt mention of their daugh- 


ter Maria; but could receive no intelli- 
gence reſpecting him. Thus diſap- 


pointed, he next determined to make an 
effort to introduce himſelf to the. father 


and mother of Maria. For this purpoſe 


be ſet out one morning, unattended,” to 


the little cottage where he had firſt ſeen 
her. He walked about for ſome time 
without ſeeing any-body : at length, how. 
ever, obſerving a young girl at ſome di- 
tance milking, he immediately walked 


up 


* 


— 
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up to her, and Gedling her ſinging, ſaid, 
Lou are merry this morning, my pret- 
40 tylaſs!” | 
A! (replied the girl) 1 have little 
reaſon to be ſo.“ At the fame time 
looking up and ſeeing} a ſine gentleman 
ſtanding before her, ſhe: curtſied, co- 
loured, and ſaid, „I beg; pardon, Sir; 
s but I thought it was our Tom, whom 
c Matter r ſends * me to 
00 watch,” 
„ Who! is _—; oY my pretty 
Ie 8 pl ts; | 
Farmer 1 ane: pleaſe- your 
tt. Hanour- He Wen. at the white. ber 


vonder. 
We, en 1 * 
| Ves, marry that he has, and. a. 
cc * daughter too.” | 


Aye, thought Alphonſo, this is the 
right clue to lead me to all. Shs intel-. 
ligence L want. ig. | | 
Well, but, my *. is not your 

« miſtreſs goo. to ud, | 
cc God 
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Good to me, indeed! Why, ſue has 
<« not ſaid ſo many kind things to me all 
« the time I've lived wi her as you have 
e ſaid to me to-day; and I have liv'd wi 
tc“ her three year, come next Monday.“ 

© Indeed-! But what made vou live ſo 
long with her, then?” , 


„ Becauſe, Sir, good places are hard hi . | | 
be got. Not chat her's- i 18 One; only 


6 young Madam is good to me th 
times.. : 
«© Only ſometimes How s tht, hw 


&« is that, pretty face ?” 
« Why, becauſe, Sir, the is not 4 


ways very happy, as old Madam wants 


« her to put herſelf more in the men's 
ce way, and young Madam don't like t; 
« for I aſſure you, Sir. ſhe is very honeſt, 

« tho? ſhe's only a farmer's daughter. For 
c you muſt know, Sir, ſhe's very hand- 
« ſome, and her mother tells her ſhe'd. 
«© ſoon get a huſband if ſhe'd ſhew her-. 


« ſelf a little more; for ſhe put her to 


e ſchool, and had her taught all kinds of.. 


« fine wh, and t to ſing, and to dance.“ 
cc Well 5 


4 
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Well, my dear,” (replied Alphonſo, 
taking her hand, and at the ſame time put- 
ting a guinea into it) „but don't you 
ce think young Madam, as you call her, 


_ © has a ſweetheart in a corner?“ 
„The girl now looking at the money, 


ſaid, La, your Honour! what is this 


«for 2” 


Only to buy you a riband, my dear.” 
The girl thanked him, and ſaying it. 


would buy her many things beſides ri- 


bands, put it into her pocket. : 
Why, Sir, as to a ſweetheart, I dowt 


ee know what to fay : I could tell you 
“ ſomething, if I thought young, Madam 
-<©-wor'd not hear of it again.“ 


His Lordſhip aſſuring her there was 0 
fear, the girl thus went on: 
op Why, an pleaſe your Honour, you 


s muſt know, that three or four days. 
« agone young Madam was in the gar- 
“ den a long time fore breakfaſt. Both 


«my maſter and miſtreſs waited ſome 
e time for her: at laſt old Madam got 
4 wp to look after her, and juſt as ſhe got 
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( tothe gate ſhe ſee'd Maria wi' a on 
< gentleman, who ſeem'd to be talking to 
her. Madam ſtood for ſome time look - 
<« ing at them; at laſt ſhe ſee d him kifs 
her hand and walk off. Miſs then 
e turn'd towards the houſe; but ſeeing 
«© her mother began to be frighten'd. Old 
« Madam then aſked her who the gentle- 
man was, and Miſs anſwered that ſhe 


ce didn't know, but told her a power f 


e fine things he had ſaid to her. Old 
« Madam was mortal angry that ſhe hadn't 
« aſk'd him in, and deſired the next time 
« he came that ſhe would; but Miſs Maria 
<« has ſeen nothing of him from that day 
to this, thof ſhe often ſpeaksof him.“ 
Alphonſo having heard ſufficient for his 
purpoſe, after a few more kind Words 
took his leave of the girl. He now Son 
ſidered what plan of conduct would be 
| moſt proper to adopt. He found he ſhould 
have no difficulty to introduce himſelf at 
the farmer's, and therefore thought it beſt 
to return home, that his companions 
Y gt have no ſuſpicion of his deſign: 
is Er 


* 
— 
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"beſides, the knew likewiſe, that iphis bro- 
ther ſhould happen to hear of it, he would 
nmediately be alarmed for his honour, as 
well as for that of the girl; he determined 
cherefote to _ it ſecret Nen Eg 
„ 

Having e this important Gs | 
— he returned home, and ſpent the 
day as uſual; but the next morning ſet off 
for the farmet's, when, to his great joy, 
he perceived the mother ſitting alone at 
her work in the garden, He ſtood a few 
minutes conſidering how be ſhould intro- 
duee himfelf ; at laſt, finding ſhe did not 
. Perceive him, he thus accoſted her: 

* Good-morrow to you, Ma'am ! Vou 


. <0 have a pretty ſpot of ground here.“ 


Ves, Sir,“ (return'd Dame Morgan, 
Jooking at him and riſing) © iris a pretty 

5© ſpot enough. Will your Honour pleaſe 
«x0 reſt yourſelf a little?” —All this 
time ſhe was ſmoothing her apron, for ſhe 
immediately knew Alphonſo to be the 
1 ſhe had 80 ef talking to her 


* 480 4 43 0 
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Alphonſe 
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Alphonſo. did not heſitate to acceptiher 
invation; and after a few inſiguißeupt 
nme 4 Pray; nn et 


«you a daughter ꝰꝰ 16 
„es, Sin eee . 


ugly one neither, tho I ſay it; and ſo 
*« will you when you ſec her, if you have 


„ not already: however, if you Will 


walk in and drink a. glaſs of my currant 
vine, you may ſee her again. 


Alphonſo did not require much intrea- 
ty, but following his conductreſs was 
uſhered into a ſmall neat parlour, here 
Maria was -fitting - at work. As he 
vanced towards her ſhe aroſe: bluſhing ani 
trembling, at the ſame time offering him 


aà ſeat. He took her hand, and leading her 


to the chair the had heres; placed him- 
ſelf by her ſide: he then entered into con- 


verſation with her, in which he found her 


both lively and entertaining. Two hours 
paſſed away in this agreeable manner, till 
the peparations for dinner reminded him of 
departing : he therefore aroſe to take his 


oe when Mrs. Morgan entering, begg d 


that ! 


— 
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chat the dinner might not frighten him 
away; for, Sir, (continued ſhe) if you 
ec will pleaſe to ſit down with us, we have 


_ < ſome very fine beans and bacon.” He 
thanked her, but ſaying | he ſhould not 


dine for ſome hours, took his leave. 
During a whole week Alphonſo vifited 


Maria every day, in which time he be- 


came ſenſible that he muſt either marry or 
reſign all thoughts of her, as he found, 

whenever he attempted the leaſt familia- 
Gs ſhe always reſented it with the greateſt 
indignation. - Befides, tho' Mrs. Morgan 


wiſh'd very much to ſee her daughter hap- 


pily married, yet ſhe never would have con- 
Fented to ſee her the miſtreſs of a prince. 


Alphonſo, who really loved Mana, ſuſ- 


tained a ſevere conflict between pride and 
. affeQtion. To obtain her as a miſtreſs Was 


impoſnble, and his pride would not ſuffer 


him to think of her as a wife; at leaſt to 


acknowledge her as ſuch publickly : all 
bis hopes, then, reſted on perſuading 


her and her friends to conſent to a Prayare 
Marriage. me 


"He 


* 1 


| 4 - | 
LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN. 97 
He accordingly determined to make trial 
of this ſcheme, and on hinting it to Maria, 
to his great joy found her not averſe to it. 
In a ſubſequent viſit, after diſeloſing his 
real name and rank in life, he made his | 
| propaſals more fully known to her father 
47 | and mother, when Mrs. Morgan, though - 
| certain that his parents would never con- 
ſent to his uniting himſelf to a Farmer's 
daughter, yet fondly believing Alphonſo's” 
love would prove as laſting* as it are 
preſent appeared to be ardent, "conſented 
to the teMs he propoſed, on condition 
that he would publickly acknowledge 
Maria when he came of age. This he 
readily promiſed ; and every a 
being thus obviated, a licence pro- 
cured, as well as a parſon who could be re. 
-" lied on, Alphonſo one morning aroſe gary, 
© and haftening to the place appointed for 
the performance of the Ceremony. - wil 
there met by Maria, with her mother aud 
father, at whoſe hands he received her. 


Vor. L *.P 


. . 
3 
* 


ebe year Nel landed, 3 in the 

| 3 of which Maria was delivered of a 

ſon; and it was now that Alphonſo firſt ex- 

perienced the inconvenience of a private 

marriage; the allowance he had from his 

father being too ſmall to ſupport his on 
extravagance and the neceſſary expences 
of a wife and child. "3 {1 
It was ſoon after this event had taken 
place, and when Alphonſo was only juſt 
turned of nineteen, that the Marquis paid 
1 à viſit to his ſons at Cambridge. Pleaſure 
3 ſparkled in the eyes of the fond parent, 
on ſeeing his children ſo much improved. 
He told them, that he and the March ioneſs 
were preparing for a journey to Spain, and 
were defirous of being accompanied thither 
by Alphonſo and his brother. Lord George 
accepted the propoſal with the greateſt joy; 
and though Alphonſo affected to approve "RH 
tze ſcheme, yet a ſecret pang for Maria 
evidently made him appear to enter into 
it with reluctance. However, on telling 
the Marquis that he would make prepara- 
tions to leave Cambridge as ſoon as poſ- 
* ge Bas; ſible, 

* 
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fible, the former was e ae 
bis leave. | 4:84 
In the mean time, "Alpha thovgh: 
_ diſtreſſed to frame ſome excuſe to Mana 
and her mother for his abſence; determined 
to acquaint. them with it; and accordingly 
ſet out next morning with a heavy aching 
heart for the Cottage. The tender Maria 
- perceiving, the moment he entered, that 
hismind laboured underſome anxiety, fond 
ly enquired in the gentleſt terms the cauſe 
of his apparent uneaſineſs, but _teceived 
no reply, In vain did ſhe endeavour to 
ſooth him by the careſſes of herſelf and 
her ſmiling infant, he ſtill continued ſul- 
len and ſilent; at length he abruptly ex 
claimed, « Maria, 1 am going to ew” 1 
66 you ! LE | | F Woe - 
Going to leave me, my Lord! Px e- 
plied Maria, with pallid looks and fk WI 
tering voice. 3 
.« Yes; Lam ordered by my uber o 3 
* accompany him to Spain.“. 3 


21 
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< Gracious Heaven! going to Spain, 
X and without acknowledging "me for 
46 your wife . 
. Why, you know I am not of age yet; 
* and if 1 ſhould introduce vou to my 
friends in that character before that pe- 
& riod arrives, it would prove ruinous 
„ both to you and myſelf.” | | 
At chis moment Mrs. Morgan entered 
the toom; and amazed to find her 
daughter in tears, haſtily enquired the 
cauſe. Poor Maria, unable to make any 
reply, pointed to Alphonſo, who, ſenſible 
that the ſecret muſt be diſcloſed, imme- 
diately related what had paſſed between 
- Maria and himſelf. Mrs. Morgan, how- 
ever, did not receive the intelligence with 
be ſame patient calmneſs of temper as her 
| * . dugbter had, but upbraided him in the 
*X* {| terms with his indifference 4 
* of affeCtion to his wife and child ; 
the ame time bitterly lamenting that 5% 
Bad ever conſented to their union. In vain 
did Alphonſo attempt to appeaſe her; ſhe 
bs ted fo peremptorily and vehemently 


md 
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on his publickly acknowledging Maria 
for his wife before he left England, that 
he at laſt promiſed. to conſider of it, and 

to let them know his determinants 
the following day #1242470 "2465 
With this aſſurance he mer. bur | 
returned to Cambridge, fully determined 

to prepare directly for his journey to 
London, where he hoped to find every 
thing ready for the family's ſetting out im- 
mediately for Spain: he accordingly, on 

* his arrival at College, inſtantly requeſted 
is brother to be ready to accompany him 
the next morning, and then retited * 
his own apartment. 
Though Lord George was rather 1 
priſed at his brother's precipitation, be 
forbore to aſk any queſtions, well know * WO 
ing that every enquiry would prove vain; Ne | 
and at ſeven o'clock the next morning, © 
having received a previous meſſage tat 
Alphonſo was'ready, was on the point of 
leaving his chamber to attend him, © 
when his ſervant informed him, that a 
woman requeſted to N to hint. "Sk; 
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This woman was no other than Mrs. 


Morgan; who having ſuſpected, had nar- 


rowly watched Alpbonſo; and by that 


means diſcovering his intentions, had in 
conſequence hurried thus early to the 
College, determined to commuſſcate the 


ſecret of her daughter's uren to Als 5 


5 brother, and to aſk his advice. 


yant, Lord George, though furpriſed to 


ſiee a ſtranger, and that ſtranger a female 
ene. 
"and to let him know her commands. 


tears, was for ſome time unable to ſpeak; 


bur ar lat with ſome difficulty ſtammered 


out, Do you know, Sir, e . ed 


ed ether! is married?“ - ith 
Lord George, Va- ner c Ve: at this x 


. , repeated, © My brother marries, 
„Madam? Impoſſible !” 77 5 

. Indeed he is, Sir, and has been fo 

dene this twelvemonth. 1 . t 

And pray, Madan, . to whom 2” 

— To my daughter, my Lord; and I 


4 


cd not have * your Lordſhip 


: 
= 


1 cc 1 


+ Mrs. Morgan, burſting into a flood of 
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«© this trouble, only he talks of quitting 


4 n without . 55 apy her 


& infant.“ Tz 


„Infant! Is there a n then mY 


4 Tes, a ſon.” - | PT 


Lord George now veel dart to ler 
him know the whole of her daughter's | 
ſtory : ſhe accordingly related it with 
ce equalplainneſs and circumdſtantiality ; after 


8 


which he intreated her to. be comforted, 
promiſing to do every thing in his power 


to reconcile the Marquis and Marchionets 


to Alphonſo's matriage. With this 'af- 


ſurance Mrs. Morgan took her leave, 
and Lord George went to join his 


brother; but, to his great ſurprize, was 
told, that Alphonſo had ſet. off directly 185 
after leaving word that his brother might © 


follow him. From this circumſtance, Lord” 


George became , affured of the truth. 
of all that he had heard; and therefore 
determined, before be took any other mega 


ſures, to ſee Alphonſo's wiſe: and child. 


* proceeded to the Cottage, aud 
WEED oct 1 * 8 alter 


ww” + 
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Accordingly, - inſtead of following bis * | 


— 
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abrupt departure, 3 to ſee ** 
daughter. 

But how painful were the rn 1 
this amiable young man on beholding the 
lovely Maria, whoſe languid form exhi- 
bited the image of melancholy and de- 
ſpair! He employed every ſoothing art 
to alleviate her ſorrow and exhilarate her 
| ſpicits; and preſſing her cherub ſon to his 
boſom, promiſed ever to protect it. He 


then returned to College, determined to 
Write to his father and mother, and ſolicit _ 


their forgiveneſs of his brother's impru- 
dent conduct. | 

_ Alphonſo in the mean time had ſtopped 

at the firſt village on the London' road 


from Cambridge, where he waited in 


hourly expectation of being joined by his 
brother; while Lord George, though ap- 
prized of his retreat, determined not to 
viſit him till he had received an anſwer to 
the jetter he had diſpatched to his father. 

As the Marquis was in hourly expecta- 
Tion of ſeeing his ſons, he felt no little 


© - anxiety for their ſafety, on breaking open 
OY | the 
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after call Mrs. Morgan of Alphonſo's | 
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"the ſeal of Lord George's letter: but 
hen he read the contents, rage for ſome 
time deprived him of his reaſon. At 
length the Marchioneſs ſo far appeaſed 
him, as to obtain his permiſſion to write 
to Lord George, and inform him, that 
though the Marquis was too much of-. 
fended tò ſee Alphonſo at preſent, he had 
conſented that his wife and 1 5 
be brought to London. 


With what joy did Lord George r re- 
ceive this affectionate epiſtle! He in- 
ſtantly flew to the Cottage, and after hav- 
ing read that part of it which intereſted 2 
Maria, deſired her to prepare ee 2 A 
ately for her journey. Fe. 

The following morning. Lord George, | 
Maria, and her infant ſon, ſer off for Lone 
don; but they were obliged to travel very 
ſlowly, as Maria's weak ſtate rendered her 
totally unable to ſupport any fatigue ; | ' 

and ſo oppreſſed was ſhe with fear and ap- 
0 prehenſion, that ſhe fainted, when. the 

chaiſe ſtopped at the Marquis's door.. 
Lord George carried her in his . 0 | 
from the. carriage to the parlour, where 
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ne found the Marckionefs. This niniabls 
woman uſed every means in her power to 
reſtore Maria to life; and having at laſt 1 
effected it, endeavoured to ſooth her for- b 
rows and calm her fears by the N af- 1 
3 and endearing expreſſions. 
Lord George now thouglit it bigh time 
to inform his brother of what had paſſed, 
and accordingly wrote him a narrative of 
every tranſaction; at the ſame time ad- 
Viſing him to come to town, and by throw- © io. | 
ing himſelf at his father's feet endeavour | 
do regain his confidence and favour... . N 
= This letter being diſpatched, the Mar- 
£6 chioneſs next attempted. to prepare the 
Marquis for a vifit from Maria. He re- 
” fiſted all her entreaties for ſome time; but 
. length the repeated ſolicitations of 
bPerſelf and her ſon prevalled upon him to 
admit of Maria being intioduced to him, 
though he peremptorily refuſed to ſee 
either Alphonſo or the child. Before Ma- 
ria, however, could profit from the Mar- 
Ehioneſs's affectionate interpoſition, the 
anxiety of her feelings had operated ſo 
powerfully and fatally on her delicate 
frame, that the was incapable of leaving 
je ee her 
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Ber chamber on the. day abies Gr bb N 
interview. with the Marquis; and a phy- 
fician being ſent for, pronounced her caſe 
to be ſo dangerous, that it was judged 
neceſſary to ſend an expreſs- to. haſten. 
Alphonſo's journey to London. 

On his arrival, he was told that * 
we iſe had been given over by her phy ſician. 
Being conducted to her room by his bxo-- 
ther, and approaching the bed, he ſtarted- 
at the fight, on beholding the pale, ghaſtiy 
form: for ſo rapid had been the progreſs. 
of her diſeaſe, that ſhe reſembled a corpſe - 
more than a living perſon,, 

After gazing on her for ſome time =; = 
looks expreſſive of the, deepeſt afflition,. 
Alphonſo. aſked. her if, 1 did not know. 
him. | S 7 | 

% Ness, nd 10 and I am re- x 
« joiced you are come, that I: may take 
{© laſt: farewel.” She then deſired Ford: © 7 
George to wait on. the Marquis, and en- | 
deavour to prevail on him to parden his 
ſon before ſhe died. Lord George immes - 
diately complied with her requeſt; and 
ſoon after returned: with his father to Ma-... 

| V 


＋ 


* 
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| | ria's chamber, where ſhe had the ſatisfac- 
tion of ſeeing a mutual reconciliation take 


place between her father and her huſband. 


She did not, however, long enjoy the 


pleaſure ariſing from this ſcene, being ſoon 


after ſeized with fainting-fits, in one of 


9 which ſhe expired, after having wiſhed 
Alphonſo every happineſs in a future 


marriage with ſome amiable woman 
- ſuitable to his rank in life, and earneſtly 
recommended her infant fon (whom ſhe 
wiſhed for that reaſon to be brought up 
in ignorance of his real birth) to the pro- 


tection of Lord George, in the following | 
terms: If you, Lord George, who once 


- © promiſed to be a father to him, would 
«*condeſcend to undertake that charge, 


„ ſhall leave the world without regret.” 


Lord George readily accepting the truſt, 


ſolemnly promiſed her never to deſert the mi 


child, but to educate him as his own ſon. 


The Marchioneſs was extremely affect- 
ed by the death of Maria, and Alphonſo 


Lord 


ſeemed abſorbed in a ſtupid grief. 


* George in vain attempted to conſole him 


for the loſs of his wife, by preſenting to 
him the little pledge ſhe had left him of 


* 


her 


y © ny 
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her affection. He turned from the child 


with a kind of horror, and having repeat - 
edly ordered that it might never be intro» 
duced into his ſight any more, Lord 
George ſoon after removed the little In- 
nocent out of the family ; nor does any of 
the papers in my poſſeſſion mention what 
became of him afterwards. | 
At the expiration of three months AL 
phonſo's reaſon ſeemed to return, when 
the Marquis and Marchioneſs, in order to 
diſſipate the melancholy which ſtill hung 
about him, again propoſed a journey to. 
Spain; and upon his aſſenting to the-pras- * 
poſal, preparations were immediately made, 
and in a few weeks after the whole family - 
arrived ſafe in that country, where the7 


were received by all their 2 with 


the greateſt, demonſtrations of j Jog. | 
kae t ebenen narrative Lib 55 


; period, I muſt refer my Julia to the next 


Pacquet for the birth and hiſtory of her g 


Sincere and affectionate Friend, 8 
bx 8 iq of <7 7 7 IIA. p 


'PACQUET 
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ond Alphonſo, who had now en- 
tered the one - and- twentieth year of 
dy ſoon-found that the ſober life he 
led at the Caſtle by no:means-contributed 
to reſtore his eaſe of mind: he therefore 
formed an acquaintance with a. party of 
young gentlemen, who drew him into 
every kind of diſſipation and debauchery. 
Drinking, gaming, and ſenſual pleaſures. 
now. filled up the whole of his time. In. 
vain did the Marquis his father, as well as 
Lord George his brother, entreat him to · 
3 and from the company of his 
preſent” 


r 
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preſent diſſolute eompanions: Alphonfo 
was deaf to the admonitions of both. As 
to the Marchioneſs, with ſorrow the pers 
ceived the abandoned life he led; but too 
well knowing that all remonſtrance and ar- 
gument would prove vain, ſhe contented 
herſelf with lamenting his follies in ſe- 
cret. | Ve ES BS 

Being thus in a manner given up by all 
his relations, Alphonſo without controut 
gave full ſcope to the indulgence of every _ 
brutal, degrading paſſion, till at length 

he had the mortification to find the r 
of his friends loſt, his conſtitution im- 
paired, and his fortune diminiſhed, And 
now it was that he began to pereeive the 
folly as well as danger of his conduſt e 
his pride, however, would not ſuffer him 
to acknowledge it to his friends, who 
would have rejoiced in ſuch a diſcovery. 


White Rüphonſ was menen 


means of reſtoring his ſhattered fortune 


and almoſt ruined health, the ĩdea of look. 3 


ing out for a wife with a large fortune oo. 
Turred to KINA but knowing no Spaniſh” 
4 R We 
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lady e he approved, he determined 
on a journey to England. This reſolu- 
tion being adopted, he communicated it 
40 his friends; at the ſame time aſſuring 
them that his determination was, not to 
return to Spain till he had united himſelf 


c _ to a lady who ſnould do honour to DI 


n his family. 
On his arrival in SPED he took a 


| 4 thous in one of the faſhionable Squares; 


and being poſſeſſed of a title, an elegant 
perſon, and a ſplendid equipage, found 
0 difficulty in introducing himſelf into 
the firſt families of the kingdom. Joy 
ſparkled in every mother's eye where he 
appeared, and each ſtrove to outvie the 
other in complaiſance and attention. This 
behaviour, at the ſame time that it flat- 
tered Alphonſo's vanity, gratified his pride; 
aud he determined to ally himſelf to no 


4 woman who was not poſſeſſed of rank, 


beauty, and riches:./ Among the various 


peauties which ſolicited bis notice, he had 


BEE ej evening 


© highierto-ſcen-none poſſeſſed of charms ſuf- 
© n to, fix his aff - Ctions, when one 
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. evening having negligently ſtrolled into 
the Playhouſe, he careleſsly ſeated. him- 
ſelf by two ladies who accidentally caught 


his eye on his firſt entrance into the honſg. 
On viewing his companions, with atten- 
tion, and finding them both, young, byt 


one in particular uncommonly beautiful, | 
he attempted to engage ber in converſa- © 9 


tion, but always received an anſwer which 
proved her reluctance to enter into diſ. 
courſe with a prolon, of wha! raph te 
was ignorant. 


The lady who e her 85 f 


addreſſed her by the tide of Lach Suan z 
from which Alphonſo found the fair In- 


cognita was of a rank equal to his own. - 
Her pride, however, mortified him. Al- 
ways accuſtomed to a kind of adoration 
from the fair-ſex, he felt a chagrin at the 


indifference of this lady which he had ne- 
ver experienced before; eſpecially as he 


evidently perceived that it proceeded om 


no averſion to his perſon or manners; by 


ſolely from that kind of pride which ſeem- 2 
ed to lay, 66 _ perhaps be converſing 4 4 
: « with © oY 
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. with a man who is beneath me.” This 
_ "rendered him the more anxious to diſco- 
ver his own rank and quality; and finding 


the ladies propoſed going to Ranelagh, 


he determined to follow them, in hopes 


of there picking up ſome acquaintance 
"who could inform him who the was, as 
well as communicate Hs name and family 
w TT 


The ladies quitted ths houſe as ſoon as 
the play was ended. Alphonſo did not re- 
main long after, and entering the lobby 
was ſurpriſed to find them ſtanding among 
a crowd of footmen, chairmen, &c. &c. 
He inſtantly enquired of the Boxkeepers, 2 
why thoſe ladies were ſuffered to ſtand 
among ſuch improper company; and being 
informed that their carriage and ſervants 


were not to be found, he ſtepped forward 


and made them a tender of his own. Af 
firſt Lady Suſan ſeemed averſe to accept 
his polite offer; but on hearing: the box- 
| Feepers call for Lord Alphonſo Guzman's 


e, the inumediately ſuffered herſelf, 
th. * 5257 hy nothing 
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nothing loth, to be conducted by him . 
his carriage. enn | 

After having ſeated both the ladies ſafe. 
y, he next begged to have the honour of 
attending them; a favour which | Lady 
Suſan, condeſcended to grant, after having 


- previouſly requeſted Alphonſo to en the | | 
- coachman to drive to Ranelagh. . 4 


Lady Suſan and Alphonſo: now Nee, 


into a converſation, in Which if the former 


diſplayed no ſmall ſhare of wit, ſhe diſco- 


vered herſelf to be poſſeſſed of an qt 4 
ſhare of pride. Upon entering the R.,. 


tunda, which they found very much 
crowded, ſeyeral of the acquaintance f 
each party joined them; and e 


being accidentally ſeparated from her La- 


dyſhip, had an opportunity of enquiring 
her name and rank of a gentleman W]—ƷH2 
happened to know her. From this gen- 
tleman he learned, that ſhe was che 8 
ter of the late Earl of Wakefield, whoſe - 
family-name was Villars; that me Was 
poſſeſſed of a very ample fortune, entirely 5 i 
at her own diſpoſal ; that having no rela» © 
tion living, ſhould ſhe happen to die 

| "a, IN 


oe « 
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oY fingle, her whole fortune, Which was 
'y upwards of fix thouſand a-year, would 
 *-devolve on a perſon. who was almoſt a 
ſtranger to the family; but that if the 


* married, and left iſſue, either male or fe- 


Biesion to his perſon, fortune, or family, he 


male, the whole inheritance would deſcend 
to chem. | 


Upon Alphonſo:aſking if he 1995 bday 


{adwirers, his informer replied in the af- | 


*Srmative; but added, that her exceſſive 


Pride and baughtineſs had deterred, all 
e them from dee an alliance” with 
her Ladyſhip. 5 


Alphonſd thanked the Semen PE his 
. and his vanity, not without 
guftice, prompting him to believe that 
Lady Suſan could have no reaſonable ob- 


determined to offer her his hand. Having 
Formed this reſolution, he again joined her 
Ladytbip; and on her exprefiing a defire 


of quitting the place, conducted her to the 


carriage, and ſaw her with her companion 


5 Aale home. £ 


On taking his leave, he requeſted per- 
miſſion 10 wait on her Ladyſhip the dext 


en 3 15 ne 
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morning. when "the invited him to ber 


"iy 


rout in the evening. om 


Alphonſo's impatience prompting bi 
to wait upon Lady Suſan rather ſooner: 


than the uſuab time of viſiting, he fund 


her alone at her harpſichord. Her Lady. 
ſhip received him with apparent pleaſure ; 
and endeavoured to throw aſide that hau- 
teur with which ſhe had treated him 


the preceding evening, as well as in the 4 


morning, when 1 more e Welt; pres. | 


ſent. ' Ae IM 


Alphonſo erte aka aloha in 
her behaviour with pleaſure z-and deem. 


ing the preſent a fair opportunity for cul-; 


tivating a more intimate acquaintance, the 


converſation was ſupported with equal 
ſpirit and good-humour on both ſides, 


till the entrance of company put an ena 


to it. In ſhort, Lord Alphonſo in à very, 
ſhort time ſo inſinuated himſelf into her 
Ladyſhip- s affections, that on making her 

an offer of his hand, ſhe e it with 
very little hefitation. © 

_ He now thought himſelf arrived at the 

ſummit of his wiſhes; fondly ſuppoſing that 


2 er en s pride norhaughtineſs 


would 
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would continue after her marriage with 


him: in this perſuaſion, however, he found 
hbhuimſelf miſerably deceived. The preli- 
minary articles of ſettlements, pin- money, ; 


Te, being concluded, Alphonſo: wrote to: 


the Marquis, acquainting him with his pre- 


ſent engagement, and requeſting from 


Lady Sufan as well as himſelf, that their 
- nuptials might be honoured with the com- 


pany of his father, mother, and brother. 


As theſe tender friends needed little ſoli- 
Sitstion to comply with Alphonſo's re- 
Aden, "they immediately ſer off for En- 


gland, where, on their arrival, they found 
every neceffary preparation for the wed- 


ding in ſuch forwardneſs, that Lady Suſan 
in Avery few _ WET became Alphonſo's 


1 wife. 1 


During the firſt two months after their 


3 Marriage, our new-married pair lived tole- 
- rably happy: but before the end of the 


third month, Alphonſo diſcovered that his 
Lady was as much enamoured of dreſs, 


" company, and diſſipation, as himſelf : how- | 


ever, well knowing that ſhe had an un. 
de 7H to ee every 453 7 
Alen 


. 
— 


60 


- 


- 


LADY JEMIMA. GUZMAN. 115 
which could be procured by the large 
fortune ſhe had brought him, he treat- 
ed her follies and extravagancies with 
equal indifference; and neglect. The Mar- 
quis and Marchioneſs often lamented that 
Alphonſo had made his election of 4 
lady ſo violently attached to the pleaſures 95 
and diſſipation of the gay world; yet as. 
often would the Marchioneſs exclaim, A 
* How dare we repine? Were we co 
« tented when he married a woman who- 
ct appeared to poſſeſs every amiable 6 
c well as valuable qualification? Yet now.” 
« we are diflatisfied, tho" he has "allied > 

ee himſelf to a woman every way ſuitabls 
* to his rank.“ > * te 

Lady Suſan was extremely defiroidh 60 
have a child, being very unwilling chax oy 7 
her eſtate ſhould deſcend to ſtrangers; ; the. 1 
however always added, that “if it WAS: 
not a boy, ſhe ſhould hate it“ 

About two years after her marriage, her | 
Ladyſhip being delivered of a daughtes 
(who is your Jemima), prepared herſelf to | 2 7 
kate me from the moment ſhe heard of Wd '2 

my ſex; while my father, upon teceiving * 4 
* * * from the aw; 
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ili bad upon his heel, ſaying, that 
% he ſhould have been better pleaſed if it 


-- © had been a boy. Thus was I in a man- 
ner immediately deſerted by both my pa- 
rents. My bitth, however, was welcomed 
in a different manner by the Marquis .and 
Marchioneſs, who received me to their arms 
with equal pleaſure and delight; as did 
Iikewiſe my uncle Lord George, who 
; Joined with his father in inſtantly pronoun- 
<ing that I was the picture of the Mar- 


chioneſs. 


At the end of a week my 8 defired 
= to ſee the little fright. Being taken to 

ber, and happening to cry juſt as I was put 
- into her arms, ſhe peeviſhly exclaimed, 


13 Take the little croſs brat away !” Hap- 


© pily for myſelf, I was at that moment 
equally inſenſible to her Kindneſs or un- 
Kindneſss. 

In the firſt viſit Lord George paid to 

Lady Suſan after her accouchement, he 

=  aſkedher, if ſhe was not charmed with 

ber little daughter? << Why,” (replied ſhe) 
| it is not quite fuch a fright as I at firſt 

>, mg it; but I ſhould much rather 


% have 


* 
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< have had a ſon; to which my father 


added, that “ I was a pretty creature 
* enough, as I was very like my grand»; 


e mother“ (conſequently I muſt have re- 


ſembled him, as he was the n 
of the Marchioneſs ).. 

As ſoon as I had attained the fourth ak. - 
of my age the Marchioneſs, who thought 
it neceſſary for me to learn ſomething 
more than I could acquire in the nurſery, 
and who obſerved that my parents appear- 
ed equally indifferent to my education as 
to my perſon, requeſted their permiſſion to 


let me live with her, promiſing to ſuper- 
intend the care of my education. Lady 


Suſan readily complied with her defire,, 
as ſhe felt not the leaſt emotion of ſorrow 
or reluctance to part with me. 


I was accordingly removed to the Mar- 'S 


quis“ s houſe, where I paſſed five ꝓears in 


the utmoſt tranquility and happineſs, dur · | 


ing which I was inſtructed in every polite 
and uſeful accompliſhment, __ _ | 
When I was about ten years old, the 


Marquis was under the neceflity of going 
Vor. I, 8 6 
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to Spain for ſome time; and tho” he had 
made ſeveral temporary excurſions for a 
few weeks, he was unwilling to go for a 
e time from home without the Mar- 
chionefs. For my part, I remember I was 
overwhelmed with ſorrow at the thought 
of parting with all my friends at once (for 
ſuch I cortfidered the Marquis and Mar- 
chioneſs tobe): my mother however, having 
conceived an inclination to ſee Spain, told 
my father that the withed to accompany 
them; and he not daring to refuſe her 
immediately afſented, and preparations 
were accordingly made for the journey. . 
Upon the arrival of the two families in 
span, 1 ſtill continued to refide with the 
Marquis and Marchioneſs during an inter- 
val of two years, when I found myſelf de- 
Prived of both theſe affectionate friends 
and relations, firſt by the death of the Mar- 
luis, and afterwards by that of the Mar- 
chioneſs, who only ſurvived him four 
e I forgot to mention one circeum- 
ſtance, Which was, that when I was about 


ſex noon of ige, my uncle I ord George - 
+ Rt 
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left England to make the tour of Eutope. ; 
A few days before he left London he Peer. . 
ſented me with a diamond ring incfoſed'i in | 
the following line:: FOR 
« Should ſtern Adverfity*s rude ſtorms alla. : 
„Let not jemima's hope or ſpirits fail: 2 
% In each ſad hour of ſorrow or diſtreſs, ' 
Still let her not deſpair of happiteſs: © 154 
„Still let her traſt the Donor of this Ring | 
* May future years of peace and pleaſure þring.” apy 


At this: time of the Marquiss deam 
Lord George was not returned from his 
tour; and he arrived likewiſe too latè to 
pay the; laſt filial duties to his mother. 

After the death of theſe two well; be⸗ 
loved, much- lamented relatives, I was re- 
moved to my father's houſe, where I found 
the ſcene ſo very different from that to 
which I had been accuſtomed, that terri- 


7 


fied by the diſmal proſpect which now pre: 


ſented itſelf, I fell into a kind of ſtupe- 2 
faction: this was ſucceeded ſoon after by a” 
violent fit of fickneſs, during which Lord 
George returned to Spain and ſettled his 
 affaits, but quitted it again before I was 
82 | recovered, 
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recovered,” as he was unable longer to re- 
main in/a place which-continually remind- 
ed him of the loſs of parents whom he ſo 


tenderly loved; not to mention that he 


was equally diſguſted and offended by the 


indifference and the compoſure with which 
my father had taken poſſeſſion of the late 
Marquis's title and eſtate. 


Of all thefe particulars I was informed 
6 by my maid : the incidents of the former 
part of this Hiſtory I learned from the Mar- 
© Chioneſs a ſhort time before ſhe died. My 
father, however, did not live long toenjoy his 
title and eſtate: for I had ſcarcely entered 
my fifteenth year when he was ſeized with 
a mortal diſeaſe, of which he died in two 


days. This proved another ſevere ſtroke 
to my. happineſs as well as fortune; for 
my father having left every thing to my 


. mother's diſpoſal, I had nothing which I 
"could call my own except a few jewels and 
a legacy left me by my grandmother : and 


though I had never received any particular 


mur ks of kindneſs from my father, yet he 


had never wwended n me with the rigour I had 
| experienced 
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? experienced from my mother, who ſcarcely 
ever ſpoke to me, and who never ſuffered. 


me to enter the room when any company _ - 


were preſent ; by which means 1 led a life 


of retirement, books, drawing, and * 1 1 


filling up the whole of my time. 

I had lived twelve months in this ſitua 
tion, when, one day, as I was ſitting in my _ 
dreſſing- room, reading TFhomſon's" Sea- 
| ſons, my mother entered, and in a much 
kinder tone than the: had ever ſpoke to me 
before, enquired after my health; adding, 

that ſhe ſhould be glad of my company to 
the play that evening. I need not tell you, 
perhaps, that I accepted her kind inwita- 
tion with the greateſt pleaſure and thank - 5 
fulneſs; and inſtantly ringing for my maid 
ordered my things to dreſs. I muſt own'7 
took no ſmall pains in compleating this 
taſk ; for tho' I had viſited every place of 
public amuſement during the life of the 
Marchioneſs, I was then too young to at- 
tend to what was ſaid either of my perſon, 
dreſs, or manners. But my vanity having 
been excited and flattered by the profuſion 
uo, G 3 | of 
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ON 1 daily paid to my perſon: or 
accompliſhments by the dependents which 
generally ſurround all young ladies of 
2 certain rank in life, my dear Julia 
will not perhaps be ſurpriſed to be told 
of my taking ſome pains to adotn myſelf. 
As ſoon as I was dreſs' d, I went into the 
ditawing- room, where I found a great num- 
ber of well · dreſſed perſons of both ſexes aſ-- 
ſembled, ſome of whom I had before ſeen 
in the late Marchioneſs's life-time... As 
ſoon as tea was over, we went to the play, 
when my mother, contrary to my with and 


1 expectations, placed me n the front of the 


box, where I had not fat long before Lob. 
ſerved every eye fixed upon me. From 
5 this embarraſſing ſituation, by which I was 

exceedingly diſtreſſed, I was however 
happily ſoon relieved by the attention of a 
lady who fat next to me, and who, perceiv- 
ing my confufion, kindly endeavoured by 
her converſation to divert my attention 
ttrom the penetrating looks of the unperti- 

nent ſtarers who ſurrounded us. How- 
5 a8 . 1 heard a 


2 voice 2 


"0 


"> 
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voice behind me exclaum, ** Heavens, my. 
Lady! who is that divine creature?” Upon 
turning round to ſee from whom this ro- 
mantic exclamation proceeded, I obſerved. 

a petit figure ſtanding by my mother with 
1 rivetted upon me. Picture to yaur- 
elf a little ſhort ſwarthy man about forty, 
with large goggle eyes, a long hook'd poſe, 
a wide mouth, and very ugly black teeth, 
and you will form no incorrect idea of the 
.amiable per ſonage who had thus inconti- 
nently acknowledged the force of my 
charms. My mother anſwered his queſtion 
by ſaying, “ It is my daughter, my Eord .“ 
On this, advancing forward and compli- 
menting me, he expreſſed his hope that he 
mould be better acquainted With me. 
boived, but made no reply; for ſuch Was 
the diſguſt I had already conceived to his 
perſon, that I wiſhed to * * _ 
ing to him. 
The play being added he lee an 
carriage, and after handing in the Mar- 
chioneſs, deſited permiſſion to ſee us home:; 
. my mother aſſenting, I had by 

Ws | G.4. this 4 
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this means an opportunity of obſerving 
is converſation and manner, both of which 


1 found to be as vulgar and difagreeable, 
as his perſon was frightful and diſguſting. 


As ſoon as we reached home he took his 
leave, tho* not without an inv itation from 


my mother to dine wich ber the next 
day. 1 2 
During un my mocher aked me 


bow I liked the Marquis D'Almeyda ? 
Without the leaſt heſitation I told her, 
that I was equally diſguſted with his perſon 


and his manners. She made no reply, | 


and ſoon after we retired to reſt. 


The next morning I was — to 


breakfaſt with my mother, after which 

mme ordered me to dreſs for dinner. Sur- 
priſed as I was at this alteration in her be- 

_ -  haviour,-I was determined to take no no- 
tice of it, at leaſt for the preſent. A whole 
week paſſed in this manner, during which 
I was wholly engroſſed by company at 
home, or dining abroad with my mother ; 


but whether we dined at home or abroad, 


ED umu was always ſure to be of the 
| GP $52 | * S - partys 


8 


LADY. JEMIMA' GUZMAN. s 


party, as as well a8 always to bee near 


me; * though I had many admirets, 
| "they; « all . aloof wh. ba was Pe” 


X ö a NE 
I was e to think myſelf coth- 


a happy, when, at the end of the 


above- mentioned week, I found e 


to be compleatly miſerable. 


As I was fitting one day in the drawing- | 


room waiting for my mother, the Marquis 
D' Almeyda entered. On ſeeing me alone, 


he inſtantly flew towards me, and ſeizing 


my hand, exclaimed, © My dear Lady Je- 
« mima, how. happy am 1 to find you 


*  thus;! | have long wiſhed for this lucky 


e moment, but deſpaired of ever meeting 


4 with it.“ He then made a full fects. 


ration of his paſſion, and concluded wich 
aſſuring me, that he ſhould be miſerable 
without me. As I had expected from 


his. preamble what followed, I anſwereU' 


with equal caſo and compoſiire, cha: 
was greatly obliged. to him for the geod 


opinion he was pleaſed to entertain of , 


wh that I thought myſelf too young toenter 


(ON 2 into. 5 
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into the ſtate of matrimony. He st- 
tempted to tutn What I ſaid into ri- 
dicule, by replying, that all young 


ladies pretended to think ſo at firſt; 


upon Which I told bim in the moſt ſerious 
tone and manner I was capable of aſſum- 
ing, that at preſent I had no thoughts or 
intentions of changing my condition; 
and that I had never yet ſeen the man [1 
- »equld approve as a huſband. The Mar- 
quis, colouring. with anger, ſaid, he 
Fancied I ſhould find my ſelf en and 
3 left the room. | 
I was very much ſurpriſed at a belia- 
viour- ſo different from | what I ſhould 
have expected from a man who pretended 
to adore me, as well as not a little alarm- 
end at his declaration on leaving the room, 
that be faucied 1 fbould find myſelf. miſ ten. 
1 was not ignorant that he was a great 
favourite of my mother's; I alſo knew, 
hat in whatever party of pleaſure I was 
engaged, the was ſure to engage him like- 
iſe all this, joined to the ſudden alter- 
© tion in her n. not a little per- 
5 3 | Plexed 
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ploxed me; for during the preceding. 
fixteen- years; the had fcarcely ſpoken 
twenty words to me till the preſent werk. 

Theſe reflections engroſſed my attention 
ſo mach, that my mother: entered the 
_ room without my perceiving her. Find- 
ing I did not obſerve her, the ſaid, “ Je- 
„ mima, you are very thoughtfül! “ 

I ftarted at her voice,/ and riſing, fat® 
deen again, ſcarcely mug 1 . 19 
when ſhe thus went on: = 
80, Tthear the Marquis D/Almneyda. | 
e bas done you the. 5 (offer * +, 1 | 
* his hand?) “?“ 

The honour, Madam * — "A | 

„Ay, child, to be ſure !' Don't you: 
1% think it ſuch ?: ee ou co his 
M | 
No indeed, my Dai Tia vote 
Is there any other man you like bet-- 

s ter N FIN 
„ Not one.“ 29 [19.7 5 
' Why, Werz do you refuſe . dx. 
*. He has a large eſtate, and no contempti- 

" ble underſtanding; and Conn the: * \ 
28 G 6. „ 0 
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* -dreffing-room ten minutes before the Mar- 
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en hot - quite ſo dung antl. Manddſbehe 28 


— you might wiſh, yet h take 
„ him all ag he is _ up 
2 amiſs.“ 1 2 

In vain 1 pleaded my Aiflike to his wy 


| And manners; ſnhe peremptorily order- 


ed me to receive the Marquis as a man 
deſtined by her for my huſband; and after 


having ſternly told me that I ſhould never 
bave any other, haſtily left the room. 
Seeing now too plainly what I had to 


expect, I endeavoured: to bring myſelf to 


think more favourably. of him; but in 


vain; and I left the drawing-room. with 
the determined reſolution of never'becom- 
x the wife of the Marquis D'Almeyda. 

When I-went down to dinner, I found 


2 room full of company, among: whom 
"was the Marquis. He ſpoke very little; 
and whenever I chanced to meet the eyes 
of my mother, ſhe looked at me with a 


* of contempt. „ e gn 
- As ſoon as, the cloth was removed, 1 
withdrew ; but had .ſearcely been in m 


quis 
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quis entered. Surpriſedꝭ at an interruꝑtion 
ſo uncommon, I exclaimed, Pray, Sir, 
e what means this intruſion?“ 77” e 
« 1 am ſorry, Madam (replied be), 
et that you deem it ſuch, a8, I havo the 
faction of the. Marehioneſs for, the 
3 ergy I have faken. I am core,gnee- 
are to, ſolicit ehe and to beg 
20 Tac ens f Db 
% ſhould; have — Sir, the 
| 4 - anſwer I formerly gave o would 
$have been ſufficient a but nee I fnꝗ 
205 It is. not, 1 maſt. begu leave it aſſure 
*&you; that it is the fixed determination 
© of Jemima Guzman nevet to become 
the wife of the Marquis D'Almeyda.” 
„He bit his lips, walked abut the 
room for ſome moments, and at laſt 
replied, „ Very well, young Lady; and 


« ſo yqu are firmly reſolved} never to 
„ marry the Marquis D'Almeyda | Ian 


, aſſurę you, however, that your mgther 
g wilb never conſent to ſee you the Wiſe 


Hf auy other mein iZ f 007 HD,! 


% am heartily ſorry for it.“ 


- 
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M chat moment my mother entered. 
with a. countenance in every feature of 
which was baue rage, 1 and 
Auppeintment. ere 

% How dare you, bufly,” cried the, in 
a voice that made me ' tremble, /< ail. 
4 pute my will ? Prepare at the expł- 
«ration of three days from this timè 
1 to become the Marchioneſs D'Almeyda ; 

e that is, my Lord, if you will conde- 
1 ſeend te accept of her.. 
The Marquis aſſured her, that nothing 
ae give him more pleaſure,” notwith- 
RKanding the nr en © _ * 
— to him. 


—— e tiwaldy to me, 
Remember, in three days I ſhall re- 


* go you to the care of one, whom I am 
_ #6 afraid will treat you too kindly,” and 
with this ſpeech ſhe left the room. 
The odious figure Whom ſhe had left 
behind now advancing to me, ſaid, “ 1 

am ſorry, Lady: Jemima; 1 mould oeca -. 

„ fion you 007 fan WF (continued 
* he- 
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** he) will you thus e the wil of 
80 your mother? n "Oy 
© Beeauſe, Sir, I find it MARY im- 
poſſible to obey her; and if you really 
« feel the love you pretend for me, I am 
. ſure you red roy alt thoughts of 
( me.“ a 

as No, never (cried he with * 
1 mence); and you will find, Madam, 
that you will be compelled, diſguſting a as 
J may appear to you, to receive me as 
Ar your huſband ; for never will Trelinquiſh 
«© you but with life; though you have 
& almoſt rendered yourſelf hateful to 
c me;“ and with this dreadful menace he 
Kei the rooty./ . EIN 
Think, my dear Julia, what muſt have 
been my ſenſations at ſuch a threat as this! 
If he was capable of treating me thus 
before, what had I not to dread from him 
after, marriage? His behaviour therefore 
only ſerved to ſtrengthen my reſolution, 
and I once more determined never to be- 
come his . 


The 
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The next morning I received a meſſage 
from my mother to attend her in her 
dreſſing- room: I immediately obeyed the 
ſummons, and on my entrance was defired 
to be ſeated, when ſhe thus began: 
Sap I am very much. ſurpriſed, Lady Je- 
40 mima, at your obſtinacy in refuſing 
e the hand of the Marquis D'Almeyda. 
J have · before aſked, you, if you prefer 
4 any other man to him? If you do, let 
0. me know it, and I will allow you more 
1 «, time to conquer a paſſion which you 
.< may, have too haſtily, entertained.” Here 
; the ſtopped. 
+ Lafluced. her i in + ee there was 
not a man living for whom l felt the leaſt 
Partiality ;, but that at the ſame time I 
could not conſent to an union with 
the l truſt, my dear Ma- 
dam, added I, riſing, and. throwing 
5 at ker feet, that. you would not 
e to {ee your only child miſerable; 
xc; yet that, indeed, my dear Mamma, will 
0. be the caſe, ſnould J ſuffer myſelf to 
2 de perſuaded to marry him.“ 4 


She 
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She then aroſe from her ſeat, and order- 
ing me to do the ſame, took my hand, 
ſaying, © P' ll tell you what, child; you 
«© may talk for ever about your diſlikes 
« and your miſeries, and all that; but 
I ſuppoſe you are ngt now, to be taught, 
that when, once my reſolution. is fixed, 
„nothing can ſhake i it. Another thing I 
«muſt add, is, that I had rather ſee you 
4 miſerable than forfeit my word; * for 
7 having pledged my honour, that in | 
«© leſs, than a week you ſhall become the 
« Marquis s wife; ſhould you ſtill per- 
« ſevere in oppoſing my will,. you. maſt 
« never expect to. ſee my face any more. 
60 Conſider my honour, therefore, and your 
bs own. dependent ſituation, and let * 
% know your determination in td hours.” 
80 faying, the left the room, Leaving me 
almoſt petrified with horror ,at a ſpeech 
at once ſo cruel, unfeeling, and unna- 
tural, 0 1:24 21980 e 
. 1;L,perired to, my chamber « in a ſtate of 
_— not to be deſcribed, and throwing 
myſelf into a chair indulged my tears, 

which 


” Lay 
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"which now ſtreamed apace, and endea- 
voured to reaſon myſelf into a more fa- 
vourable opinion of the Marquis D'Almey- 
da; but all in vain; for the moment + 
Pre to think of him with any degree 
of temper, his laſt horrid ſpeech ruſhed 
into my thoughts, and overturned” They 
ſuggeſtion in his favour. 
In khis manner did I paſs the two hours 
mMaotted me for my Arend, when I 
received a meflage from my mother, to 
let me know that they were expired at 
"the ſame time ſhe ordered my maid, who- 
* brought it, to tell me, that if 1 had not 
= returned to a proper ſ ſenſe of my duty, I 
"had better not a appear before her. As I 
uus fully ſenfible that I ſhould only i irritate 
Ber by my preſence, I was very glad to 
excuſe myſelf, and, taking vp my pen, 
| wrote as follows : bt 
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5 "IN MADAM, 

4 SORRY am 1 to diſpute your will ; 
but wg, indeed, 1 find it An im- 
3 cc poſſible, 
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4, poſſible, after the moſt mature delibera - 
tion, to comply with; your commands. 
„Iwill ſolemnlylbind myſelf not to enter 
into any engagement without your con- 
„ ſent and approbation; neither will Jin 
any thing elſe diſpute your. will; but 
ee with this, forgive me, honoured Madam, | 
« if I aſſure you I never can comply. Al! 
„ my deareſt Mamma, if you knew the 
joy Thave experienced in this ſnort weck, 
4 laſt two days, you would pity me, I 
1, am ſure you would; but I will nd longer 


c treſpaſs on your patience, but conclude ' 


% myſelf, 

6 Deareſt Madam 
IP « Your moſt-dutiful Daughter 

. in every reſpect but this, 


* 


- 1 


eee eee 


I diſpatched this note by my maid, an] 
waited with impatience for an anſwer ; but, 
to my great ſurprize and terror, when my 
maid returned, wha was a faithful goed 
girl, I obſerved her in tears. On my de- 

| firing 
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firing to know what had paſſed, the told 
me, that the Marquis D'Almeyda was pre- 
ſent when ſhe delivered my letter ; that 
-Þy mother, after reading it, reddening 
with rage, tore it in an hundred pieces, 
and trampling on it, bid the girl tell her 
miſtreſs, that ſhe would treat the writer in 
the ſame manner if ſhe was there. 
After this I had nothing to expect but 
the moſt rigorous treatment; I therefore 
eſigned myſelf to Providence; and hap- 
Pening by chance to obſerye, my Ring, 
| could not help exclaiming, « Oh! Lord 
% George, where: are you now ?? / 

I I paſſed three hours in the moſt dread- 
ful ſuſpence to be imagined; when I re- 
egived a meſlage from my mother to at- 
tend her in the parlour: I. complied with 


; * ber commands with a heavy heart. On en- 
tering the room, I ſaw my mother fitting 


YT and 71-57 7: 


| {at a table covered wich parchments: at 
'* ber; right-hand. fat the Marquis D'Al. 

: meydaz and on the left ſtood two add 

-- 1m, who were danger. 15668 


I, by 


ann 


LADY JEMFMA-GUZMAN, 148" 


My mother, on my entrance, (in a 
kinder tone than I expected) bad me come 
forward, I did ſo, tho'ſcarcely able to get 
to the table, I trembled ſo exceedingly.” 
She then took a pen, and preſenting it to 
me, defired I would fign thoſe writings,” 


I took it, and throwing my eyes over the LEED 


paper, perceived the words“ Articles of 
Marriage.“ Inſtantly dropping the pen, 
I declared no power on earth ſhould co 
pel me to ſign ſuch a paper againſt my in- _ 
clination. My mother in a rage asked, 
how I dared thus to diſpute her will; and 
at the ſame time taking up another pen, was 
preparing to put it into my hand, when; 
unable to ſupport myſelf, 1 ſunk upon 
the floor in a fainting- fit. 
IJ recollected nothing that paſſed for 
ſome time; but when Lat length reco- 
vered, found myſelf on my bed, my 
maid ſtanding by me with ſtreaming eyes. 
On enquiry ſor my mother, Mariatine- 
told me, that as ſoon as ſhe perceived me 
to be revivihg, ſhe had left the om 
Upon aſking if ſhe ſeemed ſhocked at 


con- 
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8 condition ? Marianne auſwened; Ves; ut 
in a tone of voice which plainly indicated 
that what ſhe ſaid, was n 8 e 

comfort m. 92 

1 In half an hour 1 ae Win 

F vil from my mother, who, after ſeating: 

after my health (tho' in a tone of voice 

which plainly told me that her anger was 
far from being ſubſided) defired to know 
if I would fign the writings the next 
morning) Good Heaven! Madam, 
* can; you ſtill defire ſuch a ſacrifice ? 
Have you been witneſs to the ſituation 
to which thoſe odious writings reduced 
ei me; and can you ſtill mae me * 
e obey you?“ | 
I do, (returned be) and wall like- | 
«wiſe expect to ſee you Marchioneſs- 
re D'Almeyda before to-morrow night;”- 
«Nog Madam,” "replied I, with a ſpi- 
| NE thought I could not have aſſumed, 
no power on earth, 1 here ſolemnly de- 

<«/clare, ſhall ever compel me to give 5 

©Hhand-atthe altar to the Marquis“ 

As My 


hw Eats. Ad * * „*** 
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My mother inſtantly few into a Violent 
rage, at the fame titne ns. as * 


| the left the room, that ſhe Would make” 
every vein in my heart e for this un- 
dutiful behaviour. e 


7 lay for ſome Wade derbi in 5 


my mind what plan of conduct I ſhould 
adopt, when I at laft determined by ſome N 
expedient to effect my eſcape, and, tho“ 
knew not whicher or to hom to fly, to. 
commit myſelf to Providence for my fu- 


türe welfare and happineſs. With this 


reſolution I aroſe, and taking what money 
I bad in my pofſeſhon, with my watch; a 
few jewels 'of tny grandmother's, toge - 
ther with her's and my Standfcher- . pie- 
tures, and ſewing them all up in a little 
bag, put them into my pocket: as to the 
diamond ring given me by my Uncle, 1 
uſually wore it on my finger. nas, i 
thus arranged my little matters, T'feter- *. 
mined to wait the family's going yy rue 
to carry my defign into execution. 
About eleven o'clock my maid iat 
my room, exclaiming, O! Madam, 
«© where 


by 


* 
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« where will your diſtrefſes end? Your 
Mamma has ordered me to give . 
: e your hat and cloak.” ©, 
„ Hat and cloak! (repeated ol What 
_ do you mean?“ 
God knows, Madam ; Zoe: my 4 
« ſtrangely miigives me; for there is a 
„ coach- and. ſix at the door to conyey you 
9 no one! knows whit 1 6 
Aſtoniſhed as I was. at * intelligence, 
I bid her comply with my mother's di- 
rections. The faithful Marianne accord- 
= ingly. gave me my hat and cloak, with 
ſtreaming eyes; and juſt as I was leaving 
the room, threw herſelf on her knees be- 
fore me, and exclaimed, My dear, 
dear Ladypwhen ſhall I ſce you again?“ 
1 held out my hand to her, unable to 
ee hut a and of tears coming to my 
teliet, I fad, Do vou know whither 1 
am going? 45 | „ift 
O0! no, Madam, no! N we are 
” afraid you will be HT. to the 8 
9 e YT 360150 a9 
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\ I had not time to aſk; an explanation, as: 
I heard my mother's. voice on the ſtairs: . 1 
enquiring if I was ready: I therefore 
preſſing Marianne's band, bid her be. 
comforted, and left ben. n a d oat 

On entering the parlour, 10 9 
roſe; and ſaid, So, Miſs, I think you 
« ſaid in the pretty epiſtle you ſent me this 
morning, that you ſhould obey me in 
ce every thing but one; I think it my 
« daty, however, to endeavour to make 
« you all. obedience; therefore follow: 

c me.” 45 N N 
I followed her to th aeg, Woche . LY 
coach was, waiting; and after ordering me 
to ſtep in, The ſeated herſelf by me. We 
rode on in profound filenceſome time. For 
my part, I could not form the leaſt idea 
whither I was going. I had heard my 
grandmother mention an old Caſtle which! = 

had been inhabited by my great- grand 
father, but I could not conceive whats 
purpoſe could be effected by ſhutting; me 
up there. We travelled. in this mander 
till morning, when, about eight o'clock, 
we ſtopped at an old- faſhioned building, 
Vor. I. "0 the 
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the exterior of which mm in eren 
| reſpect that of # priſon. 
T Thelarge iron gates grated on che ruſty 
miages. The perſon who opened them (an 
old woman) ſeemed to be about fixty years 
. -of age, and her face looked the emblem of 
 Hlnature. She ſpoke to my mother, but 
in fo low a voice a could not diſtin- 
guiſh what the ſaid. 
Having quitted the carriage we walked 
through a large 'court-yard, which led us 
to an old antiquated building, which 
ſeemed tumbling down with age. We next 
entered a hall (whoſe walls likewiſe ap- 
pPeared to be in a mouldering ſtate) paved 
wick black marble cracked in ſeveral 
places, and hung round with old pieces 
of armour, fire- arms, ruſty ſwords, &c. 
Se. The whole ſeenied calculated to 
ſtrike me with Horror and diſmay. 
We now came to a parlour, which was 
cCülean, neat, and well-furniſhed. This 
toom I found was appropriated to the uſe 
of the old woman. Here my mother, turn- 


ng to me, ſaid, « This, Jemima; is the 
place 


te of your duty. Don't think the treat 
te metit you may receive from this good 


ce woman ſevere, as ſhe acts ſolely by me 
ec orders.” She then left the room, Gy 


giving me time to reply. 
I ſtood motionleſs, ſcarcely knowvit 


whether what I had ſeen or heard was a 
dream or a reality; at length recolle&ion \ 


returning, I aſked the woman if my mother 


was gone; when the replied in the affirria« 


tive: I afterwards propoſed ſeveral other 


queſtions, to all which the anſwered in 
as conciſe a manner as poſſible.” Finding 

I could derive no information from ver, 1 
defires to have ſome breakfaſt 5 after 


which J requeſted to ſee the apartment 
where I was to ſleep. She immediately 
conducted me thro' another hall to a ſtair- 


eaſe; which both of us having aſcended, 


ſhe opened the door of a large room; and 


after ſaying, This, Madam, is your 
& apartment,” walked down Ben, with- 
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ec place I have at preſent deſtined for ybur 
ce abode; at leaſt till you return to à fene 
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e it trembling, as the om was 
i. dark, I I. could ſcarcely ſee my way:z 
but perceivingaglimmering light thro? the 
window-ſhutter, I ventured. to open it, 
and found it looked into a garden over- run 
with weeds. 1 tried to open the caſe- 
ment, but to my great diſappointment 
found it faſtened with a padlocccæx. 
With a figh I now turned to view my 
apartment, which, as I before obſerved, 
was very large. At the farther end was a 
fire-place, which ſeemed. to have been 
long diſuſed. The furniture, which was 
crimſon ſattin, conſiſted of ſix old-faſhioned 
large elbow chairs, (fo crazy, that I was 
almoſt afraid to ſit down on them) two 
tables, a cheſt of drawers, and a couch. 
Such were the contents of the apartment 
deſtined for my future reſidence. 

Perceiving another door, I advanced 
Wen it, and turnibg its key entered a 
room; ſomewhat ſmaller than the former, 
where ſtogd a, large bed, the pillars of | 
whi ich ſeemed to have been. ſteel, but 
were now entirely encruſted. with ruſt, 


and on the top was. placed a coronet. The 
furniture 
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Furniture of this curious bedſtead, which had 
been formerly white, appeared to be nue 
injured bythe moth. The window-curtaing, 
of which there were three in the room, 
had been evidently made to fuit the bed; 
and the chairs were of fine carved wood, 
but as antient as thoſe of the other room 
a looking-glais and 2 ſmall table cos 
pleted the furaiture of my bedchamber,| 2 
I ſtood for ſome minutes gazing in file: 
horror, when claſping my hands, and a 
the ſame time falling on my knees, I exz 
claimed, O! my God, what will be- 
* come of me?” A violent flood of tears 
coming to my relief, ſomewhat eaſed me; 


then offering up a petition to the Divine 


Diſpoſer of all events, I found my mind 
ſomewhat more calm, tranquil, and re- 


ſigned. 
I had ſcarcely recovered myſlif, when 


the old woman opening the door, defired - 


to know what I choſe for dinner. I re- 
plied, that I ſhould be ſatisfied with any 
thing ſhe might bring me; after which 
requeſting to know if I might be _ 


ted to walk in the garden, ſhe anſwered 


H 3 in 


l 1 
= ” 
"= 
"dl 
— » 
ey % — 
y » 
; * © 
- 
* 
« 


1 > mer grandeur and elegance, I rambled 
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ee tie could inform ma 
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in the affirmative ; and then defiring me 
to follow her, conducted me by a back 
way to the garden-door. In the garden, 
which till retained marks of its for · 


for near two hours without ſeeing any · 
body, when, turning down a walk which 
led to the houſe, I was ſurpriſed by the 
© fight of a man digging, and who pulling 
3 his hat on perceiving me, a ſudden 
thought ſuggeſted itſelf that I might ren: 
der bim uſeful to me. I accordivgly aſked 
' him if he belonged to the houſe, when he 
_ anſwered, © Yes, Madam ; my name- 19 
„ Marvo, and1 am ſon tothe perſon mo 
te takes care of this caſtle. 

Pleaſed at finding him fo communicative, 


to whom the Caſtle belonged ? 

. Why;Madaw,iehasnocbeeninkabited 
« by any of the Guzman family for upwards 
« of theſe hundred years. In conſequence 
© of ſame ſtrange notions the laſt inhabi - 
© tant took in his bead, none of his 
= MM ya to make 07 uſe of 5 
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and Lverily believe ſome of them ſcarcely 
& knew they had ſuch a place belonging 
to them: but the late Marquis's grand · 
te father having accidentally paid a viſit 
*« to it, and being a great lover of G- 
te thic ſtructures, intended to have had it 
« repaired, and accordingly looked out 


« for ſome perſon to live in it; when finds = 


ce ing my mother willing to undertake it, 
t he had a ſmall apartment fitted up for 
her, and ſettled an her a penſion of fift/ 
pounds a- year. He had alſa employed 
« workmen to repair the building; when 
ſoon after it pleaſing God ta take him, 
his fan neglected it, and never took any 
other notice of it, than punctually 
4 to pay my mother her annuity.“ * | 
Here he ended; and I was juſt going to 
queſtion him further, when, perceiving his 
mother, he turned down the next walk, 
and was out of fight in a moment. The 
ald woman hurried to me as faſt as her 
ſeet . would permit her, ſaying, Ha 
« Madam ! who was you talking to a“ 
Nobody“. : 

| H-gt 5 
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No! I'm fure I thought I heard your 
c voice. Have you ſeen my ſon??ꝰ 

* Your ſon! Why, have you a fon ?” 
for I was afraid of owning I had, eſt 1 
ſhould excite any ſuſpicions in her. 

„ Tis no matter; dinner is ready, if 
your Ladyſhip pleaſes to walk in.“ 

I followed her into the houſe with a 
much lighter heart than I felt on entering 
the garden: ſhe then defired me to walk 
up ſtairs, where ſhe would bring dinner im- 
mediately. I told her I ſhould be better 
pleaſed to dine below; ſhe ſmiled, and ſaid, 
de that would not do,” and then hurried 
away. Finding I muſt comply, I aſcended 
- the ſtairs of my priſon; for in no other 
light could I bring myſelf to  confider 

it: Morvo ſoon followed with * 
5 ren and an apple-tart. 

While I was eating, I aſked her if ſhe 
e procure me pen and ink, as I 
wanted to write to my mother. She re- 
. plied, ſhe had ſtrict n to allow me 


neither. 5 
"I 6, That's 
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© That's very hard ! (returned I) Am! 
“e to have nothing to amuſe me within 


« theſe ſolitary, diſmal walls? 
« | don't know,“ was all the anſwer ſhe 


vouchſafed to make me. 


„ Pray, do you know why" 1 am con- la 


&« fined thus cloſely ?”. 

« You, my Lady, certainly lh bet- 
te ter than 1 do; I therefore beg you will 
« eat your dinner, as I am expreſly 
4 t to anſwer any 1 . 
tc ever.“ 

Finding ſhe was determined to obey 
her inſtructions, I continued filent till 1 
had dined, when I defired to know if I was 
allowed the uſe of two rooms only. She 
could not help ſmiling, ſpite of her ill. 
nature; at the ſame time replying, © 1 
« ſhould think, Madam, theſe two rooms, 


«© with the liberty of the garden, were 


„ ſufficient for your uſe,” 

O, very well,” ſaid I, (rejoiced to 
hear her acquieſce in my walking in che 
garden) * tis no matter.“ N 

H os 
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7 Se then went down ſtairs: I ſoan follow- 
ed her; and mecting with no. Wanerruptzan 
entered the garden with a light heart, in 
Hopes of again meeting the gardener. I was 
- However diſappointed, for he was no 

Where to be ſeen. The fall of a ſudden 
ſhower of rain obliged me to return 

to the houſe ; ſoon after which the old 
woman brought me tea and candles, 

do my no ſmall joy; far the rain conti- 
nued to fall with great violence, and was 
accompanied with ſuch high guſts af 
wind as to make the whole building ſhake, 
Before ſhe removed the tea · table, ſhe en- 
quired what I chaſe to have for ſupper. 1 
told her, nothing; after which ſhe left me, in 
ſpite of all my entreaties to the contrary. 
About ten o'clock ſhe came again to tell 
me that ſhe was going to bed, and to 
| Anow if I wanted any, thing. 1. 
that I was very much terrified to be left 
thus alone, and begged her for pity's 
ſake to ſtay with me; but in vain: the 
very coldly wiſhed me a good - night, and 
walked away, 


I now 
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I now faund myſelf quite in zn agony- 
At every guſt of wind I expected. the q 
to fly open, and a hundyed Hobgoblins to 
enter the room; for I reęllecteq what the 
gardener had told me gf a ſixange notion 
that had formerly prevailed af the houſe 
being haunted. Thus dig I fir for g full 
hour in a ſtate of mind not to be deſeribed.; 
at laſt, on hearing the clock ſtrixe One, I 
ventured to bed, haying firſt placed the 
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endeavoured to compoſe myſelf to ſleep. 
I had not lain long, however, before 1 


was diſturbed by the ſtrangeſt naiſe I had 
ever heard in my life. Starting up in my bed, 
to my inexpreſſible terror I found the light 
of the candle was extinguiſhed ; and ſoon aſ- 
ter I heard ſomething tread acroſs the room. 
I again lay down, and covering myſelf with - 
the bedcloaths, heard nothing for ſome 
time; till, juſt as I was trying to perſyade 
mſelf the whole might be an illuſion of 

H 6 * 
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an 1 felt fomething leap: upon my 


bed: I gave a violent ſhriek, and through 
fear and terror 1 ſuppoſe fainted, as 1 
recollected nothing that paſſrd for ſome 


Hours: however, when I opened my eyes, 


t 


1 * e not three rats in the trap!“ 


to my great joy I found it was day-light. 


I hay for ſome moments to recover my- 
ſelf, when looking towards the dbor, I per- 
ceived it to ſtand wide open (for I had 


not locked it, as J could find no key): 


my window-ſhutter was alſo open, and 
the candleftick was on the floor. Art laſt 
1 got up; but before I could put on my 


cloaths the old woman entered the room. 
Lord ha' mercy!, (exclaimed the 


«6 « beldanie) what a night, we have had ! * 
5 Ha'n't you heard. the wind)?“ 


| . 5 44 God. knows what I have heard (re- 


« plied ID, but I have been frightened. ſo 


6 much, that 1 will never enter a bed 


ee again in this houſe'; : 1 Will ſooner fr up 
'* the whole night.” | 15. pI, 9 

Without making me any anſwer, the 
 Fuddenly ſcreamed out, Lal! if there 


hs Rats! 
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4 Rats! (exclaimed D Heavens: is it 
ce poſſible I can have been ſo much alatm- 
ec ed and terrified by rats only, , the 
i 0 
I then related what had paſſed, which 
only excited a laugh in the brutiſh' wo- 
man. ich en 
Lord! (eried ſhe) you here a whole 
& day, and not know there were rats! 
&« Why, there's not a room in the houſe 
«but what is over-run with them,” | 

1 made no reply; but telling her 1 
would walk in the garden till breakfaſt 
was ready, left her, though the told me 
I ſhould find it very wet. 

I walked for ſome time without ſeeing | 
the gardener ; but at laſt, to my great joy, 
eſpied him at ſome little diſtance, * I im- 
mediately haftened to him, and, in or- 
der to draw him into farther converſa- 
tion, accoſted him with, „“ Pray, Mr. 
* Morvo, do you think the preſent Mar- 
quis de Guzman knows any AN of 
e the ruinous ftate of this caſtle? 
No, Madam, (replied he) 1 . 
not, for his father never viſited it; but 

| 6s your | 
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#* your father, Madam, as acquainted 
< with it, zs he and his lady (your ma- 
cher) ame do the it nat hang Hetage ho 


* died "of 


Finding from this that ho was not ig- 
grant of my ſtgry, I thought it beſt to 
come to an explanation with him at qnce. 
« Pray, do you know the reaſon of my 
« confinement here, and how long it is to 
te continue ?” 
The reaſon of your being confined 
40 here, my Lady, is, 1 believe, on ac- 
cc count of your refuſing the Marguis 
% D'Almeyda; and as to hoy long it will 
© continue, I am inclined to think that it 
4+, will Jagt till you conſent to marry him,” 
Then that will never be (returned 
)! though this garth will not be bur- 
* thened with me long, if I can find no 
If g06aps to ed ar ft eat to. per a 
6 letter to my uncle.“ | | 
Ah! Madam, would it were in my 
„power to tell vu where he was; but 1 
1 N e nee he e 
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<:Ggod Heaven! (exclaimed. 1) e 

| & be ib not dead!” Fo, 
« Do pot be too. much ſhacked, my : 
« Lady, if I anſwer you that I àm tas 
much afraid he is; at ſeaſt report ſays 


_ * ſo; and I. have ſome reaſon to think 


e that to- mortou the Wehe herr | 
ce will confirm it. . 9 | 

« Then, lifting up my hands and my. 
eyes to heaven, I have not one friend 
left in the world! Gracious Heaven ! 
% what will become of the wretched Je 
e mima? | 

4. 7, Madam, would prove a friend to 
* you, ſpite of the great inequality bet int 
us, might 1 nm 1 
#5 gdyice.” 141 

Speak! Can dum you aue 
4 mey” 
£ Why, Madam, my md 86 you, 
may perorive, is very ſtrict. Ihe Mar- 
* chiodeſs will be hexe to-morrow hen 
& the purpoſes once more to endesa to 
pexſuade you. to an union with h Mar- 
Ts Af you conſent, tbe will teke you 


home 25 
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- & home with her: if you do not, the Mar- 
« quis is to accompany her here the fol- 
46 lowing day, when you will be compelled 
% to give him your hand. 

1 ſhuddered to hear this relation, and 
inflanely rold Morvo, if it was in his power 
to deliver me from my preſent confine- 
ment, I would reward bim for ſuch a 
ſervice. | 

In my power, Madam, it certainly is, 
46.25 T have all the keys in my poſſeſſion 
every night; and if in the interview 
« with your mother to-morrow you find 
© things to be as I ſay, I will deliver you: 
% as to reward, I require none. But I 
«wiſh, Madam, you would retire to ano- 
s ther part of the garden; and if by any 
t unforeſeen circumſtance I ſhould not 
* happen to ſee you ſooner, you will to- 
e morrow afternoon find a note underneath 
this buſh.” He then, without giving 
me time to reply, inſtantly walked away. 
Scareely could I refrain from falling on 
my knees in the garden to thank the Al- 


2 for thus raiſing me a friend where 
194 I leaſt 
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1 ſeaſt ex pectet 66 Find? one {© hbwever; 1 
"walked towards the houſe, and was met 
by the old woman, who was Comes, to 
Hoek me. e 9 

1 paſſed this much in the ſame man- 
ner I had done the preceding day, except, 
indeed, that I was more calm and com- 
poſed in my mind. I ventured to go to 
bed at night, having obtained a lamp to 
burn, and ſlept tolerably well. 1 did not 
riſe till nine Oclock the next wornigg * 
and had ſcarcely breakfaſted, When the 
old woman came to tell me tte Mat- 
chioneſs was arrived, I went down ;* but 
to relate the convenſation* Which paſſed 
between us 1s impoſſible : 1 Wept, "knelt, 
and {entreated; but in vain: the faid that 
ſhe was determined on my marrying the 
Marquis: that ſhe had brought me my 
eloaths and ſome books, but before the 
week was expired I ſhould be the Mar- | 
quis's wife: that he propoſed coming to 
the Caſtle the next day, when the ſhould 
accompany him, and that they intended 
to ſtay there the remainder of the week. 

N | In 
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In vain I objected to bis religion, in vain 
complained of his ill-temper ; this was the 
ſcheme propoſed, and it fbould be exe- 
'cuted. She likewiſe mentioned the cir- 
cumſtance of my uncle's death, which ſhe 
| ſaid happened on ſuip- board; and ſoon af. 
zerwards left me. 
I fat for ſome time in a kind of deſpon- 
Heney,: till at laſt, arouſing myſelf, 1 de- 
A467 mined to make uſe of the gatdeney's o- 
fer, and effect my eſeape. With this re- 
Jobutiqn I walked into the garden, where 
3:0. the farben Naar vo WAGE fer 


5 « Well, Madam, what is your deres. 
1 isdn 40h 

4 — eſcape from this Place, if poſh 
Very well, Magary, you may depend 
*,0n having a chaiſe xeady, with two mn 

_ © Gor, whale fidelity I will anſwer with 
my life) to protect you, between the 
hours af twelve and ↄne this night. In 
che mean time, if you will pack up 


v "ous PR Iwillchink upon ſome 5 
tho 
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* thod to convey them away, while my 
mother takes her afternoon's nap. 2 | 
I was preparing to thank him, when he 
prevented me by ſaying, © Hold, Ma- 
dam, no thanks are due: only be quick 
* in packing up your cloaths:” then 
turning haſtily away, he abruptly left me. 
| I hurried to my apartment, where, af 
ter falling on my knees and returning 
thanks to an all-gracious Providence far = 
his paſt K preſent mercies, and feryentix 
praying for the continuance of his future 
+ cath 1 prepared to e Wy. lade 


I had in the morning put on a rl 
dreſs. I now packed up the few cloaths © 
and pagks I had, together with my may 
ney and jewels, except a preſent which 
I deſigned for the faithful Marxo. I then 
fat dawn, the tears ſtreaming from my 
eyes, when changing to look upon the 
Ring my uncle gave me, Ah! (exclaym- 
ed I) why cquld not you, Lord George, 
* cqatinue here? Your lite would chen 
7 {pare "hom preſerved, While the p 
e Jemima 


. 


* "OE would at leaſt bave had one 
« friend to fly to for protection.“ Upon 
recovering myſelf, and again revolving 
the ſtep I was about to take in throwing 
myſelf, though not quite ſeventeen, on 
the world without friend or protector, 
1 found, that as it would be neceſſaty to 
fix upon ſome plan for my future ſub- 
fiſtence, it would be moſt prudent to 
change my name, as well to elude a fu- 
ture ſearch, as to preſerve my rank in life 
ſecret. I therefore immediately deter- 
mined-upon aſſuming that of Mzavows, 
by which name I have been known ever 
fince. 

By this time tue old woman had brought 
up dinner; when obſerving” that I eat 
very little, ſhe hoped, ſhe ſaid, I ſhould 
eat more when I had company. I made 
her no reply, and having finiſhed a very 
ſparing meal, ſhe went away. 

I now waited with the utmoſt impa- 
tience for Morvo, who in leſs than an 


hour appeared to carry away my trunk, 


| bringing with him an empty one, to avoid 
* * 


— 
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ſuſpicion in caſe his mother, ſhould, miſs 
mine; a precaution which I had entirely 
forgot. I then offered him the preſent 1 
intended for him, when, to my great mor- 
tification, he would only accept a motety;. 
of it, in ſpire of every thing I, could urge 
to the contrary, . He told me that about 
one o'clock I might expect him, When he 
would conduct me ſafely out of the houſe: 
and taking oh; my trunk, hurried: down 
ſtairs, 
Ta deſcrib@ ob agitation of my ning 
during the intervening hours is impoſſible, 
uncertain as I was how this affair might 
terminate, as well as equally . uncertain 
what might become of me afterwards. Ws 
About ten o'clock the old woman came 
as uſual to wiſh me a good night. I told 
her I was going to bed directly, and, to 
avoid ſuſpicion, affected to make prepara- 
tions for that purpoſe. The time between 
her leaving me and chat of my deliverance, 
1 ſpent. in prayers for. my happy eſcape an 1 
future ſafety. „ 
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m a few minutes after the clock had 
truck One, the faithful Motrvo entered my 
room. Upon his taking my hand to lead 
me down ſtairs, an inſtant trembling took 
peſſethon of my whole frame, my feet 
Afuſed their office, and I muſt have fainted, 
had not a ſhower of tears come to my re- 
Ref. Mor vo perceiving my ſituation, took 
mie in his arms, and carried me down to the 
garden, when the © freſh air immediately 
revived me, and I found my drooping 
ſpirits return, on viewing the fineteſs of 
the night (for the moon ſnione in all her 
luſtre) : not one dark cloud appeared, but 
each ſtar ſeemed to vie with the other in 
brilliancy. As ſoon as we came in ſight 
of the chaiſe, I ſtopped to thank my de- 
1 iverer, and again urged him to accept 
Wat he had before refuſed ; but all in vain ; 
be only requeſted me to be expeditious, for 
fear of a ſurprize. 1 accordingly haſtened 
tothe chaiſe, when giving Morvo my hand 
by way of bidding him farewel, I jumped 
in, and ordered the men to drive on agree- 
0 ably 


* 
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ably to the directions they had ee 
from the faithful gardener. 

I atrived at the inn where 1 — 
to ſtop, about ſeven in the morning. After 
paying the drivers, I inquired for the und 
lord, by whom I defired to be informed, 
if he knew of any ſhip failing ſoon for 

England. He replied, that there was one 
goitig out of the harbour direCtly, as 
the wind ferved. On afking if there way 
any Engliſh company on board, he an- 
ſwered, there were two ladies and three 
gentlemen. I then told him, 1 did not 
care how ſoon I joined them; upon which 
he hurried away to treat for my paſſage, 
and ſoon returned with an affurance, that 
ke had ſettled every neceflary ptelimindry* 
with the captam. I ordered ſome break- 
faſt, and had ſcarcely finiſhed'it, when the 
ſervant 'canie to tell the ns of was ready 
to ſail. 

Upon entering the veſſel, to my very 
gteat joy I perceived tniyſelf to be entiteiy 
among ſtrangets; but I felt my ſpirits o 
greatly depreſſed, that ĩt Was wich the ur. 

moſt 


* 
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moſt difficulty 1-reſtrained my tears, eſpe - 
cially as all eyes were fixed upon me: 
however, the affable and eaſy behaviour 
of the ladies, joined to the polite attentions, 
of the gentlemen, ſoon diſſipated my timi- 
dity, and reconciled me to the novelty as 
well as aukwardneſs of my ſituation. It 
happened very fortunately for me, that 
both the ladies and gentlemen were per- 
ſons of rank, and being all Engliſh, were, 
In conſequence accommodated by the cap- 
tain, Who was an Engliſhman likewiſe, with 
eyery convenience his cabin afforded. ' 
One of the ladies, however, was ſo exceed- 
| ingly ſea-fick, that ſhe was unable to fit up; 
and as I found myſelf very little if at all 
affected by the motion of the veſſel, I re- 
queſted permiſſion to render her any ſer- 
vices in my power. In ſhort, I was happy 
enough to make myſelf ſo uſeful and agree - 
able to this lady, (who was no other than 
the good Lady; Mary: Norton). that the 
profeſſed an affection for me, begged. to. 
know. my, name and fituation in life, and 
offered, me her propettion, Burſting into 
| & tears, 


non 
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tears, I thanked her in the moſt reſpectful 
terms for her friendly propoſal, but in- 
treated ber to excuſe my concealing my 


real name. I then told her, that I had 
eloped from my friends in order to avoid 
2 marriage with a man whom I deteſted; 
that I propoſed aſſuming the name of Mea- 
detos; and that Iwiſhed to engage myſelf as 
companion to a lady. In reply ſhe aſſured 
me, that ſhe would exert her influence and- 
connections to ſerve me; at the ſame time 
adding, that I ſhould be very welcome to an 
aſylum in her houſe till I could fix myſelf. 


Tears of gratitude flowed from my eyes 
at a generoſity ſo unexpected, and I thank- 
ed her in the beſt manner I was able. 

After a ſhort and pleaſant voyage, we 
arrived in England, when I immediately 
accompanied Lady Norton to her country- 


ſeat, where I firſt became acquainted ; 


with my dear Julia; and I can fincerely' 
aſſure you, that from the firſt time of my 


ſeeing you, I conceived an affection for 
you which can never ceaſe but with my life. 


I bad reſided two years with Lady Nor- 
ton, when Lady Caroline Benſon, who 
Vor. I. I came 
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came to ſpend a few weeks with her, took 
a great liking to me, and invited me to 
come and hve with her. I immediately 
accepted her invitation, as I was aſhamed of 
femaining ſo long burthenſome to Lady 
Mary, who promiſed me, on my leaving 
her, the continuance of her friendſhip; 
and had the goodneſs to tell Lady Caro- 
line that T was the daughter of a friend of 
her” s, tho” ſhe never was acquainted with 
my real name or rank in life. Death, 
however, has thought proper to deprive 
me of her protection; I have therefore 
no friends now, except you, my Julia, and 
Lady Caroline; and whenever ſhe marries 
I muſt leave her, as I ſhould not Chooſe 
to live with a married lady. 

I have now been fix years from Spain, 
during all which time 1 have neither ſeen 
nor heard of any of my friends or rela- 
tions, nor received the leaſt intelligence 
whether my mother be living or dead. 

Thus, my dear Julia, 1 have opened 
my whole heart to you without the leaſt - 
teferve; let me intreat you, however, 
never to drop the leaſt hint in any. of 

5 | 252 your 
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your future letters reſpecting my real 


name or rank in life, as I wiſh to for- 
get who I am, or that Fe ever was N 
other than your 5 got; 7 
| Affectionate ted, f 

IENMINA MEADOWS. 
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Miſs THORNTON to Miſs MEADOWS. 


the Marchioneſs muſt long ere this have 
relented, and perhaps at this time is wiſh- 


ing for your return. As to the part you 


have acted, my dear, inſtead of con- 
demning I admire your conduct. Ho 
few in a ſimilar ſituation would have de- 
-meaned themſelves with fo, much pru- 


Y RACIOUS Heaven, what has not. 
my friend Jemima ſuffere&! what 
-hath ſhe not gone through! Surely, ſurely, - 


dence and propriety as you have done! 


In ſhort, I am equally amazed at your reſo- 


lution and fortitude, and muſt ſay, that 


it required the ſpirit and perſeverance of 


720 I 2 Jemima - 
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lemima to bear up againſt ſuch diſtreſs. But 
I am called away, and muſt therefore con- 
elude by aſſuring my dear Lady Jemima of 
| the unalterable affection of her 


JULIA THORNTON, 


LETTER XXII. 
Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 


DEAR NED, 
OUR laſt letter has at length awaken- 
ed my reaſon. Ah! my friend, 
; foite of all your.friendly cautions, Sir Wal- 
ter Warren found means to entice me 
to the gaming-table, which he never 
would ſuffer me to leave till my pockets 
were entirely emptied. Though I made 
the ſtrongeſt reſolutions to the contrary, 
yet, under the maſk of friendſhip, he was 
never eaſy except when I was preſent : 
for this reaſon I was ſure every morning to 
receive invitations to dinner; and if theſe 
failed, I was inveigled to ſupper under 
wat pretence * his having ſome agreeable 


news 


[ 
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news to communicate. This news was 
commonly what luck he had enjoyed the 
night before at the gaming-table,andwhich 
never failed to tempt me to viſit it the fol · 
lowing evening, when perhaps I won a 
few guineas : but I was as certain to 
loſe them the next night, with the addition 
of treble the ſum. By this means I found. 
my ready money exhauſted, and myſelf 
involved in debts of honour to a yh con- 
ſiderable amount. 
The anguiſh of mind which 1 expe- 
tienced from the difficulties in which 1 
had involved myſelf by this imprudent 
conduct is indeſcribable, as I now found 
myſelf thereby totally unable to diſcharge 
ſome juſt debts which I had contracted, 
In this dilemma what was to be done? 
To aſk my father, I was equally afraid and 
aſhamed : to borrow of my ſiſter, and by 
that means diſtreſs her, I could not think 
of, neither did I imagine ſhe had ſo large 
a ſum in her poſſeſſion as I was in want of: 
to diſtreſs a friend I was equally unwill- 
ing; and though I was certain you would 
have aluiſted me, yet after neglecting your 
3 friendly 
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A advice and precaution, my pride 
would not ſuffer me to apply to you. 
At length I reſolved to ſolicit my mother's 
aſſiſtance. That tender parent imme- 
diately procured: me the money I wanted; 
but though ſhe ſcarcely aſked what occa- 
fon I had for ſo large a ſum, I could plain- 
ly ſee aſtoniſhment depicted in her counte- 
- nance ; and I have too much reaſon to be- 
Heve that ſhe gueſſed the true cauſe of my 
diſtreſs, as ſhe took occafion to inveigh 
bitterly againſt gaming that very evening, 
On my receiving the caſh I inſtantly 
paid all my debts of honour, as they are. 
© fooliſhly termed, and took a moſt folemn 
. "oath never more to touch a card or dice in 
any gaming-houſe whatever. | 
As ſoon as Sir Walter heard that I had | 
diſcharged my debts, he ſent me an invi- 
tation to dinner. Upon receiving my ex- 
:euſe for declining the invitation, he ſoon 
after waited upon me in perſon to requeſt 
my company in the evening to Brookes's. 
This I alſo: refuſed, telling him, that I 
- propoſed to dedicate the ſhort time I ſhould 
_ in town before the holidays to my 
12 : friends; 
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friends; and finding me teſolute, he at 
length left me. But I will now endea- 
vour to ſtrike out a more ee 
ſubject. 

My eee eee talkof lcavingLot * 
don in a week's time, and have engaged a 
large party to ſpend the Chriſtmas holidays. 
with them. Among the females are Lady Cay 
roline Benſon and Lady Clara Fitzgerald, 
the latter of whom, I believe, my friends 
deſign for my cara ſpoſa. Miſs Meadows 
(who, by the bye, I have ſcarcely ſet eyes 
upon lately) is alſo invited; but I am not 
certain that ſhe will accept the invitation. 
If ſhe does, and I moſt devoutly pray that 
ſhe will, all the charms of the other females 
will not eelipſe the ſuperior beauties of 
the lovely Jemima. | 

I am juſt going to Lady Caroling! 8, 
when I hope to fee Miſs Meadows, as well 
as to hear of her acquieſcence with my 
mother's requeſt. As to Lady Clara Fitz- 
gerald, I really believe, vanity apart, ſhe 
will not refuſe me whenever I am diſpoſed 
to offer myſelf, as ſhe. takes every opportu- 
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_ nity to throw herſelf in my way; ſo much 
ſo indeed, that it ſcarcely eſcapes the no- 
tice of any one. 

This month, however, will 4 
the fate of thy friend; and though theſe 
giddy forward women are not altogether 
adapted to my taſte, yet if Lady Clara 
continues to honour me with the ſame 
flattering attehtions ſhe has hitherto ſhewn 
me, I ſhall, I fear, very ſoon become 
BENEDICK THE MARRIED Maxx. 
44 Yours fincerely, | 

_ HENRY BELVILLE, 


41 


LETTER XXU. 
Miſs MEADOWS to Miſs THORNTON. 


Y dear Julia has frequently aſked 

me to pay a viſit to her: if it will 

not prove inconvenient, I am now ready 
and willing, in conſequence of the follow- 
ing unexpected incident, to accept of your 
and Mr. Thornton's obliging invitation. 
(245 14 | You 
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You muſt know, that Lady Caroline 
_ dined yeſterday at Mr. Belyille's, where 
I was alſo invited, but declined going. 
On her Ladyſhip's return home, the - 
told me, that ſhe was commiſſioned by 
Mr, and Mrs. Belville to invite me to ſpend 
the Chriſtmas holidays at Belville Hall with 
herſelf and Lady Clara Fitzgerald. Think, 
my dear, what were my feelings at that mo- 
ment. I felt my colour come and go; but 
muſtering up all my recollection, I replied, - 
that I was much obliged to Mr. and Mrs. 
Belville, but with her Ladyſhip's permiſ- 
fion I would pay Miſs Thornton a viſit du- 
ring her abſence. * Certainly, my dear, 
&« you are at liberty to do as you pleaſe.” 


1 ſhall therefore, my dear Julia, -only +, 
wait your anſwer to prepare for ad little 


journey. 
Were I to attend * Ladyſhip to Bel. 


ville Hall, it would certainly be one of 
the greateſt follies I could commit. To 
live under the ſame roof with a man I have 
taken every poſſible method to ſhun whilſt 


in town, would be abſurd, as, be the party ß, 


ever ſo numerous, I could not al ways avoid 
CINE BE: him. 
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him. As to Lady Clara Fitzgerald, ſhe is 
quite in raptures to think ſhe ſhall be ſo 
near her charming Colonel, as ſhe always 
calls him. I had a viſt 


it from her Lady- 
| ſhip this morning, and as I believe it will 

not prove unentertaining, ſnall relate our 
converſation. 

I was fitting in my dreſſing- room when 
ſhe entered quite out of breath, and, not 
giving me time to ſpeak, - exclaimed, 

Lord, my dear, what do you think?“ 

Indeed, I don't know, my Lady.“ 

„Why, child, I am perfectly expiring 
with joy. I yeſterday received an invi- 
* tation toſpend the holidays at the charm- * 
e ing Belville's !” = 

4 Is that all, my Lady?“ | 

That all! Why, you little inſenfible 
00 Thing, was you not as overjoyed when 
Lady Caroline gave you their e 


e meſſage?? 


e Yes, my Lady, ſo ned fo; that Li im- 
2 mediately refuſed it.“ * 


« Refuſed it! Impoſhble ! Surely you 
s intend to go! Well, I'm amazed at your 
4 want of taſte"! Ove = dear Miſs Mea- 
5 3 une, 
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t dows, you are the only woman who 
knows the Colonel has is not dying for- 


7 him.“ 33341 + 
Aye, thought I, if you — my down 


Ky 


1 am not far ſhort of it indeed, my Lady., 
{© I think it a happineſs that L am not, as 


e your Ladyſhip has taken care to we 
e him all to-yourſelf.” 


«© Well, now, but do yow.really ink | 


that Belville has any regard: for me? 
Why, indeed; my Lady, I can't judge, 


© as I have not been in Mr. Belville's com- 
*'pany lately; but common report has 


given you to each other; and ſcarcely x 
* day paſſes without a paragraph in the 
é Papers concerning Colonel B — and 
* Lady C. F..! on ; 
„Ha! hal ha! now that is delightful; 


8 | brexinſs' it gives one ſo much conſequence . © 
in the world, and makes all the women | 


* envy one fe 1 vie 0; « {4 14. (3365365 3668 
l Heavens, my Lady! can be with to 
be the talk of every / faſhionable tea 
table, and to have your name hackneyed 


F «<©uyevery newſpaper 1 mn. town 2 12. ; . 
on” 1 I could 


db 
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I could not help ſpeaking this with a 
tone and manner which plainly indicated 
my diſguſt at ſuch a giddy ſpeech; for I 
am willing to believe that extreme gid- 
dineſs alone makes her Ladyſhip act and 
talk in the manner ſhe does. Nut to pro- 
ceed. ; 

Lord, my dear, you are fo grave, 
">, « there is no talking to you! There is no 

« living without a little fcandal, and they 

that talk about others n e a little 

in return!“ 
« Good Heavens! my Lady, I hope you 
dont fabricate ſcandal.” - | 
No, I don't abſolutely invent * but 

* am ſometimes the firſt to publiſh it. 
4 Why, there was Lord Brooke, who diſco 

tc vered an intrigue between his Lady and 

Capt. St. George, to be ſure I was the firſt 
4s to make it known(as I was one of the firſt 

« that heard it) at Lady Moote's laſt public 

« breakfaſt, where I told the news, and 

-weonſequently it was half through the 

% town before the evening. Lord, child | 
A 8 know n „ 6 

N No, 


— 
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No, nor never deſire it if that 11 
4 faſhionable life. 

<« Well, my dear, but if you will give 
„me your addreſs, I will employ all my 
“ Jerfure — en at the Wird e 

6 writing to you.. 50 
L returned her Ladyſhi p many thanks for 
her kind condeſcenſion, which really pleaſes 
me much, as by that means I ſhall hear 


. how matters go on; after telling her, there- 


fore, that I would procure ſome franks 
from Sir John Dudley, ſhe took her leave. 
But I am juſt informed he is below, and 
therefore will finiſhthis at my return. Adieu! 


a 8d 
A798 SE; 
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been alarmed! I told you that I was going 
down to Sir John Dudley, who the ſer- 
vants informed me was below; but on en- 
tering the parlour, gueſs my ſurprize to ſet 
Colonel Belville inſtead of Sir John. I 
ſtarted, and, am afraid, turned pale; at the 

_ fame 


. 


 HTSTORY OF 04.1. 
_ fame time ſaying, I beg pardon, Sir, I 

was told that ne ara To er was 
© here.“ 75 

„ Happy Sir John ! 11 aha Bel- 
ville, at the fame time advancing, to be 
« thus honoured by the attention of Miſs 
% Meadows.” 195 bn 1 1 
| While he was W me this compli- 
ment, he had taken my hand; and having 
dy this time recovered myſelf, I replied 
with a ſmile, « ] preſume Sir John won't 
4 think very highly of the honour, as it 
* * only to trouble him for ſome franks.“ 
And may I not be permitted to take 
40 chat trouble, as Miſs Meadows is 8 
eto ſtyfe ir?“ 
J thank you, Sir,“ returned I, with 
as gay an air as I could aſſume, but I 
* ſhall affront Sir John by receiving them 
from any other Member; for, to tell 
you the truth, my dear Julia, I did not chuſe 
to be obliged to Belville even for ſo trifling 
a thing as a few franks. He ſaid no more, 
but again taking my hand, which Thadwith- 
draun, 1 — are not 
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«to enjoy the pleaſure of your e 
* at the Hall.” 
&« I ſhould have been extremely bappy, 
cc Sir, to have accepted the | honour in- 
% tended me by Mr. and Mrs. Belville, | 
but I am going to ſee a friend to whom 
% have long promiſed a viſit,” 
That friend, perhaps, has a 
« But pardon me, Miſs Meadows, I am 
* too inquiſitive. „ 
At that moment Sir John fortunately 
came to my relief: he ſtopped at the door, 
at the ſame time ſaying, I hope ! don't 
e intrude.” — 4 
Not at all, Sir, as it was you I came” 
to ſeek. Will you do me the favour to 
% frank thoſe covers for me?” and 
having ſaid this, I abruptly left the room. 
How myſterious is Belville's behaviour! 
What could he mean by ſaying, 5 Per- 
c haps that friend has a ” and then 
pauſing ? I am quite at a loſs to gueſs 
his meaning ; however, be it whatit will,” 
I ſhall take more pains than ever to avoid 
him during the ſhort time he ſtays in town. 
3 © 44.30 | By ©. 


. 
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WO time he returns (which can't be 
very long, as he has lately been elected 
to parliament) he will either be married, 
or at leaſt going to be married, yr I 
will ſay no more about him. 

Mr. Darcy has again done me the 
honour to ſolicit my hand; but I have 
again declined his offer, as I am deter- 
"mined, in ſpite of my dependent ſtate, 
never to give my hand without my 
—_— 25 
I am called to dinner; and as I am go- 
ing to an aſſembly in the evening, ſhall 
have no opportunity to add more at preſent, 
than that if my company will prove in the 

leaſt inconvenient, I beg you will tell me ſo. 
I I remain my dear Julia's fincere friend, 


JEMIMA M=—— 


« 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV, 


Mi THORNTON to Miſs MEADOWS, 

* ; "XY | 
ELCOME, welcome, thrice 
welcome, my dear Jemima, to 
your Julia! With what pleaſure did I reads 
the contents of your laſt letter! 1 flew 
inſtantly to my father, who appeared al 
moſt as overjoyed as myſelf, and we hall 
count the days and even minutes till your 
arrwal. My next beloved friend to your 
charming ſelf, Mifs Walpole, alſo waits with 


impatience to ſee you; therefore the ſooner _ 


my dear Jemima comes the better. 4 

I don't know what Colonel Belville could 
mean by“ Perhaps that friend has a, 
except it was a Brother that he was afraid 
of ; but tell him he need not be alarmed, 
as there is none here worthy of my Je- 
mima ; for, in ſpite of all the gay Lady 


Clara's arts and attractions, I can't help 


one he prefers you. 


I am 


rs gas: o 


- ke * 


I am not a little pleaſed that you are to 
de honoured with the lively correſpond- 
- ence of her Ladyſhip, as that will in ſome 
meaſure divert your time here, which I am 
afraid my friend will find hang heavy on 
her hands, after being ſo long accuſtomed 
0 à London life. I\KF 

Me have a few genteel fate near r vs, 
amongſt whom are a Sir Thomas Glendore 
and lady, with their ſon and daughter, 
By the bye, I fear the young *ſquire will 
leave all us country laſſes for the Town Lady 
when ſhe appears; and the miſchief of it 
is, that we ſhall find it a difficult matter to 
Tegain him. Well, no matter! Come; my 
dear, and by your placid appearance among 
the beaus teach us to imitate the example. 
Adieu, my ever dear Jemima ! 

And believe me, 
Sincerely yours, 


JULIA THORNTON. 


2 


A 
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LETTER XXV. 


Captain HILLGROVE to Colonel BELVILLE. T 


' DEAR HENRY, 


ly happy; for though it confirmed 
the juſtice of thoſe apprehenfions which 1 
had fo much dreaded, yet the oath you 
have fo ſenſibly as well as judicioufly im- 
poſed upon yourſelf, leaves me no cauſe to 
fear a relapſe : I will therefore forbear to 
preſs you any farther on a ſubject; the re- 
collection of which muſt * Ta gh 0 
You... 
As to Lady Clara's e Gn 
you, it is certainly no ſecret, ſince it has 


already travelled to this remote: diſtance * 
from the gay world; for Wilſon's : bro- 


ther, who arrived here laſt night, told us 


that her Ladyſhip's partiality for you was 


too viſible and marked to eſcape the notice 


of the moſt unobſerving eye. How can 
vou then, Harry, deſert a fine young crea 


ture 


OUR laſt letter has made me extreme- 


& 


her. 
* 
” 
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ture who is over-head-and-ears in love with 
you, and who, befides perſonal charms, has 
the additional recommendation of for- 
tune and rank, for a woman who perhaps 
entertains not the ſmalleſt partiality in.your 
favour. It is true, I daily hear both of 
Miſs Meadows' beauty of perſon and ac- 
compliſhments of mind; but then it is as 
conſtantly added, that her heart is extreme- 
ly cold and inſenſible. For my part, I 
have ſeen neither of the ladies, and there- 
fore cannot decide on the ee of 
their reſpective claims. 

J am rejoiced, however, to hear thi 


Lady Clara will ſpend ſome time at the 


Hall, and am miſchievous enough to wiſh 
that Miſs Meadows may not accompany 


Miſs Dunbar has left us, to my great 
mortification : however, ſhe is to return in 
the ſummer, as ſhe is a great favourite of 
the Miſs Burtons. Indeed all the old party 
begin to move off, but every day brings 


= an acceſſion of new company. I frequent- 


1y talk of taking my leave too, but all in 
e vain, 
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vain, as Sir Charles will not yet, he ſays, 

| ſuffer me to go. I intend, however, to 
pay you a ſhort viſit, by way of ſeeing 
Lady Clara, if not Miſs Meadows; till 
when believe me * 
Yours, as uſual, 


EDWARD ino 


LETTER XXVI. 
Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 


WAS not much delighted to learn froim 

your laſt, that Lady Clara and my- 
ſelf are become the common talk of the 
Town, as it is vulgarly termed ; neither was 
I very well pleaſed with the ſlight dif- 
paraging manner in which you ſpoke of 
Miſs Meadows: however, you will not 
ſee her at Belville Hall, as ſhe has pro- 
miſed to ſpend the ſummer with a friend, 
and where ſhe propoſes to remain till 
Lady Caroline's return to town, long 
* which time I fancy I ſhall be 
ts ava 


* 
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irrecoverably bt, as the gay men of the 
| Ton call us when we commence huſbands. 
4 told you in my laſt letter that'I was go- 
ing to call upon Lady Caroline, who in the 
courſe of my viſit took an opportunity of 
telling me that Miſs Meadows was not at 
home, and that ſne begged to decline my fa- 
ther and mother's invitation. The next day 
called again; and while I was waiting for 


ber Ladyſhip, Miſs Meadows entered the 


room. She turned pale, I thought, on 
ſeeing me, and in apparent confuſion ſaid, 
that the ſervant had told her Sir John 
Dudley was in the parlour. After having 
_ endeayoured to relieve. her from her em- 
barraſſment by ſome common-place com- 
pliments, I expreſſed my concern at hav- 
ing been informed that ſhe had declined 
the invitation toBelville Hall; when ſhe re- 
plied in polite but cold terms, that ſhe 
was very ſenſible of the honour intended 
her, but that ſne was engaged to a friend, to 
whom ſhe had long promiſed a. viſit. | Sir 
John ſoon after entering the room, the | 
uitted it, when he immediately aſked if 


Miſs 


* Iten . 541 * . 
— 
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Miſs Meadows accompanied Lady Caro. 
line to my father's ; and upon my replyi ing 
in the negative, he ſeemed rather ſurpriſed : 
the entrance of Lady Caroline, however, 
put an end to farther | enquiry on his par 
and the converſation took a general turn. 

This is Tueſday, and next Thurſday we 
ſet off for Belville Hall, where I hope ſoon 
to ſee you. My friends tell me that I am 
_ grown more grave and ſedate than I uſed 
to be; all which is laid to the account of 
my violent love for Lady Clara. I permit 
them to remain in their error, as Ido nor 
think it worth my while to contradict it. 
I am juſt going to pay her Lady ſhip a viſit} 
and thereforè ſhall not cloſe this till my 
return. Tiago 291 bf : —— 
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"WF | Ten Evening. 
91 ks ſoon 451 had ſiniſbed the above, 1 
proceeded to the Earl of Baltimore's, and 
was immediately uſhered into Lady Clata's 
dreſſing-room. As the ſervant opened whe 
door, I heard Miſs Meadows. .exclaim | in a 
voice chat plainly fadicg perturbay ©. 
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| tion, - I would not have your Lutyihniw 
e ſee it for the world ?” 


60 Jemims has the prettieſt miniature of 
dune 3 and yet ſhe won't ler 
2 ” «< meſee it.. 

» Cruel, indeed, my Lady! N who 

s is this favoured lover, Miſs Meadows?” 


Cali 


e What is the matter, FONG g 4 L 


ſopping ſhort at the entrance of the room. 
The ſound of my voice ſtartled both par- 
ties, eſpecially Miſs Meadows, who looked 


very much confuſed, and who, while Lady 
Clara ran towards me, haſtily put ſome- 
noch into her pocket. | 

„Lord, Mr. Belville! do you how; 


It is no favoured lover atall—indeed” 


 —(anſwered ſhe, trembling) “ it is—ir is 


it is only—only a favorite friend of 


mine in the country.” 


& wilt de hang'd, then, Jemima ; for 


| 10 there never can be ſo handſome a face in 


* the country ! It was for all the world 
„ like yours, Colonel,” L continued the 
giddy Lady Clara. 4 
1 bowed, and could not forbear ſmiling | 


Rk * wa compliment. I am much obliged 


9 — „tee 
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& to your Ladyſhip, but cannot ſuppoſe it 
6 ſo ſtriking as you ſay, if it reſembles 
« me.“ 

« O! it is only that I know Miſs Meas 
« dows hates you, or I ul. have been 
<« poſitive that it was you.“ 

* Miſs Meadows hate me, my Lady! 
e What have I done, Madam,“ (turning 


to Miſs Meadows) © thus to incur your | 


ce diſpleaſure ?” 

Lord, Lady Clara l rs you talk! 
&« ] never told you I hated Mr. Belville, 
« Surely, if every one don't view the Colo» 


« nel with your Ladyſhip's eyes, it does 0 . A 


<« not follow.that they muſt of courſe hate 


« him.“ With theſe words the left he 


room; nor could any thing that Lady Clara 


ſaid or urged induce her to Join us. 2 


- again. | 
I tried, but in vain, to bring this. 
giddy woman to an explanation. She flew 
from me after her © dear Jemima,” as _ 
ſhe called her, to implore her dane ves 
neſs, 
How to conſtrue her Lady ſhip's words . 
I'am ignorant; neither can I form the _ 
. b XX b 


„ WIS TORY OFT 
ſlighteſt] conjecture for Mifs Meadows“ 
hatred of me. Certain it is, that ſhe has 
carefully avoided me ever fince ſhe firſt 
ſaw me; but why ſhe has done ſo, I am 
totally unable to divine: in ſhort, the 
more I think, the more I am puzzled, as 
Jam not conſeious of having ever offended 
" her. vl : | 
1 I am called to dinner; and muſt there 


. fore conclude as uſual, 
#1, Woke HENRY BEEVILLE:. 


03; - ſhall not write again before L leave, 
f tonn. : l . 4 
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LETT ER XXV1I. 


| Miſs MEADOWS to Miſs THORNTON. 


FT AT a . Pry dear Julia! 
VV How bas that giddy Lady Clara 
provoked me But to be explicit. R 
Tou muſt know, that conceiving your 
curioſity might be gratified by a ſight of 


Bely alle $ picture, I determined to attempt, 
| and 


- 
# + 
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and accordingly finiſhed it on Sunday laft. 
On the following Tueſday I went to pay a 
morning viſit to Lady Clara Fitzgerald, 
and happening to ſpeak of a glover Wo 
ſold excellent gloves, I took out my 
pocket - book to give her his card, When to 
my great vexation the picture -unluckily - 
dropped from it. She was going to catch it 
up, ſaying, * Lord, how handſome !” but 
I was toonimble, and ſeized it firſt: a ſcuffle 
enſued, when juſt as I was nearly over- 
powered, Mr. Belville fortunately entered 
the room; for ſhe inſtantly. quitted me 
flew to him, and exhibited her com- 
plaint againſt me for refuſing her the ſight 
of © the prettieſt picture ſhe had ever 
e ſeen.” 1 
“ Who is this favoured lover Mis 
% Meadows ?” Rog 8 turn- 
ing to me. | 
I ſtammered out, that it was a friend ok 
mine in the country; when Lady Clara ex- 
claimed, No, that it is not; for it is for 
«all the world like you, Colonel, Only 
that I knew Jemima hates you, or Thould,, 
* have been pofitive that it was you,” 


K 2 5 Heavens! 
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Heavens! (returned Belville with the 
ie utmoſt ſurprize) what can I have done 
« to incur Miſs Meadows? hatred ?” 

For my part I was ſo provoked, that in- 
ſtantly quitting my ſeat, I ſaid ſome- 
thing ſevere to Lady Clara, and left the 
{ room, ſpite of all her entreaties to the 

contrary. | 

I went home very much SG whi- 
ther I was ſoon followed by her Ladyſhip, 
who flew into the room, haſtily exclaim- 
ing, I hope, my dear Jemima, you are 
ac not ſeriouſly angry with me.“ 

4c J have no right certainly, my Lady, 
ce in the fituation I am placed, to be of- 
& fended at any freedom you are pleaſed 
< to take with me; yet I muſt own, I don't 
.< with to appear ridiculous.” I ſaid this 
in a tone which plainly indicated that I felt 
myſelf hurt; upon which, advancing to- 
wards me, and taking my hand, ſhe very 
tenderly ſaid, © Pray, my dear Jemima, 
4 don't be angry with me; I meant no 
ec harm indeed: only tell me how, and I 


* am willing inflantly to repair my fault.” 
That 
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« That is impoſſible, my Lady! ANT 1 
cc requeſt of you now is, that you will 
ce take no farther notice of the affair“. 
he aſſured me that ſhe would not; and 
added, that ſhe would inform Belville, 
what ſhe had ſaid was her own invention. 
After replying that ſhe might act as ſhe 


pleaſed, I inſtantly dropped the ſubject. 
In the courſe of our converſation ſhe 


told me ſhe was going to the Dutcheſs f 


Douglas's rout in the evening, and very 

politely requeſted me to accompany her. I 
anſwered, that I did not know whether Lady 
Caroline might not wiſh me to be of her 
party; if ſhe did not,that I would attend her 
Ladyſhip. She then faid ſhe would wait 
till Lady Caroline came home, and who 
ſoon after returning defired me by no means 


to confine myſelf on her account. After 


having dreſſed, I went home with Lady 
Clara to dinner, during which ſhe was all 
life and ſpirits; and I paſſed the time very 
agreeably till the evening, when we proceed- 
ed to the Dutcheſs of Douglas's, where we 
found an equally numerous and brilliant 
| , K 3 d  affembly.. 
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- aſſembly. Lady Clara ſoon entered into 
: converſation with the company about her, 

when a gentleman advancing, ayd bowing 
to her with great obſequiouſneſs and re- 
ſpect, ſaid, 1 e lee your er 
„ 

177 Perfectly fo, I Ea your Lordſhip. 

« How does your Lady? Isn't ſhe here? 
O la! no, now 1 think on't, ſhe's gone 

to Bath: 1 wonder, my. Lerd, you did 
<< not attend her.“ 

Indeed, my Lady, I don't 8 
« you: Lady Mary is not gone to Bath.“ 
Lord bleſs me ! how people will | 
44 talk! <0 | 

« What, n my Lady 0 res explain your- 
r 
215 No, excuſe me, op: Lord it will 
e only make you angry“ 

Nothing your Ladyſhip can ſay will 
s produce that effect: therefore pray let 
me khow what ik Kup Alludes 
54 . 57 05.2%; in: 

e Why, Ae dy ed; ſo (biſpaing, | 
Ah loud — for every perſon 


5 emis 4 e 
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around her to hear) «why, then, you muſt Re 


„ know, that this morning I had a viſit 
from I. ady Granville, who told me, that 
Lady Mary had had ſuch a run of ill- - 
« lyck at Lady Rivers's rout laſt night, 
« that, to avoid your Lordſhip's anger, ſhe 
** ſet off for Bath early this morning. Now, 
as ever any: thing ſo ſcandalous 2”* 
F (replied his Lordſhip, in a care- 
* leſs manner) people will talk ; wirneſs 
the ſcandalous reports Gat ee N 
© Ladyſhip.“ * f 
So faying, he walked Fr DFE a young 9 | 
Lady came running up, at the ſame tine 


calling out, My dear Lady Clara, hoW 


# dye do? Have you heard the news? 
« Lord! no, my dear 3 F ranges; 
& what-is it?“ 


+» . © 


Ms Fooliſh, They . that Mr. Beivilte £ 


<<-devotes all his time and fortune ti u 
4 Opera-Girl. Did you A 2 | 


et to be capable of ſuch folly ? „ 
„What more?” cried Lady Sand 5 

| wat me greateſt /ang- froid imaginable. 

| K . = * Why, 
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Why, indeed; I don't Know any more, 
« except that it is ſaid alſo, he only in- 
« tends to marry you for your fortune,” 
* Nhat will be one thing, 1 make no 
65 doubt, replied Lady Clara, with the 
__ fame oiforonce: bes 
Well, I do declare, my dear, 1 er | 
s ſaw any body like you; there's no ſuch 
( thing as making you angry,——But 
haven't you heard what they ſay of 
Miss Meadows, was Caroline Benſon” 5 
„ companion?“ 
> + You will eafily believe that my furprize 
umd attention were not a little excited by 
= this interrogation : Lady Clara, however, 
ſigniſicantly looking at me, . to 
F fay, ** Take no notice.“ 
RB Well, Lady Frances, what of her!“ 
Why, they ſay that the Colonel is 
very defirous of having her as his Mif- 
4 4 treſs; but it ſeems ſhe bears ſuch a good 
character, that he is afraid of offering her 
. i protection. Nay, Lord Bradley af- 
-*<© ſured me; that accidentally calling the 
"00 other morning at * Caroline's, as he 
* cc paſſed 


2 
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« paſſed the parlour-door he ſaw the Co- 
« jonel with Miſs Meadows's hand in his.” 


—"—Y — 
- 
Po 


— 
% 
— 


ce Indeed! ſurpriſing! And would your - 
« Ladyſhip wiſh me to be jealous of the - 


“Colonel and Miſs Meadows from ſuch a 
e circumſtance as that? Surely your Lady- 


ce ſhip cannot be ſerious, nor ſuppoſe that 
if Mr. Belville marries me, I ſhall pro- 
<> hibit his toURMIng 8355 woman's hand 


«© but my own.“ 


„Well, Lord, you are fo ealy „. chen 1 


making a curtſey, away raren Lally 
Frances. 


We ſoon afterwards left the room ; and 1 80 


as we paſſed Lady Frances, I heard her ys 
« Lord ! is it poſſible!” ? 


As we were driving home, I took oc- - 
cafion to expreſs my amazement at the 
ſcandalous reports I had heard ee 


in ſuch a ſhort ſpace of time. 


Lord bleſs you, my dear, (replied p of 
% Lady Clara). this muſt ſurely. convince © 
« you, that there is no living without a 
« little ſcandal ; fince you are now ſenſible 
E that even your character is not exempted 


2 


29 Has T OR Y. Or A. ? 


from it. Every ſyllable of Lady Frances 
intelligence originated in revenge for 


 £ what-+I had ſaid to Lord Kingſley con- 


** cerning his Lady; for Lady . is 
Len relation of his Lordſhip.” , Faroe ty, 1 


On my return home, I nabe Zody 


Caroline with my comments on the texts 
of the ſeveral {candakmongers I had heard 


during the evening, which diverted her 


exceedingly, and then wiſhing her, a good 
niger retired to my chamber. 
And now, my dear Julia, hat do you 
think could give riſe to ſuch a report as 
Belville's being 1 in loye with me, and want- 


ing me fora miſtreſs? Well, I find Lhave 


been egregiouſſy miſtaken in ſuppoſing 
that my ſituation was too humble to be 


| thought worthy of the er, of ee 
© fcandalized, 


Ds aimoitifarger io; tell you;thas 1 


have lately had no leſs than a Colonel in the 


Guards, a Captain in the Militia, anda Right | 


Honourable Baronet, enroll themſelves a- 
mong the liſt of my admirers ; viz. Colonel 
5 2 —_ 7 + 1 fs; |Moleſworth, 


071 | 0 mA 
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Maleſworth, . who is handſome and well. 
bred; Captain Greville, who is a great fam 
ever ready to oblige the fair ſex, and 
thinks himſelf too irreſiſtible to be refuſed;; 
and Sir Cecil Mowbray, who is rather hand- 
ſome, with a large eſtate, but a great rake, 
and who vows that T am the firſt woman 
of whom he ever thought ſeriouſly in his 
life. However; I have had fortitude 
Enough to Tetule the whole Triumvirate. 
Lady aroline was this! morning reckoning 


up the number, and rank of, my, different 
lovers as follows: Three Baronets, two Co- 


| lonels, one Captain, and one mple Eſquire; 
and yet from all theſe, my dear Julia, 
I am unable to ſelect a huſband, though 
N all, vom to teize me while 1 continue | 
ſingle. N 
Mr. and Mrs. Belville with the Colonel 
leave London to-morrow morning. Miſs 
Belville is to accompany Lady Caroline 
and Lady Clara to Belville Hall on Sundaþ 
next, when your friend propoſes to ſet 
off for The Wood; after which you may 
K6 W dea 
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| hourly expect to ſee in n dene, 
r, | 

| Youre own 
4 EMIMA MEADOWS, 


LETTER XXVIII 


p 2 
9 
5 : 


ir Jon DUDLEY toSir CHARLES WILMOT. | 


ELL, Charles, hb I am ftill, 
- though ſcarcely one of my ac- 

; quaintance is left in town, as they are all 
gone into the country to keep their holi- 
. 1 OY" 
"Yeſterday morning Miſs Meadows ſet 
off for The Wood, and will not return to 
town till the latter end of January. For 
my part, Iam detained in London, in hourly 
expectation of the arrival of Lord Molton, 

my friend and patron. In the laſt letter 
I received from him he tells me that he 
ſhall be in England in a few days, and 
that he ſhould then make me acquainted 
| with 
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irh the tory of my birth. What he 


means by this I am intirely ignorant, as I 
always believed myſelf to be the ſon of an 
honeſt" country Squire; at leaſt ſo my 
Lord always told me. Juſt before he quitted 
this country, he procured me a Baronet- 
cy; and after ſettling an handſome an- 
nuity upon me, left me with this injune- 
tion, Never to marry till he had firſt ſeen 
the lady; at the ſame time adding; 
that he did not wiſh to confine my choice 
to a woman of rank or great fortune, but 
that he had particular reaſons for ſeeing 
the lady I might fix on. Since this time 
J have never ſeen him, though it is more 
than four years ago. He has written to 
me frequently, and often remitted me 
money, though I have repeatedly aſſured 
him, that I had no occaſion for ſuch addi- 
tional marks of his kindneſs and generofity. 
I am not a little anxious for his arrival, on 
will eaſily ſuppoſe; as I ſhall then hope to 
have theſe myſbemwes unn to rn * | 
tisfaCtion of | 


p 
. 
* 


8 
„ 


Tours, * 
JOHN DUDLEY. 1 
| LI 
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LETTER XxIxk. 


Colonel BBEVILLE to Cop HILUGROVE. 
b>niun>dowtsd Auf ſor evenighso [ 


2 01311 28.3. 1 aA 2. .' Belvilte Hall. 


| - DEAR NED, [7.3 veal)? bi 15 112 2 3 © 2 


I laſt we are ate arziyed without 

either accident or adventure. The 
| country appears very dull, and even my 
father, and mother expect their gueſts 


with impatience. For my part, Lam very 


Uttle in the houſe, ſpending moſt of my 
time in the park and gardens. My father 


and mother are continually teazing me to 


| Know! what is the reaſon of my thus fecluds 
ing myſelf from ſociety. All they can ex 


tract from me, however, is a ſmileQ. 


well, if I do marry Lady Clara, I ſhall 


not expect to be overpowered with the 


tweets of domeſtic happineſs ; at leaſt not 
till ſhe oy n her Ball OE . bridal 
parade. 2. 

She is 3 poſſeſſed * every 
Tg of a ne woman of quality, 


viz. 


LADY(JEMIMA'GUZMAN., 2407 


viz, rank, riches, and beauty; and that | 


ſhe loves me, is equally-certain ; at leaſt 
for the preſent : but how long that love 


will continue, is not quite ſo certain, How - 
ever, as ſhe is the only woman next to 


Miſs Meadows whom I eſteem, and as I 
am thoroughly aflured of her loye, (which 
by the bye ſhe has ſufficiently publiſhed to 
all the world) I intend to make her an - 
fer of - my hand ſoon after her arrival, here. 
Thus, my friend, vou are acquainted 
with all my deſigns. As to what Lady 
Clara faid about Miſs Meadows 4+ i 
me, the explained.that circumſtance before 
I left town that is, as much as her Lady- 
ſhip could by obſerving— —But hark,! 
I hear the ſound of carriages, * 5 
therefore conelude : in haſte, 


, * 
Lain << 


HEN RY BELVILLE. 
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| The Conage. a 
2 ur DEAR MARY, 


IS morning arrived at The Wood 
-  Mifs Meadows: I was with Miſs 
| Thckiton when ſhe was introduced into 
the parlour. With what pleaſure did theſe 
affeCtionate friends meet! After mutual 
ſalutations and congratulations on both 
fides, Julia preſented her charming friend 
to me. Never in my life did I behold any 
| thing ſo lovely, joined with ſo much affa- 
bility and ſweetneſs! 
Mr. Thornton ſoon after joined us; and 
the uſual compliments having paſſed, we 
ſat down to dinner, which had waited ſome 
time. During our repaſt Miſs Meadows 
entertained us with ſome curious London 
anecdotes; and ſoon after tea I took my 
leave, as Miſs Meadows complained of 
fatigue, 
Sir Thomas Glendore has a great deal 
of company at his houſe at preſent, ſo 
| | that 
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that I muſt begin to live more private, or 
1 ſhall be diſcovered; and though it 1s 
very indifferent to me who knows my-re- 


treat, yet I do not chuſe to be- ſeen, = 


as I ſhould then be peſtered with queſtions 
I ſhould not like to anſwer. As to ſeein 

Walſingham again, I fear that event will 
never happen. I am now too tired to pro- 
ceed, but ſhall not cloſe this till I have 
again ſeen Miſs Meadows; till when adieu. 


| Tueſday Mens: 
1 WAS! this morning agreeably ſur prifed 


by a viſit from Miſs Thornton and het fair 


friend; though very dearly had 1 like to 
have purchaſed the pleaſure of it. 


During breakfaſt the diſcourſe again turn - 
ing upon London, Julia aſked her friend, 
who were deemed the ſmarteſt young fel- 
-Jows of the Ton, as well as what young men 
of faſhion were moſt reſpected and eſteem- 
R , ed 


[ 
. 


9 * 
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ed for W prudence, gpad-ſends, 7 * 
briety; . 
© That's a "Aificule. — Sw (replied 
& Miſs Meadows) ; but the only three who 
e are remarkably grave and ſober, are 
40 Sir William Palmer (whom I believe 1 
et have. never mentioned) Mr. Dead 
< Mr, Walfingbam.”,,. 1 
Only think what 1 felt at the ſound of 


ide laſt mentioned name ! I could ſcarcely 


keep my ſeat, while tears ſtarted into my 
eyes. Itried to turn off my apparent diſtreſs 


with a laugh, faying”T trad ſealded my- 
ſelf with the tea; and having muſtered. 
all the, reſolution I was miſtreſs of, 


aſked Miſs Meadows if MAY" of the kes 


22 were married? Mi ene 74 
3 Nat to my . Tam 8 


. two of them are not; but of Mr. Wal- 


« fipgham I know very little; though L 
«6 don't think he is, or I I ſhould: have, "my 


Gol it. rin 33 oy 15 


3 - 


The tea- equipage being e we 
e into the garden, it being a fine 
_ Holy day ; but ſo dcprefled were my ſpirits, 

: that 
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that I was obliged to complain of a ſudden 
head- ach in order to haſten the departure 


of my company. This feint produced the | 


defired effect, and my friends eee 
took their leave. 

Wal ſingham returned to England and 
paſſes: for a ſingle man !—Good Hea- 
vens! what a deceitful ſex ! Al! my dear 


ſee that, notwithſtanding all the reſpect 
with which Captain Hillgrove treated you, 
he permitted you to leave him without a- 
vowing any particular affection for yon. 


Be aſſured that the men in this reſpect are 


all alike; therefore follow my advice, an 
1 none of the faithleſs deluders. 


Adieu, my dear Mary, and dad 
Believe me yours ſincerely, © 


EMMA WALPOLE. 


a” "IF? # 7 1 
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LET. 


Mary, never confide in any of them. Tou 


* 
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LETTER XXX, 


| LadyC CLARA FITZGERALD to Miſs MEADOW. 


TERE I am, my dear Pais in ed 
ſame houſe with the charming Bel- 
vile, and a numerous party of both 
ſexes. Never did 1 paſs my time more 
agreeably We. 2 our mornings as 
we think propef, either in romping, 
reading, or walking; our evenings in 
cards, dancing, company, &c. Here 
are a great many pretty women, yet does 
tze delightful Belville leave them all for 


me: he chats with me, fings with me, 


-— dances with me, and, in oe is N- 
by my ſide. 

O my dear, what do you think? We 
have got one of your new lovers here; 
and what's more, he would be very glad 
to change you for me, if he thought he 
had any chance ; but he has none in 
the leaſt at preſent; for I would not 
inf _ Belville even for the Prince of 
" Wales, 
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Wales. But, Lord ! I have not told you. 
his name ; it is Sir Cecil Mowbray... 
You know he loves all our ſex, and he may 
do well enough, my dear Jem', to while , 
the time away after we are married, as he 
is really a very pretty fellow: if my C 
Spoſo, therefore, ſhould chance to fall 
into a fit of the dumps, I will ſend for 
Sir Cecil, and then we can have a com- 
fortable game at All- Ngurs, or a little talk _ 
bout ſcandal.— Apropos, do you know” 

J have not heard one ſcandalous anecdote 
fince I have been here? I muſt invent a 
little ſoon, or I ſhall die with the vapours. 
_ Hey-dey! © Mr. Belville's compli- 
% ments, and begs to ſpeak with your 
6 Ladyſhip,” — Lord, child, let him come 


in! What's the man afraid of Adieu. 


N 


MY dear, dear, Jemima, I ſhall en- 
pire with joy! The ſweet, the angelic 
W ee me been to inform me of, his love 


* - 
_ 
* — 
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and al! that. Lud, my dear, even you 
would have laugh'd to have ſeen him! So 
many hums and ha's, I thought he would 
have been choaked; ſo that I was forced 
to help him out at laſt. But when i did 
ſtammer out its wiſhes, and 116 hopes, 
and it fears, and all that ſort of thing, 
and I gave him my conſent, I thought the 
dear fellow would have devoured me. 
Every thing is to be prepared as ſoon 
as poſſible after we arrive in town, when 
= happy Clara will ſoon Range her 
name to that of Belville. 

Oh Jemima ! I've not written ſo much 


"3 a. hundred years; I muft therefore 


make haſte to conclude, or be forced to 
ring for ſome drops to diſpel the vapours. 
Pray let me have a long letter of congra- 


tulations, chidings, and ſo forth, and be 


ſure not to forget to let me know how: 
many lovers you have * my 
dear Jemima! | | 
Ton, 


CLARA FITZGERALD. 
ia 2100910597 oa. 5 vt 


LE T- 


| 
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LETTER XxXXII. 


Colonel BEL VILLE to Captain HILLGROVE: : 


Fl, Ned,” TI have made a forma 
declaration of love to Lady Clara, 
and was „mod graciouſſy received. All FA 


friends approve my choice, except my 
demure and wiſe Aunt, who propheſies 


that they as well as myſelf will live to repeht 


it. But I don't wonder at my Aunt's diſ- 


liking her Ladyſhip, who is always railing” 
at old ' maids, and ſays, they want every 
young lady to follow their example. 
1 wiſh, Ned, you would leave your 
friends, and make one of the happy par- 
ty at Belville-Hall; for Lwant a friend to 
whom I can pour out my whole ſoul. 
That coxcomb Sir Cecil Mowbray is 
with us, and takes many improper free 
doms, in my opinion, with my wife elect. 


IJ expect Walſingham to- morrow, but he 


won't ſtay with us long, as he he is going anon] 
The Wood, to ſee Sir Thomas Glendore. 
am interrupted ; therefore adieu A N 


the preſent, Yours, 


HEN RY BEL VILLE 
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| LETTER XXxXII. 
| Mik MEADOWS toLady CLARA FITZGERALD, 


Received my dear Lady Clara's lively 
epiſtle yeſterday, and preſent her 
with the congratulations ſhe calls for moſt 
fincerely, heartily wiſhing her every hap- 
os with her dear Colonel Belville. 
I am extremely concerned that egre- 
gious fop Sir Cecil Mowbray is one of your 
party, though I think too highly of Lady 
Clara's good - ſenſe to ſuppoſe ſhe will ever 
ſele& ſuch a man as Sir Cecil to hadiner with 
after her marriage with Mr. Belville : on 
the contrary, I flatter myſelf that ſhe and 
the Colonel will exhibit a pattern of con- 
- Jugal and domeſtic felicity to all the 
young married perſons of quali ity.” U truſt 
my dear Lady Clara will excuſe me for 
thus obtruding my advice, eſpecially 
when ſhe recollects that ſhe infiſted on 
having my opinion on every thing ſhe | 
== ſhould write. 8 
| * wy * 19363 Y1GU3 24} In 
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In anſwer to your Ladyſhip's enquiry 


of what new lovers I have got, my reply 
is very conciſe, “ ** one at all:“ however, 


1 do not defpair, as Sir Thomas Glen- 
dore's family, who refide here, expect 
a ſwarm of London beaus to acegm- 


pany their ſon, who is daily. expected; 
and I hope you will not deem me either 


vain or unxeaſonable in my expectation of 


having one at leaſt to my ſhare. Thus your 


Ladyſhip fees I am not in any danger of 


dying with the vapours, as you were pleaſed 
to prognoſticate before we left town, 


Tbeneighbourhood around highly eſteem 


my good friends the Thorntons, Whom I 
am this evepiog to acc pany to a ball, 
at a Mr. Carey's; and: as the muſt be ſen, 
fible that ſome previous Preparations are 
indiſpenſibly negeflary on ſuch an oeca- 


figy, I Know my dpar Lady: Clara will 
excuſe. my thus breaking off abruptly, 


and eee myſelf her Lari 
O bedient humble ſervant, 
IIe d „Wee wachen 


Eid O | the, =_ 
* . £4 a = 4 & 8 0 s 
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[LETTER XXXIV. 

Lady e Ae to Miſs MEADOWS. 

reef. 


" MY DEAR JEMIMA, 


1 AM almoſt expiring with tb! ſpleen! 
= Belville, who is now irrecoverably 


loſt to me, and every other woman except 


Lady Clara Fitzgerald; has left us for a 


few days to attend his Aunt Miſs Margaret 
Belville to her brother's. 

Lady Clara was at firſt quite low-ſpirited 
on the occaſion. Sir Cecil Mowbray, 
however, has exerted all his powers of 
pleafing to amuſe and entertain her ; and 
to my great aſtoniſhment ſhe ſeems not 

unwilling to liſten to him. 
y The Colonel propoſes bringing a friend 
of his (a Captain Hillgrove) back with 
him. Mr. Walſingham is at the Hall, 
and I fancy Belville has left his Cara Spoſe 
elect under his care; her Ladyſhip, how- 
ever, can't bear him, and ſays he looks 
MN more like a Father - Confeſſor than a gay 
young 


| 
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young gentleman. For my part, I think 
he is a very pretty fellow; but he too 
pines in ſecret for ſome ungrateful fair. 

Why or wherefore it happens I do not 
know, but certain it is that I am. taken 
very little notice of here at preſent. In- 
deed, I muſt confeſs that 1 have loſt a 
great ſhare of my former vivacity ; 'and 
were it not for the company of Matilda 
Belville, I ſhould not be able to diſpenſe 
with that of my dear Jemima, © ' 

Pray, can you inform me whether Sir 
John Dudley has left town or not ? He 
ſaid he could not, on account of his 
daily expectation of his patron, Lord 
Moulton. I believe you have never ſeen 
that nobleman. I knew him long before 
I had the pleaſure of being acquainted 
with Dudley, and flatter myſelf that 1 
was a favourite of his Lordſhip's. 
Do not omit, my dear, to preſent my com- 
pliments to Mr. Thornton and his daugh- 
ter, and inform them that I ſhall come to 


take you from them at the expiration of the 
L 2 "SY deſtined 


aw /H 1STORY 'O Pl) 


-Heftiried- month; till which time. I bid 
you, moſt OY" and . 


adieu! 
| CAROLINE BENSON. 
1 219 a K ; rior nn 
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Miſs WALPOLE -to Miſs DUNBAR. 


"Hs friend of Kits Thornton a my dear 

44 Mary, will give me cauſe, I fear, to re- 
gret her arrival, by entirely ruining that 
peace of mind which I had almoſt ſo happily 

_ attained. I was yeſterday at The Wood, 

- when Miſs Meadows received a letter 
from Lady Caroline Benſon, part of 
which ſhe read aloud. You have heard 
of the Belville family, 1 dare ſay; as 
likewiſe that the Colonel is ſhortly to be 
married to Lady Clara Fitzgerald. This 
lady is now on a viſit at the Hall, together 


| wich Lady Caroline. In one part of the 
letter 
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letter her Ladyſhip ſays, © Mr. Belville 
is gone home, with his Aunt, and pro- 
« poſes bringing Captain Hillgrove back 


« with hin. Walſingham is at the Hall. 


« and I believe the Colonel has left his 
intended Cara Spoſe elect under his care 
her Ladyſhip, however, can't bear him. 
« For my part, I think him a very pretty, 
+ ſellov; but he too fighs in ſecret for 
ſome ungrateful fair.” 

All this Miſs Meadows read roads 
What is the meaning of Walſingham's 
ſighing in ſecret, I know not; neither 
can I conjecture the cauſe of his look 
ing grave; time, however, which de- 
2 every myſtery, will bring this to 

t. 


Adieu! NA 
EMMA WALFOLE, 
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LETTER XXXVL. 
Lady CLARA FITZGERALD to Mifs MEADOWS. 


DEAR ! O dear! I never heard the 

like! There Mrs. Belville with her 
ſpectacles in her hand cries, ©* Dear Lady 
Clara, how can you be ſo giddy?” If I go 
into another room, there I am received by 
Lady Caroline Benſon with a Fye, Lady 
« Clara! how can you permit Sir Cecil to 
take ſuch liberties, when you are ſo ſoon 
to be married to Belville!” and if I go 
up ftairs, there I find a long letter of ad- 
vice from | Miſs Meadows; and all for 
what? The old Lady lectures me for my 
livelineſs and ſpirit; the young lady 
becauſe ſhe envies me; and Miſs Meadows 
(though I believe with the beſt intentions 
of -the three) becauſe I ſpeak to any 
man befides my ſpouſe-elect. Now, I 
am ſure, were I to bring theſe ſeveral 


IB complaints before a Court of Juſtice, . I 


ſhould be acquitted of every one of them, 
take my word for it. 
Heavens! 
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Fleavens! Belville and his friend are juſt 
arrived. Away goes my pen 


2 5 — Dew 

WELL, my dear, here I am ! Belville 
is come, and I am once—more—hap—py. 
Apropos, now I am talking of happineſs, 
ſo— we are— to be— © patterns of 
> conjugat and domeſtic felicity= fot all 
i the young married perſons of quality.” 
— Heavens ! child; what an old-maidiſh 
ſuppoſition + But enough of this; for I am 
almoſt fick of the thoughts of Ma—tri—- 
mo- ur... — 

I flew to Belville, who received me in a 
very huſband- like manner, and, 'after pre- 
ſenting me to his friend Captain Hillgrove, 
went to enquire after the health of the reſt 
of the family. As to the Captain, he watch- 
ed me very narrowly the whole day and 4 
1 believe not à Word, action, or even mile, 


eſcaped him; but what was moſt mortify ing, 4 


he did not ſeem to approve © one thing I did. 
IT 25 75 L Indeed, 
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1 peared very ds 
ful, and L dow't- think, chat het ſpoke, ren 


words to me the whole day. 
| neee 


by the bye, I am rejoiced at) and, as he is 
going to Sir Fhomas Glendore's, is the 
err 20 COL vo I. 147, 
O lud, Jemima | this day wack, the ma- 
| jor. . pack of « our company leaves ug, and we 
ſhall ſoon follow. them, when thy, friend 
mut Nepare to give up her liberty. da 
* _— le cherefote adieu ſ 7 9815 *? 
Fin. eur 2 12592011 
e üg d 63 10 All Rocnlt 
Non 
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BU RTO Lnhachave Ldone? I much 


fear, that by advifng my friend Rt 
8 Ville to marry Lady Clara F itzgerald,l have 
85 contributed to ruin his peace. To be ſurg, 
it is not yet too late for him to retract. 


14 * — 4 - - 24 «Sj 
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But Henry is too generous, after what has 
paſſed, to deſert her. He ſtill flatters him- 
ſelf that be ſhall be able to bring her to 
reaſon ; though I am afraid he will find 
himſelf equally deceived and diſappointed... 

He ſays ſhe is the only woman except Miſs 
Meadows for whom he ever entertained the 
leaſt eſteem; and as he knows it is impoſ- 
fible for him ever to be united to the latter, 
he will therefore marry Lady ray + 5 
hope of reclaiming her.. 

That he is not happy, all his Five 00 
plainly perceive. He ſtrives to appear gay. 
and chearful-in company; nay, even with 
me he conceals his real ſentiments, and 
never mentions Miſs Meadows s name ex- 
cept when he cannot ayoid it. Still, how- | 
ever, I am convinced that all his thoughts | 
are fixed upon her—1 am called to din- | 
ner ; ee adieu. Wo 
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vo Joh not expect to ſee me again, 
2+ 1 have promiſed to attend my friend 
L5 Henry 


| My rows; is in order to be preſent _ 


- .. his wedding ; and a fatal one I fear it 
Will prove to him. That coxcomb Sir 
Cecil Mowbray has left us, as 1 did not 


by any means approve of his behaviour to 


Lady Clara. As to Belville, I am quite 


alarmed for him, as are likewiſe all his 
family. His father has defired him to 
break off the match, if that is the cauſe of 
his appearing ſo unhappy; but he refuſes, 

and aſſures them with a ſmile, that he en- 
tertains ſentiments of the higheſt NISC 
and eſteem for her Ladyſhip. 


For my part, I am afraid Lady Clara's 
aſſection will not prove of the laſting kind. 
1 have no doubt of her loving Belville at 
preſent; but I have as little doubt of her 
-  coquetting with the firſt man that flatters 

ber after marriage. Not that I ſuſpect 
the will be ſo regardleſs of her family and 
character, as to loſe fight of her own or 
her huſbandd honour : at the fame time 
I am of opinion that ſhe will make Henry 
very unbappy. She poſſeſſes a great ſhare 
No 26: do be ſure; ha the gay part of our 
| | -lex, 


T 
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ſex, until they are thoroughly acqusinted 
with her, cannot help admiring her, as ſhe 
has a kind of drollery which cannot fail 
of pleaſing; but to me ſhe diſgoyers/a a 
baldneſs and indelieacy which equally 
ſhocks and diſguſts we. 
I ſhall conclude, Burton, with this de- 
termination: Never to marry the woman 


who publicly avows her love for me to all 
"Un world. loading 
1 With complinemss all dhe a 2 
Believe me yours ever, 
EE DWARD HILLGROVB. 


* 
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cLenenT WALSINGHAM, Ela; to COLONEL. 
BELVILLE. | 
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11 ways thought her. But asT believe 
eee heard our little hiſtory, I will 
take the e of troubling you with it. 
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eee by ſorne 
daß delt te Dorſteſtite, where, during my 
rdenet at a friend's howſe for alen days, I 
RY Y Mis Wilpole. I was inſtantly cap- 
Hvited with her and on enquiring who, 
and of what family eas was:mnformetd 
_ ttatthbwirthconiydaughtet of agentleman 
late iy deceaſed, who had left hera very ſmall 
fortuge, but that ſhe: bad great expecta- 
tions at the death of Mrs. Hare (herimothet's 
_ fiſtet3in-whoſe cane fie mas deit, and ho | 
was a widow with no chidten, but a very | 
theriGddaty worhats | PRA with this ac- 
count, I determined to pay my addreſſes 
to- Miſs Waitpote; nd baving-efled and 
obtained her aunt's Permiſſion to viſit her, 
was received by the charmiüg Echma in a 


manner that equally W and Wen. 


_ raged my hopes... /. 
I had pafſed near 8 ks, in 3 
fſetſhire, when I received deter asquaint- 
ing me that my brother, he Wag then 
tivaig, was extremely ibl, and v 
firous of ſecing me. MB. Hare Ithought 
had (for ſoerie rune loc yeryicbolly wpan 


, WKe3-though at the Ame time I was not 
| ſenfible 
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ſenſible of baving giten her any offence} 
1 there ſore took e diſs Walpole 
with a heavy heart; 7 01 10 food 
On my e 1 found that 
b brother's" phyſicians deemed it indift. | 
penſably neceffary for him immediately to 
proceed to the ſouth of France; andi 
urgent was Charles with me to icconipany 
him thither, that T was 6bligedto conſent. | 
BefotemFdeparture; Facquainted my dear 
Emma wirh the cauſe of my thus ſudden- 
I leaving England; an ke never 
received my letter. "NA22T 

The changs of elimate producing no 
aeviation of my brother's complaints, 
whiek were of the conſumptive k ind, in 
about half a · year after our arrival at Mie 


I had the misfortune to loſe him. During | 
all, this time I never received a 'finghe 
line from Mi Walpole, thong, I had-re- 
peatedly written to her. % 

As ſoon us Þ had paid the laſt duties t 
mybrather, I returned to England; and im- 
ately haſtened inta Dorſetſhire, where, 
calling at Mrs. N houſe, I was in- 


3, formed 


tit, chat the aunt was dead, and that they be- 
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formed by the family who then occupied 


lieved her niece was married. Alarmed at 
this intelligence, I inſtantly flew to my 
friends, but, to my equal mortification and 
ſurpriſe received from them a conſirma- 
ion of what I had heard before; with this 
addition, that every body thought I was 
« likewiſe married. Upon aſking if they 
knew. whether Miſs Walpole had ever re- 
ceiyed any of my letters? the anſwer was, 
that they were certain ſhe; never had; that 
Mrs. Hare had died very ſuddenly; and that 
during the few hours ſhe did live after ſhe 


was attacked by the diſeaſe which occa- 
ſioned her death, the appeared to be ex- 
en unhappy and uneaſ rp. 

As I found Miſs Walpole was now en 
Aely loſt to me, Iagain determined to quit 
England, and immediately croſſed the wa- 
ter to Paris, where I haye continued to re- 
ide till this winter, when Idetermined to re- 
turn to my native country. You know what 
has ſince paſſed; as likewiſe, that when I 
* the Hall, Lady Clara and Lady Ca —- 
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tine gave me letters for te amiable Miſs 
Meadows, © „eee nn 

As it was late before Lartived at Sir Tho- 
mas Glendore's laſt night, I poſtponed my 
viſit to The Wood tilt this morning, Upon 
enquiring if Miſs Meadows was at home, 
the ſervant feplied in the affirmative; and 
inſtantly conducted me to the parlour, 
where ſhe ſat at breakfaſt. Upon the door 
being opened, I ſaw Miſs Meadows with 
two other ladies engaged very earneſtly in 
converſation with a gentleman ;' ſo earneſt= 
ly, indeed, that they did not at firſt per- 
ceive me; but on Miſs Meadows turning 
her head, ſhe exclaimed, © Heavens! Mr. 
e Walüngbam !' I hope you are well, Sir? 
On this the other two ladies turned out 
| likewiſe, when one of them, whom I im- 
mediately knew to be Miſs Walpole; "ut: 
tered a loud ſhriek, and ſunk on the floor. 
I flew towards her, at the ſame time ex- 
claiming, ( My Emma, my lovely Emma, 
« do I once more behold thee!” then 
recollecting her marriage, I added, N, 
not my Emma, but another's Emma. 
She 


„ HTS TORY Or 


She opened her fine eyes, at the ſame 
time ſaying, © What do you mean, * 

* by another's Emma?“ 
Are you not married?“ 

% Nou are married, I believe, Sir?“ 

No, by Heavens! nor —- 

40 Not then how have I been ae jy 
Mr. Thornton now interfered, and de- 
being us to be ſeated (for we were all 
fanding)' propoſed that a mutual expla- 
nation mould take place between us. 
I immediately complied with the propoſal, 
and xelatedthe incidents I have before men- 
tioneq in this letter; after which I requeſt» 
ed Miſs Walpole to favour myſelf and the 
company, with her ſtory, which ſhe did in 
e following conciſe mannen 
-::#5 Soon after you left Dorſetſhire, my 
« Aynt received a letter, the contents of 
& which ſhe took care to ſecrete from me, 
«though I ſuſpected it to be your hand- 
10 Writing. A ſhort time afterwards ſhe told 
ten me mne had ſome bad news to communi- 
_ * care. On aſking: what it was, the an- 
| Ts that ſhe had received intelli- 
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gener from a friend that Walſingham 

Chad. married A girl whom, he. had, long 
«6 kept, as his miſtreſs, ard that he Was 
“gone abroad with her, I heard no more, 
8 1 fainted away; and on being carried 
«to my chamber, Was, unable to be x6; 
2 moved from, i it for ſome weeks, 10 deep» 
„ly was 1 affected b Dy, the thoughts of your 
« treachery. On my recovery, m Aunt, 


* after congratulating, Me: 99.8 he happy 


40 eſcape ] I Lig had, from Conn FR 5 
tc: "ſelf v with a. man who Appeared t 157}: 0, haye 
cc fo little ſenſe of honour as. well a ol; 


% Cacy, adviſed: me to give up, wh, chops 


© agree never more: to mention ny name; 
4 a propoſal to Which IJ readily, ag: 


0 geded, and whi ich Was rigidly. abferyed 
« by doth b of = a a few months aft 


40 an, jngiſpoſition, which in a few hours 
rendered her ſpeechleſs, She, ſeemed very, 
anxious to communicate ſon ching to 
"me, but was unable, and in a few hours 
« he After taking poſſeſſion of the 


60 fortune 
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40 fortune ſhe had bequeathed me, I broke 
« up houſe-keeping, and for ſome time vi- 
« fited about among my friends, till acci- 
* dent fortunately leading me tothis charm- 
ing ſpot, I was fo pleaſed with it, that 
«'] immediately determined to make it 
e my future refidence, and have accord- 
. * ingly lived here more chan a twelve. 
f mon th. a 1 2 £939 
Thus — my lovely Enn. We 


turned to Sir Thomas 8 8. | 
From this you ſee, my friend, I am at 
un in a fair way of being made happy, 
as I truſt that Miſs Walpole" pair not 2 
delay our union. 

; l; 1 ſuppoſe by this tie vou are prepa- 
ring for your nuptials; /that you may 
experience every happineſs the married 
Nate can afford, is the fincere with of. 
Wis Yours fincerely, 

e ELEMENT wang 


ad + 
gaz do going vis; 1.4797 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
Miſs WALPOLE o Ni DUNBAR. Se | 


T letetd;, my dear Mary, Lentertain 
the hope of being rewarded. for 
all my paſt ſufferings, by being united to 
the man who has long, and I truſt fin- 
cerely loved me. My poor Aunt—whata 
ſcene of treachery did the act! But moſt 
ſincerely do I forgive the pangs the has 
occafioned me, and hope ſhe had time 
to implore forgiveneſs of her Creator. 

Miſs Meadows leaves us next Thurſ- 
day. Miſs Thornton complains of the 
hardſhip of lofing both her friends''to- 
gether." I hays ſome thoughts of inviting 
her to town with me, but fear it will not 
be in her power to accompany me, as her 
father daily expects the return of his an- 
nual fit of the gout. But I ſhall moſt 
certainly, my dear Mary, inſiſt on your 
attending me to church. I propoſe to be- 
gin my journey on Sunday, and ſhall reach 
yau 


25h M$ T:OAX:; OF. 
you on Macy: when I ſhall awe to find | 
you in z 


— —” * © = 


for my $77 We ſhall paſs the win- 
ter in town,” but return to this place early 


in the, ſpring, to improve it for our 


2 


| country reſidence. 1 A 
_ Walfingham ſpeaks of Captain Hill- 


grove. in the handſomeſt terms, and 
repreſents, bim as a-moſt amiable cha- 
racter; gall which, vou may be ſure, 
pleaſes: me not a little. The Captain is 
going to town with Mr. Belville, to be 
preſent at his nuptials with Lady Clara 
Fitzgerald. I am very deſirous to ſee this 
faid Belville; having heard ſo much of him. 
Walſingham pities him exceedingly, as 
he ys Lady Clara is not the woman to 
make him happy. Miſs Meadows calls 
for me ta take a walk-; therefore adieu, 
and. believe me to be for the laſt time, 
Tours . W. | 
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journey, confidering che time of "year. 


came to Lady Caroline's immediately, and 


: to town. I wiſn he would turn his though 


F 
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Miſs MEADOWS - to Miß rhonN ro 
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London. 


ERE. I am ſafely lodged once more, 
my dear Julia, after a very agreeable 


Lady Clara arrived in town yeſterthy: ſhe 


told ns che wedding-day was fixed for 
Weadneſtay next. Heigh-oh ! Lady Ca- 
roline and I are going to a rout at the 
Earl of Baltimore's, Lady Clara's father. 
I ſhall then once more ſee Belville, but in- 
tend it ſhall be the laſt time before he is 
married. Lady Caroline informs me that 
de is much — 5 1 wonder what is the 
meaning of it. . n , 

Sir John Dudley called ihe day we cattle 


from me to Lady Caroline. "You cantgr 
think, my dear, how that Lady 1 is layed. 
From a guy giddy flirt, the is become quite 
"NP ſedate, and behaves m ſüch an 
alc A 


- 
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8 to me, that I think I 
ſhall never wiſh to be parted. from her: 
but ſhe calls, therefore es 


———•ÆůWã 


| Eight G Clock. 

"Jusr going to > finds Clara's —O my 
Julia, think what muſt be my feelings to ſee 
Belville—tbe only man I ever did or ever 
can love—for the laſt time, before he is 
married to another. Lady Caroline waits. 


45 4 8808 o'Clock i in the Morn. 
1 AM juſt returned, my Julia, from the 
| Earl of Baltimore's; and as fleep ſeems to 
have fled my eyes, will write you an ac- 
count of our viſit. 
Wie found a numerous company em. 
"Bled in the drawing · room when we entered, 
but were ſurpriſed not to ſee Belville among 
them. Lady Clara immediately came up 
5 ic da, when Lady Caxoline. aſked her if ſhe 


2 1 10. 67102 45d : did 
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did not expect the Colonel? , Q-lud! 
_ <« yes, to be ſure” (returned che giddy 
* <« is he not here? 

At that inſtant eee Fans 
on the arm of another gentleman ; but 
how amazed was I to ſee; ſo total an altera- 
tion in him! His fine eyes have entirely 
loſt their luſtre, and his whole face has 1 in 
one ſhort month undergone . a. complete 
metamorphoſis. He inſtantly advanced to. 
the place where we were fitting, and after 
pay ing his compliments to Lady Clara and 4 
Lady Caroline, turned to me. 
Thope I ſee Miſs Meadows well“ 

I bowed, but trembled ſo, that!l could 
ſcarcely ſpeak. zg de les: 
Give me leave, Madam, to preſen | 
4 « Coptain Hillgrove to you.“ | 

I again bowed, but ſaid ich 3 120g 
mote company joining us, the Colonel 
walked away, leaving his friend behind 
him, who, as Lady Clara ſaid in one Gf 
her letters, ſuryeyed me with an attention 
which not a little diſconcerted ; for 
though the Captain is not handſome, his 

eyes 


\ 
WO HS r * Dr dA! 
eyes are fo ſo penetrating, that they feertts look 
6nethrough. He ſoon in at eaſy and ati: 
liar manner entered into a converſation with 
me which was equally! polite and enter- 
taining; and mould have paſſell the time 
very agterably, had vt a Triumvirate of 
impertinent females interrupted vs by pro- 
pofing cards. What was very ſingular, 
the Colonel diſappeared ſoon after he en- 
tered tue draw itig· rborn; neither did I ſee 
bim ag4in ti Juſt as I was prepariug to 
leave it,” when he paſſed: me with a grave 
bow, and a , Good evening to you, Ma- 

cc dam.“ This was accompanieil by a figh, 

Which Dam aftaĩd d dchoed by myſelf, 
as I obſerved Captain Hillgrove, who ſtood 
Near me, examine: me with a very curious in- 
- quiſitiye eye. The Captain hanlled us to the 
leurriage, ind at the ſame time hegged Lady 
arblideꝰ's permiſſion to iſit her, co which 
he readily effented; and afterwards rallied 
me Het u. lirtie on Raving made a conqueſt 
bf the Captain's heart. I told her I was 
very fare - e laughed, 
216. molb: Tha 200 zi £1 020 23-568 when 
2249 
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when the ſtopping. af the carriage! at her 
Lady ſhip's door put an end to the conteſt : 
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CaptlinHILLGROVE to Sir CHARLES BURTON! | 
454 Pieg dd &! CLI) 
ver Dong =: mon ech Nef ont 2 hae 
FELL, Burton, I have. ſeen Miſs» - 
Meadows, and am almoſt as much 
in love; 1 her as my ffiend Henry was, 
and T am afraid is ſtill. Good Heavens! 
what a contraſt to Lady Clara, adorned with - 
every grace which: woman need poſſeſs, 
in anipd, perſon, and+aecompliſhment; 7 :. 
When Belville firſt preſented me, I was . 
ſtruck With hef charming figure; but 
hen Idrew her into converſation (for por 
Henry ſcon left us, unable to behold het 
without repining at his- hard fate) the caſy, 
eleganr, ſenfible manner in which the de- 
Mews; MM livered _ 
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 livered her ſentiments on every ſubject de- 
lighted me, as I found none of that im- 
pertinent conceited wit which generally 
diſtinguiſhes the manners and converſation 
ol our pretty women of quality: in ſhort, 
be, and the alone deſerves Henry Belville. 
85 am inclined to think, too, that he is 
not quite indifferent to her, as ſhe was 
"ſized with ſuch a tremor when he addref- 
ſed her, that ſhe ſhould ſcarcely return che 
compliments he paid her. 
The moment ſhe left the room he aſked my 
opinion of her. Unwilling to nouriſh his 
 _ paſhon by delivering my real ſentiments,” | 
and not chufing to be guilty of the injuſtice 
of depreciating a woman who riſes ſuperior 
to all her ſex, I evaded his queſtion by reply- 
ing, that I was unable to give my opinion 
till I had ſeen her a ſecond time. Poor 
Harry too plainly ſaw my evaſion was af- 
fected, and ſhaking his head ſaid, I never 
e intend, my dear Ned, to mention the 
« Joyely Jemima more, except when ne- 
« ceſſity compels me. Lean conſtrue (con- 
< tinued he with a mile) very plainly the 
l M meaning 


* 
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© meaning of your anſwer, and will there- 
fore never again” put your friendſhip 
and good-nature to the teſt.” — 

I have ſeen Miſs Meadows once fince, 

but had no opportunity of engaging her © 
in converſation, as ſhe was ſurrounded by 
adorers. However, even in this fituation he 
gave freſh- cauſe for my admiration,” be- 
having with ſo much eaſe and modeſt dig- 
nity, that I am certain not one of them 
could arrogate a preference. As to that 
cox cob Sir Cecil Mowbray, the treats 
him with politeneſs and civility, as indeed 
ſhe behaves to every one, and by that 
means acquires the eſteem of all. In 
ſhort, in my opinion, the and Belville were 
born for each other, though Deſtiny or Fate 
would ſeem to have placed A : 
bars to their union. 
. "The day after to-morrow — loſes 
his liberty. He affects to appear gay, but 
that his chearfulneſs is aſſumed and Feen : 
is too certain. f 

Adieu, Burton, and believe me ever 
| yours, 


Sets. ' EDWARD HILLGROVE. 'Þ| 
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51 Sad nr 8 Wedneſday Evening. 
F Ans meet was married Colonel 
of „Belville to Lady Clara Fi itagerald. 
| Het Ladyſhip called this, evening to en- 
_ quire after my health; for you muſt Kno, 
my dear, that having inſiſted on my offi- 
eiating at the wedding as one of har bride- 
maids, I was obliged. to promiſe her, or 
appear particular. However, having le-. 

eretly determined not to go, I was under, 
the neceſſity this morning of pleading an 
| indiſpoſition, for Which reaſon her Lady- 
tip honoured me with the viſit above- 
mentioned. She appeared to abe all lite 

and ſpirits, and never looked, handſomer. 
Lady Caroline, yl attended for me as 
brideamaid; informed me, that Lady Clara 
- went through the ceremony with greater 
fortitude and recollection than Belville; 
and added, that ſhe was very certain her. 
1 Ladyſhip was nat the; oman of his choice. 
Hl - 7 a Mk 
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. Lagx C oline, did. votſeem ij jaclined | 


to deſcend to Particulars, and as In now 
found the indiſpoſitiop which had coun- 


terfeited i in the n . to be reel 1 in l IC 
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"down to give. my Julia the . nar- 
rative, which I ſhall not cloſe till to-mor- 
row, when, if any other incidents worth 
relating occur, it ſnall be reſumed by 

ing Her ever affectionate friend, 
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LETTER XLII. 11 


— Mig MEADOWS to Miſs THORNTON. 
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"HEN I went. 4000 to breakfaſt 
| this morning (which I did with a 
full eee to be chearful), I fou 
N Caroline fitting with Sir John Dud- 


210 M 3 ley ,. 


.IN CONTINUATION. WOES 
tot 64 © © Thurſday Evening. 
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ty, Mr. Darey, f and Colonel Molef- 
worth, After paying my compliments 
to the company, I took my ſeat, and we 
entered into converſation : this, however; 
was foon interrupted by the artival of two 
female viſitors, a Miſs Manners and a Lady 
Sufan Pelham, who were ſcarcely ſcared 
before Miſs Manners turning to me faid, 
„ Pray, Madam, is Lady Clara Fitzgerald 
« married ?” | 
„ She is, Madam.” di 
What, yeſterday en, Well, I 
«Kam ſure, the is greatly to be pitied; 
for Mr. Belville, I fear, will make her 
« but an indifferent huſband.” 
But an indifferent huſband, Madam!“ 
exclaimed I, —_— at her BEE — 
ment. 


. Madam, may 71 b the liberty 


« of aſking your reaſons for entertaining 
e ſuch an unfavourable: opinion of my 
friend Belville ?” ſaid Sir John Dudley. 
© «Why, Lord, Sir, you never heard 


8 "6 ſuch a character as he bears! He only 


keeps at this preſent time three miſtref- 
_ 4 ſes; one is an 5 88 ; the ſecond 


8 r | ; «is 


* 
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is ſaid to be one of the Aftreſſes at Co- 

«< yent-Garden Theatre; while the charac- 

« ter of the third is ſo very obſcure, that 
% nobody knows any thing of her.“ But 

that my dear Julia may more readily en- 

ter into the ſpirit of this very extraordinary 

converſation, I ſhall: endeavour to detail 

it in the very words of the mdiviguals 

who took part in it. 

Lady C. BENSso . I am amazed, La- = 

« dies, at what you ta? Surely: 700 are | 

miſinformed.“ Y 

f > Sir. Joan, DvpLEy.:/* „ 1 

Iimplicitly ſubſeribe to her Ladyſhip's 

«x opinion,” . F 
Lady Sus Ax and Miſs Mannizs (bag, 4 

O51 am ſure that what we aſſert is true,” 
At that moment Captain Hillgrove en- 
tered, and bowing to the nnn 
to me. 

Captain Hurcnovz. * 1 hope I ſee Mis | 
„Meadows well.” 

Jenin A. very well, 1 oak, you, 
4 Sir. Vou are juſt come in time to de- 
fend the character of your friend Colonel 
.o Belville.“ 


M4 _ * Gui 
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99 Captain HITII Pam abwaps 
ready to defend thoſt I ofteem, Madani: 
46 but WhO, pray, OY! oy . 


40 him * 


Colonel aden ps 2 Why, it has 
been juſt afſerted, Captain, that the Co- 


* Jonel has only at this preſent time tchtee 


44 ladies in keeping.“ vVISV- oi ai 5 
Captain HILLOROVE. « ludeed 10 Bel- 

ville keep three miſtreſſes! Wo could 

propagate ſuch a ſeandalous ory se 
Miſs Maxx ERS. Lord bleſs me why, 


had it from Sir Charles Worſley, ho 


told me he had it from Lady Berty Vin- 
cent.“ node 

e eee Then, am 
« I will venture to affirm; harem Sir 


Charles Worſley and Lady Betty Vin- 


„ cent told you an infamous falfhood!. 1 


. * 8 
. . 2 a * up : 4 


4e will not pretend to ſay that Belvitte 
ever fotmed ſuch a eonfection as has 
« been alluded to, for he as always been 


u partial to the falr ſ&, as Þ believe it 
Alis known the ladies in 5 have beth 


k&to him. HOT, 213 1264 25 
| +: © Hete 
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br Here a conſeious bluſh ſuſſuſed the 


cheek of your Jemima. le 
Tay Sus ax. Well, I'm amazed; for 
„heard it as a fact: nay more, it 
ce as added, that he ſeduced one of his 
c miſtreſſes, who is a country girl, from 
her friends; and that this made him fo 
T1 „ unhaphy on bis wedding- day. * *? 
Hlere I thought a ſigh ſeemed to eſoape 
the: Captain. 1d) nauztetg 20 * 
b Capiain HILT¹ORO VS (taking a. hand of 
each). The tongue of ſeandal, my dear 
ladies, is ever ready to galumniate 
8 thoſe Who are innocent. For my part, 
chen, I hear ſuch, tales, I keep them 
+ ithin my on breaſt, till by proper en- 
e ꝗuity iL am enabled to diſcover the truth. 
If the parties haye been wronged, I tbink 
* it my duty to endeavour to clear them: 
if, on the contrary, Ind the report to 
de true, I never | ſuffer it to ſpread 
b further through my means; well Know. 
te ing, that the world are ever ready tolex. 
„ poſe thoſe faults in othets, whieh- pers 
$ FOO are at; the A ſame time com- 
7 HG M. hr 4 mining | 
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mitting themſelves. As to my friend 
* Belville, I have known him from child- 
e hood: he was always of a much livelier 
'« and gayer turn than myſelf; but a heart 
<< more honeſt, liberal, and humane, never 
« glowed in the breaſt of man. His purſe 
dc has been ever open to diſtreſs : in ſhort, 
few young men are poſſeſſed of more 
* amiable or valuable qualities. I will 
* not pretend to ſay that he is without his 
ac faults (for, indeed, where ſhall we find 
, any one without fome failings ?)'; but as 
4 to the charge of ſeduRion, I am con- 
4 vinced that he is incapable of ſuch a 
t crime: indeed, I will venture to affirm, 
« that he never | attempted to obtain 
« the affections of any woman till he was 
es certain he could offer his own in return, 
% As to keeping a miſtreſs, I think I can 
e with equal confidence aſſert, that he 
1 never has been addicted to that folly, 
66-25 Ile beard bim always warmly con- 
demsn thoſe who attuehed themſelves to 
| «women of that deſeription. He is now 
married, and 1 ſinerrely wiſh him every 0 
2 1 the are ein afford. | 
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Thus ended the Captain ! And now; my 
An, are you not more than half in love 
with him for thus nobly defending his - 
friend? I aſſure you that Jam. — But to 
proceed in my narrative: The two ladies 
appeared to be confuſed and etmbarral- - 
ſed, and faid they ſhould” never credlt 
either of their authors in future; and more 
company vs ming in, they we afrer wk 
their leave. 

Captain Hillgrove now drew his chair 
next to mine, and was ſo obliging as to 
admire my work (for I am working + 
gown for Lady Caroline in tambour)which - 


I aſſure you profited not a little by the 


preceding converſation. 


vourite of mine ; but I muſt mention one - 


thing, viz. I always obſerve he ſeldom if 


ever mentions - Colonel Belville's name 
without a figh, and that he avoids ſpeak- 

ing of Lady Clara as much as poſſible. This, 
you will perhaps ſay, is a fooliſh eircum- 


Indeed, Julia, this Captain is a great fa- - 


ſtance to remark. It is ſo: I entire. 6 


Ax coincide with you in that opinion, «and 


therefore will think no mare of it:. 


M46. I had- 3 
IE 


* N = 
. o 
- 
+24 


— — — — 


I NOR LOANS 


* pleaſure: of a, vit flom the 
amiable | Miſs Walpole, yeſterday, ©; She 
looks much better than ſhe did when I irſt 
| Jaw her at The Wood, and appears to be 
in high ſpirits. She told me that ſhe wrote 
to jou on Monday, and that che wedding- 
day is fixed for next Tueſday, Shę brought 
Miſs Dunbar with ber, who ſeems, deſerv- 
ing of her friendſhip. . Lady Careline has 
jjuſt ſent for me; I muſt therefore bid you 
adieu for the banane as will mr 
pen in the Wor ning. an t ot of 1% 6 


A0 c I mt!) ow Im ina. 
* 


* 
WY 


* ad 4 7 998 11 
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| - ofi0:381}F2V003 | Fridby Moe 
- - -:TOLD: vou laſf night that, Lady 
„Caroline had ſummoned me, being de- 
ſirous of ſhewing mea card from Lady 
Clara Belville, inviting her Ladyſhip 
and myſelf to à ball and ſupper on 
Thurſday next. Though I wiſh rather to 
avoid than meet the Colonel, yet i muſt 
accept the gvitation, ot appear very rude. 


iTo it-may: berimpoſſible always | 
But 1 am interrupted again. * 2101. 11 


l 5 4 IT 


- 


LANDI MAGUZMAN. a3 
god blot ot ggaſd 15 Priday Evening. 


IT was Lady Clatd who ehquited!for 
me. Upon my entering the parlout; her 
Ladyſtiip began to ehide me for not hav- 

ing called upon Her: t but I Will Forgive 

e οον ¹tinued-ſhe), if you-and Lady 
Caroline will fill up a ſmall party Lhave 
te engaged this evening!“ agg Nun 1 


L muſt beg your Ladyſhip? 'to-vexcule = 


me (returned I); for T have gt ſfclva 


« tertible ebld, chat Lam total umfit fer 


40 company.“ Fila 15355 VA T5 OE 
4; Lord my dear, Lam ſure you look 
ec extremely well; tis only a few ſelect 
« friends, Poſitively I will not be denied. 
„Lady Caroline has conſented, and I in- 
« fiſt on your coming with her: befides, 
child, your favourite wil be there. Now 


I am ſure you will.“ So ſaying, away 


| ſhe tripped, not giving me time FO uire 
= ſhe meant. 


Lam ſure I dow't Ko whom ſhe Wb 
0 ** my favmrite, ereept it is Captain Hill- 


grove, and I am cettain that ſne never R 


"heard" ine" fay whether I Hked or dHHꝛ‚b̃a 
00 War; 


dad 1 


| 
q 


wu HIS TONY Or 
him; fot ever fince ſhe told Colonel Bel- 
ville that I hated him, I have been very 
cautious of giving my opinion of an one 
her Ladyſhip's preſence: however, go 
1 mult. Ahl my dear, I now wiſh, for the 
. 20 ar, Ae ee be N 
"miſtreſs, 4 Mak Cu [itt liv © 
I I muſt again break off, my. FR friend, 
dus dess for my viſit; and as this letter is 
aof a ſufficient length, will ſend it off with- 
out adding any more, than that I am... - 
vas dear Julia's F. yarn ,,“ 


„ + 7: AﬀſeRtionate friend, . 
Dar vat oj: OTE MEADOW. . 
* d 00d ; | 
ni I Bas elne 5 5 ? 
racy Je 482 . d Ho Nn 
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e FALIOLS 'Miſs THORNTON. 


| \UESDAY next, my * julia, i is the | 
da appointed for. your friend: to 
liberty. Iwiſh I could perſuade 
00 60 take a trip e ſee the * 


N n 1 
; I have 


£ 


« * 


1 
. W ® 
\ - 
= 
a 


preſſive face in my life. Walfingham in- 
troduced him yeſterday. He fat about 


＋ 


Lady. During the ſhort time he ſtaid, 1 

: thought he appeared rather melancholy. ' 
I have likewiſe ſeen Sir John Dudley, 

and think him very little pre to Mr. | 


% 
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I have not yet ſeen Miſs Meadows, but 


prota myſelf the n of A | 


© 


her to-day. (290 © Re TA | 
Let me fee—-what Gr ME: 5 


* 


your ladyſhip aſk ?—-O ! have I ſeen Co- 


lonel Belville?—I have, my dear, and Laf- . 


ſure you that he deſerves all, nay more 
than we have heard of him; for I think I 


never ſaw a more handſome; nor more ex- 


half an hour, and then took his leave, 
without preſſing me very much to viſit 


Belville. 4 a] > \ * 


Thus, my dear, I have! given you my | 


opin ion of both thefe gentlemen, as you re- 


queſted ; at leaſt as far as my. judgment 


ITT 
of them extends, 7 


l am going to the Playro-night,therefor 


o 4 0 (t < * E £ * + $1 
. 5 * 


"muſt conclude, or I ſhall not have time to 
E 8 | i 4 EO TY} * 


; f; 
i 
' 


. 6 | Y * / 
RN 


pay my intended viſit to Miſs , Meadows, 
mor dreſs before dinner. Adieu, my dear, 
5 75 Aud believe me yours,, -wfꝶ· 12 


EMMA WALPOLE. 


n 15 end 10— Ar dict ul 10 


bar 228 55 Ce en 122 | Its load! 1290 


370 Varl s 821 


Aut 1611307 mo 
T Tas cf 


& 4.528; L501: nid | | WSH 27 trac! 10 
1 * E A. ＋ K R xL V. TIPS; 


az een i pit ni on Wife 


N MESPOTS. 1: Ms. THORNTON... 
nl. <6 a 
* "ADY Cercle nk k "went : A Gut fe- 
5 yeſterday, evening to Lady | 
Clara, Belyille's. . e the draw- 
Ns 5 foun er Ladyſhip at. her 

"IZA Nez Sir Ceci) Mowbray 
Wag on the back of her chair, and 
Colonel Belville | and Captain Hillgrove 
fra nding.. engaged. yery earneſtly” in con- 
ve ation. near the fire. As ſoon as the ſer- 


T1757 ny 
vant bad announced” "our. names, Lad) 


Clara inſtaytly aroſe, and 1 f to me, 
exclauned, <* There” $a good girl! But 1 
80 ede You would come,” at tlie fame 


— 
« 


LADY JENIMA GUZMAN. uh 


time tapping my ſhoulder) 1 bas What 1 


bad faid to you this morning 373 239 


__ coloured, tho? I ſcarcelyn knew, * 4 f 


what, and replied, 4 Indeed, MV Hadgenl 
don tcomprehend you. I οN ioo 


Shen onlx laughed, and on, Lady H 


line defiringuye might mos gigterruα¹H Hr 
Hoc rab her hachüchom again nb 


- The Colonel now advanced, and, haxing 
paid his comhlimentz to dez she had 
befoge done Lafly. Caroline Hh 


tuſual;grace ded-me,.to,aſeats And: P HU 


Himſelf in angther chain nęxt tone» Ne 


remained {lent , for ſome times at. llt 
the Colonel obſerving kit. Was very, cold, 


Acepliedzin the affitmatixe; and Again we 


ware tflens : in ſhort, he, ſeemed, quit Bt | 


à ſoſs for g ſubject of 19pnyeriation,, tho 
De ver au de him to be deficient; and 
on more company coming in he. took, og 


cafign.ta leays. Bis ſeat, and afterwardaat- 


feted;to ſhun me duripe the whole even- 
ing, +, the Captain, , however, lypplig his 


place, tho' I thought his Ares ae, 


Was extremely grave and reſerved, 


* 


1 o 


f ? ff 
1 4 
- =, 
. * 1 
8 1 1 «tad P as ** 22 2 
r ̃ A a — — 
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: / Tobſefved Lady Clars's behaviour with 
great attention, and ĩt pains me to inform 
you, tat ſhe appeared the ſame giddy crea- 
ture ſhe was before marriage. As to Sir 
Cecil Mowbray, on the entrance of more 
company, he quitted her Ladyſhip to enter- 
"tain me, as he thought; but as T was not 
diſpoſed to liſten to him, he ſoon left me, 
undd attached himſelf to her Ladyſhip again. 
A hertz I began to think there muſt be 
' 'omneeliing extremely formidable or forbid. 
| ding in my appearance, as the men ſeemed 
| to avoid me, while the women; tho! ſe. 
veral ſurrounded me, exchanged not a. 
_ «fingle\fyNable with me. n 
2+ F had not, however, ſat long i in this 
5 diſagreeable ſituatien, when à tall thin 
man entered; who bowed to Lady Clara as 
"He paſſed, but took not*the-leaſt notice of 
any other perſon. A young lady who fat 
dent me, and had hitherto obſerved a 
| profound filence, now ſuddenly exclaimed, 
8 5 Lord biete me if were is not the 
e ent Max -* | | 


125 1 


Advanced to the fire, near which I happened 
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I was juſt going to requeſt mexplanation 
from her, when this remarkable perſonage 


to be ſeated; and ſtood for ſome moments 
with his back towards it, his eyes rivetted 
ſometimes on the ground, and ſometimes 


onme. This not a little diſconcerted me, 
vou will readily ſuppoſe, as the attention of 
the company ſeemed to be directed to hin, 


and a general ſilence enſued; At length he 
twirled himſelf round three times, then 
ſtopped, and turning to me ſaid, It is 
very cold this evening, S fa 
.” * Itis ©, Sir.“. 29 
Again he was filent for corntthctiny then 


706 No M7! e 1 
„No!“ peel e ſitting N 


chair which Captain Hillgrove had jult 


quitted before he enterel. 


was very much vexed at this eHeĩ :- 


ſtance, as the eyes of all the company 
were fixed upon us: at length, to my 
great relief, Colonel Belville propoſed. 


cards; 


again addreflibg himſelf: ro me, Was 
you at the Pantheon laſt vight, men- 4 1 


„ 
— 4 \ 


% 
» 


eee n eee Or 


EE: 2” —— ly aſſented 
dc, che advanced 40 me, dl, aſked. if 1 
ſe talplay. Upon my deſiring to be ex- 
. he turned to the Sen, Man, and 
repeated the ſame queſtion, when the latter 
bow ed, but made no anſwer. The Co- 
lane ſmiled, and walked away: 

The whole company were now ſeated at 
the card. tables except myſelf and my 
teat neighbour, - and a general buz of 
clay alone aſſ leave ſpadille ma- 
e&3hille, and baſto took place: of that ta- 
citurnity trhich had reigned on the en- 
trance of this gentleman. I continued fi- 
Aent ſome time, and was guſt riſing to go 

eto the card - table where: Lady Clara was 

ſeated, when my companion aſked me, 

if I had ſeen Miſs bt ſince ſhe be- 

tame Lady Hervey? ? 
ud could. not help ſmiling at this odd 
queſtion, but replied, J have not, Sir,” 
Do you know her, Madam??? 
have occaſionally ſeen her,” 
| ee a7 nog 172 Db 
; oro)” olives Leno e: 5505 


LADYJEMIMO GUZMAN, 261. 


i D6'youfivOrownj \ Madan) 261 
tiriited'this ſtrange Welti f 1 .vorg 2H} 
| 1 al Sr. Aol tc 910 (od Bg 


Atte You! kwtttied, asg bus 


"x Sir N Feturn ea 1.0% zenten 221716, OT 
f 4 45 the wette, has been ee | 
ce ingly cold for fome time,” . replied. be, 
inſtead. of _ PREG: bis innert, 
queſtion. 5 16 NI His Si 2met 
* did not chink. proper to anſwer Kims, 
but quitting my. ſeat croſſed the» Foom ta, 
Lady. Clara's table, < For Heaven? 85 
« ſake, Lady Clara, (exclaimed 4) . 
2 rel me, Who. is that ſtrange. mortal 2? ws 
.-< Lord, my dear, ont h hing I» 
Eis Mr. Mordeunt, who goes by the, 
name of the ; Silent Man, a8, as,, he very, 
ce often enters a room full of company 
„and quits, itf again e hae 
nadie. „J. ceally, believe he. has; Kier 
*© mare. t9, Yu this evening 05 ihe ebe 
« did to any woman before in his. lien 
The. cards being now 1 855 * 1 5 


tg Hur gonverf ation 
rerprn to my former "ſear; eat, 2 We s 
be 


2. STORY OT 
being ſaill kept hig, I. ſtood and obſerved 
the game. I had not been long thus en- 
gaged before Sir John Dudley, Mr. Dar- 
cy, and Colonel Moleſworth entered the 
room, and immediately engaged me in 
converſation ;, when happening to mention 
2 favourite air in the opera of Lohn. 
piade, they all intreated the favour of me 
to fing it. I perfiſted in refuſing them for 
ſome time, tilt Lady Clara joining in 
their requeſt, and adding, © Indeed, my 
«dear Miſs Meadows, | vou ſhould be 
% more willing to oblige your friends, 
« eſpecially as the charming Pacchierorri 
« himſelf don't fing the air better than 
« you do,” I found it in vain any longer 
x0 reſiſt, therefore fat down to the harp- 


-&- chord, but acquitted myielt very . 


differently. 10 | 

During the whole time I was fivging, 
Belville's eyes were fixed upon me; and 

= I had never played or fung in his hear- 
ing before, his attention as well as 'the 

reſpe&tful filence of the whole company 

er ed me 1 not a Jittle : : A — 


. FT $ x 
, : 1 * 
3 a 3 


— j * F 


| LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN; PU 
ſaid nothing, 2 


tions; and I was — to the. table L 
had before left, when Mr. Mordaunt ad- 
vancing towards me, and taking my hand, 
ſaid, ©* I have heard many fine fingers, 
« Madam, both in this country and in 
&-Jtaly, but never remember to have 
been ſo much charmed by the powers 
ce of any voice as I' have been by yours.“ 
He then made à moſt profound bow, 
and left the room without taking the leaſt 
notice of any other perfon. To my great 

Joy, he uttered this extravagant compli- 
ment in a voice too low to be heard by any 
one except myſelf and Sir John Dudley, 

who ſtood next me; however, I did not 

eſcape the raillery of Lady Clara, ho 
congratulated me on the conqueſt I had 
made of the Silent Man. I only ſmiled, | 
and Lady Caroline making a motion to 
go, I readily affented, rejoiced to put an 


| end to a viſit Which had occafioned 15 9 


no o little embarraſſment and dat 
2 55 . 


| 4 esel ok Man- 


Remember; iniy dear, if ou chinki my 
letters tedious, it ĩsbyour own fault, as 


bas Wort 9 he came Home; e betivedte 
ou reſpecve chambers g and as I fend 
myſelf /ſleepy; I deferred giving my Julia 
an achouut oH my vim tilHichis mbruing. 


ydu enjoined me to be cireuſtantial. 
I am going to the Opera in: the evening, 
here I hope te ſec sr hear ſomething 
that will furniſii ſubject · matter / of enter» 
tainmient on amuſement for thernext letter! 
you receiye tor 


. — 9T" ; (AMI Tours fiicerely, © VI. 10 52130 


N oe e ent EDO : 


yas 4 00 Bison od 03 wo! ob? $5797 & ai zm 
idol, 412 bng telyea 1959x5 5 
n DD I nod ; ort zvot bool offs: 
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